& Hackney

REPORT OF GROUP DIRECTOR, NEIGHBOURHOODS AND HOUSING

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE: Classification
15/03/2018 DECISION | Enclosure
Application for a Premises Licence Ward(s)
affected

Village Underground,

Hoxton East &
54 Holywell Lane, EC2A 3PQ Shoreditch

1. SUMMARY

Applicant(s) Village Underground Ltd In SPA No
Date of Application Period of Application
02/01/2018 Permanent
Proposed licensable activity
Plays
Films
Live Music

Recorded Music

Performance of Dance

Other Entertainment Similar to Live or Rec Music or Dance Performance
Late Night Refreshment

Supply of Alcohol (On Premises)

Proposed hours of licensable activities

Plays Standard Hours:
Mon 09:00-00:00
INDOOR: Tue 09:00-00:00

Wed 09:00-00:00

Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-06:00

Sat 09:00-06:00

Sun 09:00-02:00
Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day

following
Films Standard Hours:
Mon 09:00-00:00
INDOOR: Tue 09:00-00:00

Wed 09:00-00:00
Thu 09:00-02:00
Fri 09:00-06:00
Sat 09:00-06:00
Sun 09:00-02:00




Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day
following

Live Music

INDOOR:

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-00:00

Tue 09:00-00:00

Wed 09:00-00:00

Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-06:00

Sat 09:00-06:00

Sun 09:00-02:00
Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day
following

Recorded Music

INDOOR:

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-00:00

Tue 09:00-00:00

Wed 09:00-00:00

Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-06:00

Sat 09:00-06:00

Sun 09:00-02:00
Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day
following

Performance of Dance

INDOOR:

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-00:00

Tue 09:00-00:00

Wed 09:00-00:00

Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-06:00

Sat 09:00-06:00

Sun 09:00-02:00
Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day
following

Other Entertainment Similar to Live or
Rec Music or Dance Performance

INDOOR:

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-00:00

Tue 09:00-00:00

Wed 09:00-00:00

Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-06:00

Sat 09:00-06:00

Sun 09:00-02:00
Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day
following

Late Night Refreshment

INDOOR:

Standard Hours:
Fri 23:00-05:30
Sat 23:00-05:30




Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 23:00 to 05:00 the day
following

Supply of Alcohol

INDOOR:

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-23:40

Tue 09:00-23:40

Wed 09:00-23:40

Thu 09:00-01:40

Fri 09:00-05:30

Sat 09:00-05:30

Sun 09:00-01:40
Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day
following

The opening hours of the premises

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-00:00

Tue 09:00-00:00

Wed 09:00-00:00

Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-06:00

Sat 09:00-06:00

Sun 09:00-02:00
Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve:

12:00 to 06:00 the day

following

Capacity: 720

Policies Applicable LP3 (Operating

Schedule), LP4 (Crime and Disorder),

LP5 (Public Nuisance), LP6 (Protection of Children from
Harm), LP8 (Public Safety), LP15 (Cumulative Impact)

List of Appendices
documents

application

application

A — Application for a premises licence and supporting

B — Representations from responsible authorities
C — Representations from other persons opposed to

D — Representations from other persons in support of

E - Location map

Relevant
Representations

Licensing Authority
Other Persons

2. APPLICATION
2.1
under the Licensing Act 2003:

To authorise the supply alcohol fo
Regulated entertainment

Late night refreshment

Village Underground Ltd has made an application for a premises licence

r consumption on the premises




2.2

The application is attached as Appendix A. The applicant has proposed

measures that could be converted to conditions (see paragraph 8.1 below).

3. CURRENT STATUS / HI

STORY

3.1 The premises are currently licensed for regulated entertainment, supply of
alcohol and late night refreshment. A letter sent to local residents at the
request of the applicant details where the hours and conditions on the
proposed new licence differ from those on the current licence. (See appendix
Ab5)

3.2 Temporary Event Notices have been given for the premises in 2017/2018 as
follows:
start date end date  starttime end time
26/03/2017 26/03/2017 3.30 6.00
01/04/2017 02/04/2017 3.30 6.00
06/05/2017 07/05/2017 3.00 6.00
02/09/2017 03/09/2017 3.00 6.00
09/09/2017 09/09/2017 3.30 6.00
24/09/2017 25/09/2017 3.00 4.00
04/11/2017 05/11/2017 3.30 6.00
18/02/2017 18/02/2017 3.30 6.00
25/02/2017 26/02/2017 3.30 6.00
04/03/2017 05/03/2017 3.30 6.00
18/03/2017 19/03/2017 3.00 6.00
20/05/2017 21/05/2017 3.00 6.00
04/02/2018 04/02/2018 3.30 6.00
17/02/2018 17/02/2018 3.30 6.00
27/01/2018 27/01/2018 3.00 6.00
24/02/2018 25/02/2018 3.30 6.00
02/04/2018 02/04/2018 2.00 7.00

4, REPRESENTATIONS: RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES

From Details

Environmental
Health Authority

(Environmental Protection)

Have confirmed no representation on this application

Environmental
Health Authority
(Environmental Enforcement)

No representation received

Environmental Health
Authority (Health & Safety)

No representation received

Weights and Measures
(Trading Standards)

Have confirmed no representation on this application

Planning Authority

Have confirmed no representation on this application

Area Child Protection Officer

Have confirmed no representation on this application

Fire Authority

Have confirmed no representation on this application




Police

No representation received

Licensing Authority
(Appendix B)

Representation received on the grounds of
Prevention of Crime and Disorder and Prevention of
Public Nuisance

Health Authority

No representation received

5.1 REPRESENTATIONS: OTHER PERSONS OPPOSED TO APPLICATION

From

Details

24 representations received
from and on behalf of local
residents, opposing the
application.

(Appendices C1-C24)

Representation received on the grounds of
Prevention of Crime and Disorder, Public Safety,
Prevention of Public Nuisance, Protection of
Children from Harm.

5.2 REPRESENTATIONS: OTHER PERSONS IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION

From

Details

Approximately 170
representations received from
local residents and businesses
supporting the application.
(Appendix D)

Representation received addressing the licensing
objectives.

6. GUIDANCE CONSIDERATIONS

6.1  The Licensing Authority is required to have regard to any guidance issued by
the Secretary of State under the Licensing Act 20083.

7. POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

7.1 Licensing Sub-Committee is required to have regard to the London Borough
of Hackney’s Statement of Licensing Policy (“the Policy”) adopted by the

Licensing Authority.

7.2  The Policy applies to applications where relevant representations have been
made. With regard to this application, policies LP3 (Operating Schedule), LP4
(Crime and Disorder), LP5 (Public Nuisance), LP6 (Protection of Children from
Harm), LP8 (Public Safety) and LP15 (Cumulative Impact) are relevant

8. OFFICER OBSERVATIONS

8.1  If the Sub-Committee is minded to approve the application, the following
conditions should be applied the licence:

Supply of Alcohol (On/Both)
1. No supply of alcohol may be made under the premises licence:
(a) At a time when there is no designated premises supervisor in respect of

the premises licence.

(b)At a time when the designated premises supervisor does not hold a
personal licence or his personal licence is suspended.




2. Every supply of alcohol under the premises licence must be made or
authorised by a person who holds a personal licence.

3. (1) The responsible person must ensure that staff on relevant premises do
not carry out, arrange or participate in any irresponsible promotions in relation
to the premises.

(2) In this paragraph, an irresponsible promotion means any one or more of
the following activities, or substantially similar activities, carried on for the
purpose of encouraging the sale or supply of alcohol for consumption on the
premises -

(a) games or other activities which require or encourage, or are designed to
require or encourage, individuals to;

(i) drink a quantity of alcohol within a time limit(other than to drink alcohol sold
or supplied on the premises before the cessation of the period in which the
responsible person is authorised to sell or supply alcohol), or

(if) drink as much alcohol as possible (whether within a time limit or
otherwise);

(b) provision of unlimited or unspecified quantities of alcohol free or for a fixed
or discounted fee to the public or to a group defined by a particular
characteristic in a manner which carries a significant risk of undermining a
licensing objective;

(c) provision of free or discounted alcohol or any other thing as a prize to
encourage or reward the purchase and consumption of alcohol over a period
of 24 hours or less in @ manner which carries a significant risk of undermining
a licensing objective;

(d) selling or supplying alcohol in association with promotional posters or
flyers on, or in the vicinity of, the premises which can reasonably be
considered to condone, encourage or glamorise anti-social behaviour or to
refer to the effects of drunkenness in any favourable manner.

(e)dispensing alcohol directly by one person into the mouth of another (other
than where that other person is unable to drink without assistance by reason
of a disability).

4. The responsible person must ensure that free potable water is provided on
request to customers where it is reasonably available.

5.5.1. The premises licence holder or club premises certificate holder must
ensure that an age verification policy is adopted in respect of the premises in
relation to the sales or supply of alcohol.

5.2 The designated premises supervisor in relation to the premises licences
must ensure that the supply of alcohol at the premises is carried on in
accordance with the age verification policy.

5.3. The policy must require individuals who appear to the responsible person
to be under 18 years of age (or such older age as may be specified in the
policy) to produce on request, before being served alcohol, identification
bearing their photograph, date of birth and either:-

(a) a holographic mark or

(b) an ultraviolet feature

6. The responsible person must ensure that:
a) where any of the following alcoholic drinks is sold or supplied for
consumption on the premises (other than alcoholic drinks sold or supplied



having been made up in advance ready for sale or supply in a securely closed
container) it is available to customers in the following measures:

* beer or cider:1/2 pint;

* gin, rum, vodka or whisky: 25ml or 35ml; and

« still wine in a glass: 125ml; and

b) these measures are displayed in a menu, price list or other printed material
which is available to customers on the premises; and

c)where a customer does not in relation to a sale of alcohol specify the
quantity of alcohol to be sold, the customers is made aware that these
measures are available.

Minimum Drinks Pricing

7. 7.1 A relevant person shall ensure that no alcohol is sold or supplied for
consumption on or off the premises for a price which is less than the permitted
price.

7.2 For the purposes of the condition set out in paragraph 7.1 above -

(a) “duty” is to be construed in accordance with the Alcoholic Liquor Duties
Act 1979;

(b) “permitted price” is the price found by applying the formula - P = D+(DxV)
Where -

()P is the permitted price,

(i)D is the rate of duty chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if the duty were
charged on the date of the sale or supply of the alcohol, and

(iii)V is the rate of value added tax chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if
the value added tax were charged on the date of the sale or supply of the
alcohol;

(c) “relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which there
is in force a premises licence -

(i) the holder of the premises licence,

(i) the designated premises supervisor (if any) in respect of such a licence, or
(iii) the personal licence holder who makes or authorises a supply of alcohol
under such a licence;

(d) “relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which there
is in force a club premises certificate, any member or officer of the club
present on the premises in a capacity which enables the member or officer to
prevent the supply in question; and

(e) “value added tax” means value added tax charged in accordance with the
Value Added Tax Act 1994.

7.3 Where the permitted price given by Paragraph 7.2(b) above would (apart
from this paragraph) not be a whole number of pennies, the price given by
that sub-paragraph shall be taken to be the price actually given by that sub-
paragraph rounded up to the nearest penny.

7.4 (1) Sub-paragraph 7.4(2) below applies where the permitted price given
by Paragraph 7.2(b) above on a day (“the first day”) would be different from
the permitted price on the next day (“the second day”) as a result of a change
to the rate of duty or value added tax.

(2) The permitted price which would apply on the first day applies to sales or
supplies of alcohol which take place before the expiry of the period of 14 days
beginning on the second day.

Exhibition of Films



8. Admission of children (under 18) to the exhibition of any film must be
restricted in accordance with: -

(a) Recommendations made by the film classification body where the film
classification body is specified in the licence, or

(b) Recommendations made by the licensing authority where the film
classification body is not specified in the licence, or the relevant licensing
authority has not notified the holder of the licence that this subsection applies
to the film in question.

"film classification body" means person('s) designated under s4 of the Video
Recordings Act 1984(c.39).

Door Supervision

9. Each individual who is to carry out a security activity at the premises must
be licensed by the Security Industry Authority.

Conditions derived from operating schedule

10. To employ a number of staff that is appropriate to the activity being
undertaken. Employing suitably competent/ qualified staff as necessary.

11. To ensure attendance of local pubwatch scheme.

12. To install CCTV immediately outside the premises to deter any potential
disorder, nuisance or anti-social behaviour, camera positions as agreed by
Hackney Licensing Officers.

13. Lighting, alarms and other security measures to be installed as
recommended by Hackney Crime Prevention Design Officers.

14. To employ licensed door supervisors as necessary.

15. To comply with all relevant health and safety/ fire requirements and best
practice.

16. Fire precautions to be put in place as advised by the Hackney Fire
Service.

17. Where necessary, staff to ensure quiet and orderly departure of people
from the premises in respect of local residents.

18. Any litter to be kept clear.
19. Strict door checks and ID checks to ensure no sale of alcohol to minors.

20. Staff to ensure that adults are not allowing minors to consume their
alcoholic drinks.

21. The doors or gates in the following locations shall be locked back in the
open position whilst the premises are occupied /in use under the licence and
notices shall be exhibited adjacent thereto worded:

"THIS DOOR/GATE TO BE KEPT LOCKED BACK OPEN WHILST THE
PREMISES ARE OCCUPIED / IN USE UNDER THE LICENCE":-



Any door or gate that does not open in the direction of escape.

22. The fire alarm installation shall be under the supervision of a competent
person who shall arrange for regular maintenance and testing to be carried
out. The result of the tests shall be recorded in a logbook which shall be
readily available for inspection by officers of the Council or LFEPA.

23. Any alterations or additions to the existing electrical installation (including
those which may be found necessary as a result of any Electrical inspections)
shall be carried out using a system of wiring approved by the Council (e.g.
cables enclosed in screwed metal conduit or metal trunking, or mineral
insulated metal-sheathed cables. (NOTE FP.200 or similar cables would not
be acceptable for this purpose).

24. The fire alarm change over switch shall be in the "FIRE ALARM LIGHTS
AND BUZZERS" position during the whole time that the premises are in use
under the licence.

25. An attendant shall be on duty in the cloakroom during the whole time that
itis in use.

26. Capacity figures to be monitored by front of house security team.
27. Security, stewards and street staff to monitor queue at all times.
28. Every person entering the club to be clicked in using a tally counter.

29. A minimum of one SIA registered door staff per 100 customers at events
risk assessed as moderate and always after 11 pm.

30. All events are risk assessed, with consideration given to

a. Age group of crowd

b. Previous record of promoter or event in other venues

c. If it has potential for trouble, the event will not be held

31. An incident log of crime and disorder occurrences to be maintained.

32. Customers can only leave via one exit, unless in an emergency.

33. At the exit a strong, vigilant security presence shall be maintained at three
separate points, at events risk assessed as moderate and always after 11pm.

34. Customers attempting to leave the premises with glass or bottles to be
required to surrender the items before exit.

35. Only safety/toughened glass to be used in the premises unless the event
has been risk assessed as low.

36. When requested, risk assessments for all events to be supplied by
promoters and sent to local police.

37. Searching of customers to be a condition of entry to vary from full body
pat down and/or metal detector on high profile nights to bag checks on other



occasions unless the event has been risk assessed as low; but always for
entry after 11pm.

38. Any potential weapons to be handed over to management and destroyed.

39. Patrols to take place inside and outside the venue, including surrounding
area, to discourage use or dealing of illicit substances.

40. Any controlled drugs on the premises to be confiscated by security, with
duty manager responsible for destroying it.

41. Temporary barriers to be erected to give good control of customers
approaching and leaving the premises.

42. Highly visible stewards to manage the behaviour of customers and begin
the selection process.

43. Specialist cleaners to be employed to remove unwanted graffiti.

44. During hours of operation the fire exits to be manned by security that is in
constant radio contact with colleagues and management.

45. Attendants solely designated for washroom duty to be rostered for all peak
times, floor operatives to monitor the toilets at all other times.

46. CCTV to be maintained on the premises
a. Hard drive to be kept under lock and key
b. Constant recordings daily for 31 days

c. Images to be stored for 31 days.

47. Subject to any lesser figure advised by fire authority, capacity to be
restricted to maximum of 720 persons.

48. A separate room, far from any noise, to be set up for customers suffering
any signs of distress, where they can be monitored by a first aid team until
well.

49. Any person entering this room will automatically trigger the completion of
an incident report and a manager must be made aware ASAP.

50. A manager, on advice of a first aider will make the decision to call
emergency services.

51. Sound limiting devices to be installed on the premises, with master control
held by sound engineers, in a locked area separate from public manipulation.

52. All doors and windows to be kept closed whilst amplified music is being
played within the premises.

53. Acoustic lobbies to external doors to be maintained.

54. At all late night events security to be permanently located at all fire exits to
ensure doors are not left open when amplified music is being played.



9.1

10.

10.1

55. Air-handling units external to the premises to be sound insulated to avoid
late night nuisance.

56. Smoking customers wishing to use smoking area must queue inside the
venue and wait their turn. Numbers outside are strictly limited to ensure no
nuisance is caused to premises in the local vicinity and controlled by
managers and security. Customers are reminded at all times to be quiet while
using the area.

57. No food to be prepared or cooked on premises.

58. Litter marshals to patrol the streets regularly; they are also obliged to tidy
and sweep the streets regularly and finally when the venue has closed for the
evening.

59. All outside promoters must sign declaration to undertake not to engage in
fly-posting.

60. Challenge 21 to be adopted with photographic ID is required for all
customers who appear to be underage. Only a valid driver’s licence,
passports and the proof of age scheme card that carry the PASS logo shall be
accepted.

61. Children not to be permitted into the venue during performances of an
adult content, nor late night events i.e. after 9pm. All shows content is risk
assessed before contact and consultation with partners is updated every step
of the booking from enquiry to strike out.

62. Film screenings to be ticketed events only.

63. All bars shall stop the sale of alcohol at least twenty minutes before the
end of the evening to ensure prompt exit at closing time and reduce noise
when music stops.

64. The cloakroom to be set up with the purpose of swift return of coats. All
staffing levels and control systems are increased prior to closing with this goal
in mind.

REASONS FOR OFFICER OBSERVATIONS

Conditions 10 to 64 above are derived from the applicant’s operating
schedule. No conditions have been proposed by responsible authorities.

LEGAL COMMENTS

The Council has a duty as a Licensing Authority under the Licensing Act 2003
to carry out its functions with a view to promoting the following 4 licensing
objectives;

= The Prevention of Crime and Disorder

= Public Safety

= Prevention of Public Nuisance

= The Protection of Children from Harm



10.2

It should be noted that each of the licensing objectives have equal importance

and are the only grounds upon which a relevant representation can be made
and for which an application can be refused or terms and conditions attached

to a licence.

11. HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 1998 IMPLICATIONS

There are implications to;

= Article 6 — Right to a fair hearing
= Article 14 — Not to discriminate

= Balancing: Article 1- Peaceful enjoyment of their possession (i.e. a licence
is defined as being a possession) with Article 8 — Right of Privacy (i.e.
respect private & family life) to achieve a proportionate decision having
regard to the protection of an individuals rights against the interests of the

community at large.
12. MEMBERS DECISION MAKING

A. Option 1

That the application be refused

B. Option 2

That the application be approved, together with any conditions or
restrictions which Members consider necessary for the promotion

of the Licensing objectives.

13. CONCLUSION

13.1

That Members decide on the application under the Licensing Act 2003.

Group Director, Neighbourhoods and | Kim Wright
Housing
Lead Officer (holder of original copy): | Mike Smith

Principal Licensing Officer
Licensing Service

1 Hillman Street E8 1DY
Telephone: 020 8356 4973

LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS RELATING TO THIS REPORT

The following document(s) has been relied upon in the preparation of the report.

Description of document

Location

Office File:
Village Underground,
54 Holywell Lane, EC2A 3PQ

Licensing Service
1 Hillman Street
London E8 1DY

Printed matter
Licensing Act 2003
LBH Statement of Licensing Policy




APPENDIX A1

©Hackney Application for a premises licence to be granted under the
LAO1 Licensing Act 2003

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Before completing this form please read the guidance notes at the end of the form. If
you are completing this form by hand please write legibly in block capitals. In all
cases ensure that your answers are inside the boxes and written in black ink. Use
additional sheets if necessary.

You may wish to keep a copy of the completed form for your records.

(Insert name(s) of applicant)
apply for a premises licence under section 17 of the Licensing Act 2003 for the
premises described in Part 1 below (the premises) and l/we are making this
application to you as the relevant licensing authority in accordance with
section 12 of the Licensing Act 2003

Part 1 — Premises details

Postal address of premises or, if none, ordnance survey map reference or
description
Village Underground

54 HOLYWELL LANE
HACKNEY
LONDON

Post

LONDON Postcode EC2A 3PQ
town

Telephone number at premises (if any)

Non-domestic rateable value of

) £37250
premises
Part 2 - Applicant details
Please state whether you are applying for a premises licence as Please tick
as appropriate
a) | an individual or individuals * | please
complete
= section
....................................... (A)
b) | a person other than an individual *
i. | as a limited company/limited liability partnership | please
o complete
section
....................................... (B)




ii as a partnership (other than limited liability) please
complete
section

.................. (B)

iii. | as an unincorporated association or please
complete
section

.................. (B)

iv other (for example a statutory corporation) please
complete
section
(B)

c) i arecognised club please
complete
section
(B)

d) | acharity please
complete
section
(B)

e) | the proprietor of an educational establishment please
complete
section

.................. (B)

f) a health service body please
complete
section
(B)

g) | aperson who is registered under Part 2 of the Care please
Standards Act 2000 (c14) in respect of an complete
independent hospital in Wales section

(B)
ga) ! i please
i a person who is registered under Chapter 2 of Part 1 i complete
of the Health and Social Care Act 2008 (within the section
meaning of that Part) in an independent hospital in (B)
England
i h) i the chief officer of police of a police force in England please
and Wales complete
section
.................. (B)

* If you are applying as a person described in (a) or (b) please confirm:

| am carrying on or proposing to carry on a business which
involves the use of the premises for licensable activities; or

Please tick yes




e | am making the application pursuant to a
o statutory function or

o afunction discharged by virtue of Her Majesty’s
prerogative

(A) INDIVIDUAL APPLICANTS (fill in as applicable)

Title Mr

Surname First names

| am 18 years old or over

Date of birth

Nationality

Current residential
address if different
from premises UK-England
address

Post

Postcode
town

Daytime contact telephone
number

E-mail address
(optional)

SECOND INDIVIDUAL APPLICANT (if applicable)

Title Mr

Surname First names

Please tick

| am 18 years old or over
y yes

Date of birth

Nationality




Current postal
address if different

from premises
address UK-England

Post

Postcode
town

Daytime contact telephone
number

E-mail address
(optional)

(B) OTHER APPLICANTS

Please provide name and registered address of applicant in full. Where
appropriate please give any registered number. In the case of a partnership or
other joint venture (other than a body corporate), please give the name and
address of each party concerned.

Name
Village Underground Limited

Address

54 HOLYWELL LANE
HACKNEY

LONDON

EC2A 3PQ
UK-England

Registered number (where applicable)
05234474

Description of applicant (for example, partnership, company, unincorporated
association etc.)
private limited company

Telephone number (if any)

E-mail address (optional)

Part 3 Operating Schedule

DD MM YYYY
31-01-2018 |

When do you want the premises licence to start?




If you wish the licence to be valid only for a limited DD MM YYYY
period, when do you want it to end? | |

Please give a general description of the premises (please read guidance note 1)
Village Underground multidisciplinary arts centre presenting visual art, design and
architecture, cutting edge music, concerts, theatre and performing arts.

The application proposes a new premises licence to replace the existing premises
licence LBH-PRE-T-1005. The proposed premises licence application is on the
same terms as the existing premises licence, save for:

1. A reduction to the terminal hours for regulated entertainment and the sale of
alcohol by 2 hours on Mondays to Wednesdays to midnight (currently 2am) and
23:40 (currently 01:40) respectively.

2. An extension to the terminal hours for licensable activities on Fridays and
Saturdays to 06:00 for regulated entertainment (currently 03:30) and 05:30 for the
sale of alcohol and late night refreshment (currently 03:30).

3. Amendments and updates to existing premises licence conditions 35, 36,
56, 63, 67 and 72.

All other proposed licensable activities, permitted hours and conditions to remain
as per the existing premises licence. A document summarising the differences
between the existing premises licence and the proposed premises licence is
appended to application.

If 5,000 or more people are expected to attend the

premises at any one time, please state the number | N/a

expected to attend.

What licensable activities do you intend to carry on from the premises?

(Please see sections 1 and 14 and Schedules 1 and 2 to the Licensing Act 2003)

Provision of regulated entertainment (please read guidance Please tick any that
note2) apply
a) : plays (if ticking yes, fill in box A) |
b) i films (if ticking yes, fill in box B) %}
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h)

In all cases complete boxes K, L and M

A
Plays Will the performance of a Indoors
Standard days and play take place indoors or |

timings (please read
guidance note 7)

outdoors or both — please
tick (please read guidance

note 3)
Outdoors
Day | Start | Finish Both
Mon | 09:00 | 00:00 Please give further details here (please read guidance
—| note 4)
Tue | 09:00 | 00:00
Wed | 09:00 | 00:00 State any seasonal variations for performing plays

(please read guidance note 5)




Thur | 09:00 | 02:00
Fri 09:00 | 06:00 Non-standard timings. Where you intend to use the
—-| premises for the performance of plays at different
times to those listed in the column on the left,
Sat | 09:00 | 06:00 please list (please read guidance note 6)
—-| New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following
Sun | 09:00

02:00




B

Films

Standard days and
timings (please read
guidance note 7)

Will the exhibition of films
take place indoors or Indoors | M

outdoors or both — please tick
(please read guidance note 3) Outdoors

Day | Start | Finish Both

Mon | 09:00 | 00:00 | Please give further details here (please read guidance
1 note 4)

Tue | 09:00 | 00:00

Wed | 09:00 | 00:00 | State any seasonal variations for the exhibition of
1 films (please read guidance note 5)

Thur | 09:00 | 02:00

Fri 09:00 | 06:00 | Non-standard timings. Where you intend to use the
1 premises for the exhibition of films at different times

to those listed in the column on the left, please list

Sat | 09:00 | 06:00 (please read guidance note 6)
{1 New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following

Sun | 09:00

02:00




Cc

Indoor sporting
events

Standard days and
timings (please read
guidance note 7)

Day | Start | Finish

Mon

Please give further details (please read guidance note
4)

Tue State any seasonal variations for indoor sporting
1 events (please read guidance note 5)
Wed
Thur Non-standard timings. Where you intend to use the
1 premises for indoor sporting events at different times
to those listed in the column on the left, please list
Fri (please read guidance note 6)
Sat

Sun




D

Boxing or wrestling
entertainments
Standard days and
timings (please read
guidance note 7)

Day | Start | Finish

Will the boxing or wrestling

entertainment take place indoors or | Indoors

outdoors or both — please tick

(please read guidance note 3) Outdoors
Both

Mon

Please give further details here (please read guidance
note 4)

Tue
Wed State any seasonal variations for boxing or wrestling
1 entertainment (please read guidance note 5)
Thur
Fri Non-standard timings. Where you intend to use the
1 premises for boxing or wrestling entertainment at
different times to those listed in the column on the left,
Sat please list (please read guidance note 6)

Sun




E

Live music Will the performance of live music

Standard days and take place indoors or outdoors or Indoors v

timings (please read both — please tick (please read

guidance note 7) guidance note 3) Outdoors

Day | Start | Finish Both

Mon | 09:00 | 00:00 | Please give further details here (please read guidance
1 note 4)

Tue | 09:00 | 00:00

Wed | 09:00 | 00:00 | State any seasonal variations for the performance of
1 live music (please read guidance note 5)

Thur | 09:00 | 02:00

Fri 09:00 | 06:00 | Non-standard timings. Where you intend to use the
1 premises for the performance of live music at

different times to those listed in the column on the
Sat | 09:00 | 06:00 left, please list (please read guidance note 6)
: ~———{ New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following
Sun | 09:00

02:00




F

Recorded music Will the playing of recorded music

Standard days and take place indoors or outdoors or Indoors M

timings (please read both — please tick (please read

guidance note 7) guidance note 3) Outdoors

Day | Start | Finish Both

Mon | 09:00 | 00:00 | Please give further details here (please read guidance
1 note 4)

Tue | 09:00 | 00:00

Wed | 09:00 | 00:00 | State any seasonal variations for the playing of
1 recorded music (please read guidance note 5)

Thur | 09:00 | 02:00

Fri 09:00 | 06:00 | Non-standard timings. Where you intend to use the
1 premises for the playing of recorded music at

different times to those listed in the column on the
Sat | 09:00 | 06:00 left, please list (please read guidance note 6)
Sun | 09:00

02:00




G

Performances of Will the performance of dance take

dance place indoors or outdoors or both — | Indoors M

Standard days and please tick (please read guidance note

tmmgs (please read 3) Outdoors

guidance note 7)

Day | Start | Finish Both

Mon | 09:00 | 00:00 | Please give further details here (please read guidance
1 note 4)

Tue | 09:00 | 00:00

Wed | 09:00 | 00:00 | State any seasonal variations for the performance of
1 dance (please read guidance note 5)

Thur | 09:00 | 02:00

Fri 09:00 | 06:00 | Non-standard timings. Where you intend to use the
1 premises for the performance of dance at different

times to those listed in the column on the left, please

Sat | 09:00 | 06:00 | st (please read guidance note 6)
{1 New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following

Sun | 09:00

02:00




H

Anything of a
similar description
to that falling within
(e), (f) or (9)
Standard days and
timings (please read
guidance note 7)

Please give a description of the type of entertainment
you will be providing

Day | Start | Finish

Mon | 09:00 | 00:00

Will this entertainment take place Indoors ™

indoors or outdoors or both — please

tick (please read guidance note 3) Outdoors

Both

Tue | 09:00 | 00:00

Wed | 09:00 | 00:00

Please give further details here (please read guidance
note 4)

Thur | 99:00 | 02:00

Fri 1 09:00 | 06:00

State any seasonal variations for entertainment of a
similar description to that falling within (e), (f) or (g)
(please read guidance note 5)

Sat
09:00 | 06:00

Sun
09:00 | 02:00

Non-standard timings. Where you intend to use the
premises for the entertainment of a similar
description to that falling within (e), (f) or (g) at
different times to those listed in the column on the
left, please list (please read guidance note 6)

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following




Late night

refreshment
Standard days and
timings (please read

Will the provision of late night
refreshment take place indoors or Indoors M

outdoors or both — please tick (please
read guidance note 3)

Outdoors
guidance note 7) N
Day | Start | Finish Both
Mon Please give further details here (please read guidance
1 note 4)
Tue
Wed State any seasonal variations for the provision of late
1 night refreshment (please read guidance note 5)
Thur
Fri 23:00 | 05:30 | Non-standard timings. Where you intend to use the
1 premises for the provision of late night refreshment
at different times, to those listed in the column on the
Sat | 23:00 left, please list (please read guidance note 6)

05:30

Sun

New Year's Eve: 23:00 to 05:00 the day following




J

Supply of alcohol Will the supply of alcohol be for On the

Standard days and consumption — please tick (please premises M

timings (please read read guidance note 8)

guidance note 7) Off the
premises

Day | Start | Finish Both

Mon | 09:00 | 23:40 | State any seasonal variations for the supply of
1 alcohol (please read guidance note 5)

Tue | 09:00 | 23:40

Wed | 09:00 | 23:40

Thur | 09:00 | 01:40 | Non-standard timings. Where you intend to use the
1 premises for the supply of alcohol at different times
to those listed in the column on the left, please list

Fri 09:00 | 05:30 (please read guidance note 6)
{1 New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following

Sat | 09:00 | 05:30

Sun | 09:00 | 01:40

State the name and details of the individual whom you wish to specify on the
licence as designated premises supervisor (Please see declaration about the
entitlement to work in the checklist at the end of the form):

Name
Mr Foxcroft Auro

Date of birth _

Address

UK-England

Postcode | -

Personal licence number (if known)

Issuing licensing authority (if known)
Please select




K

Please highlight any adult entertainment or services, activities, other
entertainment or matters ancillary to the use of the premises that may give
rise to concern in respect of children (please read guidance note 9).

None.

L

Hours premises are
open to the public
Standard days and
timings (please read

guidance note 7)

State any seasonal variations (please read guidance
note 5)

Day | Start Finish
Mon | 09:00 | 00:00
Tue | 09:00 | 00:00
Wed | 09:00 | 00:00
Non-standard timings. Where you intend the
™ premises to be open to the public at different times
ur109:00 | 02:00 | from those listed in the column on the left, please
list (please read guidance note 6)
. New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following
Fri | 09:00 |06:00
Sat | 09:00 | 06:00
Sun | 09:00 | 02:00




M Describe the steps you intend to take to promote the four licensing objectives:

a) General - all four licensing objectives (b, ¢, d and e) (please read guidance
note 10)

Please refer to the appended schedule of Premises licence conditions and
operational management procedures to ensure the promotion of all four licensing
objectives and no adverse impact in the local area.

The proposed new premises licence represents an overall reduction in permitted
hours for licensable activities.

b) The prevention of crime and disorder

Please refer to box a) above.

c) Public safety

Please refer to box a) above.

d) The prevention of public nuisance

Please refer to box a) above.

e) The protection of children from harm




Please refer to box a) above.

Checklist:

Please tick to indicate agreement
® | have made or enclosed payment of the fee. =
® | have enclosed the plan of the premises. M

® | have sent copies of this application and the plan to
responsible authorities and others where applicable.

® | have enclosed the consent form completed by the individual | wish to ]
be designated premises supervisor, if applicable.
® | understand that | must now advertise my application. A
e | understand that if | do not comply with the above
requirements my application will be rejected. 7

[Applicable to all individual applicants, including those in a
partnership which is not a limited liability partnership, but
not companies or limited liability partnerships] | have
included documents demonstrating my entitlement to work
in the United Kingdom (please read note 15).

IT IS AN OFFENCE, UNDER SECTION 158 OF THE LICENSING ACT 2003, TO
MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT IN OR IN CONNECTION WITH THIS
APPLICATION. THOSE WHO MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT MAY BE LIABLE ON
SUMMARY CONVICTION TO A FINE OF ANY AMOUNT.

IT IS AN OFFENCE UNDER SECTION 24B OF THE IMMIGRATION ACT 1971
FOR A PERSON TO WORK WHEN THEY KNOW, OR HAVE REASONABLE
CAUSE TO BELIEVE, THAT THEY ARE DISQUALIFIED FROM DOING SO BY
REASON OF THEIR IMMIGRATION STATUS. THOSE WHO EMPLOY AN ADULT
WITHOUT LEAVE OR WHO IS SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS AS TO
EMPLOYMENT WILL BE LIABLE TO A CIVIL PENALTY UNDER SECTION 15 OF
THE IMMIGRATION, ASYLUM AND NATIONALITY ACT 2006 AND PURSUANT
TO SECTION 21 OF THE SAME ACT, WILL BE COMMITTING AN OFFENCE
WHERE THEY DO SO IN THE KNOWLEDGE, OR WITH REASONABLE CAUSE
TO BELIEVE, THAT THE EMPLOYEE IS DISQUALIFIED.

Part 4 — Signatures (please read guidance note 11)
Signature of applicant or applicant’s solicitor or other duly authorised agent

(see guidance note 12). If signing on behalf of the applicant, please state in
what capacity.



e [Applicable to individual applicants only, including those in a
partnership which is not a limited liability partnership] |
understand | am not entitled to be issued with a licence if |
do not have the entitlement to live and work in the UK (or if
| am subject to a condition preventing me from doing work
relating to the carrying on of a licensable activity) and that
my licence will become invalid if | cease to be entitled to live

Declaration and work in the UK (please read guidance note 15).

e The DPS named in this application form is entitled to work in
the UK (and is not subject to conditions preventing him or
her from doing work relating to a licesable activity) and |
have seen a copy of his or her proof of entitlement to work,
if appropriate (please see note 15)

Signature Thomas & Thomas Partners

Date 2/1/2018

Capacity Solicitors on behalf of the applicant

For joint applications, signature of 2" applicant or 2"? applicant’s solicitor or
other authorised agent (please read guidance note 13). If signing on behalf of
the applicant, please state in what capacity.

Signature

Date 2/1/2018

Capacity

Contact name (where not previously given) and postal address for
correspondence associated with this application (please read guidance note 14)

Thomas & Thomas Partners

38A MONMOUTH STREET

UK-England

Post Postcode WC2H 9EP
town LONDON

Telephone number (if any) | I

If you would prefer us to correspond with you by e-mail, your e-mail address
(optional)
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Village Underground, 54 Holywell Lane
New Premises Licence Application

Proposed Conditions

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

To employ a number of staff that is appropriate to the activity being undertaken. Employing
suitably competent/ qualified staff as necessary.

To ensure attendance of local pubwatch scheme.

To install CCTV immediately outside the premises to deter any potential disorder, nuisance or
anti-social behaviour, camera positions as agreed by Hackney Licensing Officers.

Lighting, alarms and other security measures to be installed as recommended by Hackney Crime
Prevention Design Officers.

To employ licensed door supervisors as necessary.
To comply with all relevant health and safety/ fire requirements and best practice.
Fire precautions to be put in place as advised by the Hackney Fire Service.

Where necessary, staff to ensure quiet and orderly departure of people from the premises in
respect of local residents.

Any litter to be kept clear.
Strict door checks and ID checks to ensure no sale of alcohol to minors.
Staff to ensure that adults are not allowing minors to consume their alcoholic drinks.

The doors or gates in the following locations shall be locked back in the open position whilst the
premises are occupied /in use under the licence and notices shall be exhibited adjacent thereto
worded:

"THIS DOOR/GATE TO BE KEPT LOCKED BACK OPEN WHILST THE PREMISES ARE OCCUPIED / IN
USE UNDER THE LICENCE":-

Any door or gate that does not open in the direction of escape.

The fire alarm installation shall be under the supervision of a competent person who shall
arrange for regular maintenance and testing to be carried out. The result of the tests shall be
recorded in a logbook which shall be readily available for inspection by officers of the Council or
LFEPA.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Any alterations or additions to the existing electrical installation (including those which may be
found necessary as a result of any Electrical inspections) shall be carried out using a system of
wiring approved by the Council (e.g. cables enclosed in screwed metal conduit or metal
trunking, or mineral insulated metal-sheathed cables.

(NOTE FP.200 or similar cables would not be acceptable for this purpose).

The fire alarm change over switch shall be in the "FIRE ALARM LIGHTS AND BUZZERS" position
during the whole time that the premises are in use under the licence.

An attendant shall be on duty in the cloakroom during the whole time that it is in use.
Capacity figures to be monitored by front of house security team.

Security, stewards and street staff to monitor queue at all times.

Every person entering the club to be clicked in using a tally counter.

A minimum of one SIA registered door staff per 100 customers at events risk assessed as
moderate and always after 11 pm.

All events are risk assessed, with consideration given to

a) Age group of crowd

b) Previous record of promoter or event in other venues
c) If it has potential for trouble, the event will not be held

An incident log of crime and disorder occurrences to be maintained.
Customers can only leave via one exit, unless in an emergency.

At the exit a strong, vigilant security presence shall be maintained at three separate points, at
events risk assessed as moderate and always after 11pm.

Customers attempting to leave the premises with glass or bottles to be required to surrender
the items before exit.

Only safety/toughened glass to be used in the premises unless the event has been risk assessed
as low.

When requested, risk assessments for all events to be supplied by promoters and sent to local
police.

Searching of customers to be a condition of entry to vary from full body pat down and/or metal
detector on high profile nights to bag checks on other occasions unless the event has been risk
assessed as low; but always for entry after 11pm.



29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43,

Any potential weapons to be handed over to management and destroyed.

Patrols to take place inside and outside the venue, including surrounding area, to discourage use

or dealing of illicit substances.

Any controlled drugs on the premises to be confiscated by security, with duty manager
responsible for destroying it.

Temporary barriers to be erected to give good control of customers approaching and leaving the
premises.

Highly visible stewards to manage the behaviour of customers and begin the selection process.
Specialist cleaners to be employed to remove unwanted graffiti.

During hours of operation the fire exits to be manned by security that is in constant radio
contact with colleagues and management.

Attendants solely designated for washroom duty to be rostered for all peak times, floor
operatives to monitor the toilets at all other times.

CCTV to be maintained on the premises

a) Hard drive to be kept under lock and key
b) Constant recordings daily for 31 days

c) Images to be stored for 31 days.

Subject to any lesser figure advised by fire authority, capacity to be restricted to maximum of
720 persons.

A separate room, far from any noise, to be set up for customers suffering any signs of distress,
where they can be monitored by a first aid team until well.

Any person entering this room will automatically trigger the completion of an incident report
and a manager must be made aware ASAP.

A manager, on advice of a first aider will make the decision to call emergency services.

Sound limiting devices to be installed on the premises, with master control held by sound
engineers, in a locked area separate from public manipulation.

All doors and windows to be kept closed whilst amplified music is being played within the
premises.



44,

45,

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

Acoustic lobbies to external doors to be maintained.

At all late night events security to be permanently located at all fire exits to ensure doors are not
left open when amplified music is being played.

Air-handling units external to the premises to be sound insulated to avoid late night nuisance.

Smoking customers wishing to use smoking area must queue inside the venue and wait their
turn. Numbers outside are strictly limited to ensure no nuisance is caused to premises in the
local vicinity and controlled by managers and security. Customers are reminded at all times to
be quiet while using the area.

No food to be prepared or cooked on premises.

Litter marshals to patrol the streets regularly; they are also obliged to tidy and sweep the streets
regularly and finally when the venue has closed for the evening.

All outside promoters must sign declaration to undertake not to engage in fly-posting.

Challenge 21 to be adopted with photographic ID is required for all customers who appear to be
underage. Only a valid driver’s licence, passports and the proof of age scheme card that carry
the PASS logo shall be accepted.

Children not to be permitted into the venue during performances of an adult content, nor late
night events i.e. after 9pm. All shows content is risk assessed before contact and consultation
with partners is updated every step of the booking from enquiry to strike out.

Film screenings to be ticketed events only.

All bars shall stop the sale of alcohol at least twenty minutes before the end of the evening to
ensure prompt exit at closing time and reduce noise when music stops.

The cloakroom to be set up with the purpose of swift return of coats. All staffing levels and
control systems are increased prior to closing with this goal in mind.

During the last 20 minutes of trading strategies shall be employed to encourage the gradual
dispersal of customers, including closing off rooms and areas, gradually increasing the lighting
levels in the said areas, playing of slower music and reducing the volume as the customers leave
the dance floor.

A duty manager to be always positioned in an area close to the main exit to oversee the end-of-
night departure period. Customers queuing for cloaks to be reminded to be considerate upon
leaving the premises. Highly visible notices to be placed at the doors requesting exiting
customers to leave quietly and to respect neighbours and their property.



58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

Events running after 9pm not to use glass products unless risk assessed as safe. Customers are
not allowed to leave the premises with bottles and glasses. This policy to be supported by a
vigilant security team, stopping and searching customers where necessary. Bins to be provided
at the exits for the use of customers.

Rubbish patrols are carried out regularly during the night and at the end of activities. Patrols to
collect all cans, fliers, food wrappings in the immediate vicinity of the premises.

Door staff shall draw customer attention to notices in the foyer and ask them to act responsibly,
especially in regard to keeping the noise down and leaving in an orderly manner.

Door staff shall actively encourage customers not to congregate around the premises after
exiting and direct customers toward the Conditions derived from Responsible Authority
representations.

No paying customers to be allowed into the venue after 03:00, at which time the premises front
door will be closed (except for staff/artist/guest list and possible late arriving ticket holders).

The licensee will embed into all contractors a clause that all promotional material, including
websites and outside promoters websites, will advertise that there is strictly no entry after
03:00. No promotional material to be distributed until cleared by Village Underground.

Management and Security teams will be fully briefed on the above specifics before every shift
and this information will be included in all induction staff handbooks/job descriptions.

The installation of sound limiting devices (device type to be approved by the Pollution Team) to
all music systems. The limiting devices should be set to ensure inaudibility at 1m from the
facade of the nearest noise sensitive premises, a certificate of compliance should be submitted
to the Pollution Team on an annual basis.
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Village Underground Operational Procedures

About Village Underground

Village Underground has been part of the thriving Shoreditch arts and culture scene since 2006,
operating as a ‘multidisciplinary’ arts centre presenting visual art, design and architecture, concerts,
theatre and performing arts. Village Underground is one of Hackney’s most prolific art centres and the
home of contemporary music in Hackney. Each year, VU has an attendance of over 150,000 people,
stages more than 500 performances and works with more than 1500 artists VU’s contemporary music
programme spans divers genres — consciously curated to reach out to and provide for the equally diverse
communities and people of Hackney.

Hours of Planning Consent

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday

09.00-02.00 | 09.00-02.00 | 09.00-02.00 | 09.00-02.00 | 09.00-02.00 | 09.00-06.00 09.00-06.00




1.1

1.1

Village Underground Operational Procedures

General Operational Controls

The applicant’s management take their responsibilities as a neighbour very seriously. This is
demonstrated by the applicant’s proven track record of operating in Shoreditch for over a decade

under its premises licence and Temporary Event Notices.

Management controls include:

1.1.1 Extensive and documented employee induction and on-going refresher training, covering

inter alia:

1.1.1.1 Responsibilities in the local area and towards local residents.

1.1.1.2 Customer care and hospitality.

1.1.1.3 Complaint handling.

1.1.1.4 Health & Safety Policies and risk assessments.

1.1.1.5 Fire Safety.

1.1.1.6 Team working skills and regular team meetings.

1.1.1.7 Obligations under the Licensing Act 2003.

1.1.1.8 Inspection checklists covering all aspects of the operation of the Premises,
including: emergency lighting; fire alarm; fire-fighting equipment; emergency

means of escape; PAT; electrical equipment; rigging point and equipment; and

staff working at height etc.
1.1.2 Operational procedures to prevent any sources of nuisance whatsoever in the local area,
covering inter alia:
1.1.2.1 Noise control.
1.1.2.2 Event management.
1.1.2.3 Dedicated security procedures and security handbook.
1.1.2.4 Managers reports, security logs and documented incident reporting.
1.1.2.5 Responsible management of customers in and outside the Premises.

1.1.2.6 Controlled management of the arrival of customers.



Village Underground Operational Procedures

1.1.2.7 Preventing loitering or any disturbance whatsoever outside the Premises.
1.1.2.8 Monitoring and supervision of customers drinking outside the Premises.
1.1.2.9 Controlling and supervising customer smoking.

1.1.2.10 Sympathetic servicing of the Premises, including quiet and minimal waste

refuse and deliveries (see below).

1.2 The above operational controls will be maintained to ensure all employees understand and
promote the commitment to operate professionally and responsibly, with no adverse impact on

local residents.

Capacity

1.3 The capacity limit is currently set at 720 by Village Underground’s Premises Licence following a

fire risk assessment.



2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2411

24.1.2

2.4.2

2.4.3

2.4.4

2.4.5

2.4.6

Village Underground Operational Procedures

Noise Management

Noise and Vibration

The Premises has been renovated to accommodate members of the public attending for
entertainment and to ensure the Premises is ideally suited to provide licensable activities without

disturbing local residents.

The Premises is situated in a busy area of East London with high ambient noise levels. The area is
characterised by a busy main road, Great Eastern Street and thoroughfare, Holywell Lane,
railways, wide ranging licensed Premises and various other commercial uses. Notwithstanding,
Village Underground’s management take their responsibilities to control the risk of noise

breakout very seriously.

Village Underground works from a Noise Management Plan (commissioned a leading acoustic
expert specialising in licensed premises, amended as necessary) addressing noise emanation and
the prevention of public nuisance. Village Underground and their acoustic expert(s) will work
with the Council’s Noise Team whenever necessary ensure accordance with the current Premises

Licence conditions.

The following noise controls will be implemented to ensure local residents are not disturbed by

the operation of the Premises:

No noise shall emanate from the Premises so as to cause a nuisance.

All amplified recorded and live music played within the Premises shall be subject to a noise
management plan prepared by an acoustic consultant registered with a recognised regulating
authority

High specification and state of the art audio system to reduce the risk of noise emanating from

the Premises;
A Public Address system control and set up policy.

Appointment of a qualified acoustic consultant to advise on all aspects of sound generating

equipment and the prevention of noise outbreak from the Premises;

Comprehensive customer management procedures to ensure no nuisance is caused by customers

either inside or outside the Premises;

Thorough SIA and staff supervision of customers during busy periods; and



Village Underground Operational Procedures

2.4.7 Adispersal policy to ensure the quick and quiet departure of customers — especially at night and

2.5

2.6

2.7

when all areas of the Premises are in operation concurrently (see below).

Smoking Outside Premises

Staff will very carefully supervise customer activity outside the Premises, limited to the front
‘vard’ with no smoking allowed on the street. This includes SIA supervision of the external area
during busy trading periods. Customers will not be permitted to take their drinks when they leave
the Premises.

The designated smoking area will be controlled. The number of smokers will be limited to ensure
no obstruction on the highway and no nuisance caused by persons smoking.

Any customer behaviour that may cause public nuisance or crime and disorder is not, and will not
be tolerated under any circumstances.
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3 Age Verification Policy & Admission
Age Verification

3.1 The Premises will operate a Challenge 21 age verification policy. This policy requires anyone who
looks under 21 to provide approved identification (see below) to demonstrate they are aged 18
or over when purchasing alcohol.

3.2 Any member of staff who sells alcohol to a person under the age of 18 may be guilty of an
offence, which may result in a fine and they may be dismissed.

3.3 The applicant’s Challenge 21 policy operates as follows:
3.3.1 Staff are required to ask for a valid form of identification for anyone attempting to

purchase alcohol who appears to be under 21;
3.3.2 Staff will only accept the following forms of ID: UK/EU passport, UK/EU driving licence
(with photo) or proof of age scheme cards — with PASS accredited hologram logo.

Admission

3.4 Everybody is welcome at the Premises, providing they are not:

3.4.1 Intoxicated either by alcohol or drugs;

3.4.2 Behaving in a manner that may disturb local residents or other customers;

3.4.3 In possession of a weapon; or

3.4.4 In possession of illegal substances, for example drugs.

3.5 If a person is suspected of:

3.5.1 Carrying a weapon;

3.5.2 Carrying, dealing or using illegal substances;

A manager shall be immediately informed and the Police should be called.



3.6

3.6.1

3.6.2

3.6.3

3.6.4

3.6.5

3.6.6

Village Underground Operational Procedures

Drug Policies

The Premises operates a zero tolerance policy in relation to the use or supply of drugs in

accordance with the London Borough of Hackney Police Licensing Unit’s model licence condition:

Premises to operate zero tolerance policy to drugs and comply with Hackney Police Drugs,
Weapons and Search policy.

The applicant’s management will co-operate with the Police in respect of any operation and
investigation regarding the misuse of drugs.

Customers entering the Premises may, as a condition of entry, be required to submit to a search.

Failure to comply will result in non-admission to the Premises.

Customers within the Premises are liable, at any time, to be asked to leave the Premises if they

are suspected of being in possession of illegal drugs.

Any customer found on the Premises or attempting to enter the Premises in possession of illegal
drugs will have the drugs confiscated in accordance with the Met Police “Safe and Sound”.

Any customer on the Premises found to be in a distressed state, even if they are suspected to
have used drugs, will be given the best care possible by all team members.



4.1

4.2

4.3

43.1

4.3.2

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

4.8.1

4.8.2

4.8.3

Village Underground Operational Procedures

Dispersal Policy

The objective of the Dispersal Policy is to ensure a quiet, controlled and swift dispersal of the

Premises’ customers.

The Dispersal Policy promotes a professional and responsible management of customers as they
leave the Premises to ensure they make their journey home without any adverse impact on local
residents.

The Policy prevents nuisance caused to local residents from the following risks:

Noisy or anti-social behaviour by customers leaving the Premises.

Large numbers of people leaving the Premises at the same time.

Despite the Premises’ central London location, employees are made aware that local residents

live in the area.

This Dispersal Policy is followed throughout the opening hours, although particular attention is
paid to customers leaving at night — especially when all areas of the Premises are in use at the

same time.
Entrances and Exits

The main entrance/exit is on Holywell Lane. Staff and/or SIA supervisors will carefully supervise

this entrance during busy periods.
Dispersal

The primary point of dispersal is the main exit points on Holywell Lane. From here customers will
be encouraged to disperse directly home by foot, to their taxi or the area’s numerous transport

links (see below).

Towards closing time, the following measures are taken to ensure a gradual and quiet closure of
the Premises:

Raised lighting levels.

Lowered music levels.

Politely reminding customers the Premises is about to close.
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4.9

4.10

4.11

4.12

4.13

4.14

4.15

4.16

4.17

Village Underground Operational Procedures

Transport

The Premises is well serviced by public transport links, as set out below. All staff must be familiar

with the transport links so they can advise customers when required.
Overground, Rail and Tube

Shoreditch, Liverpool St and Old St stations are located within easy walking distance of the

Premises.

Other rail stations, for example Victoria, Paddington, Liverpool Street, Euston, Waterloo and

Kings Cross St Pancras are easily reached by tube, bus or taxi.

Where necessary customers will be given directions to the relevant station and reminded to
reach the station as quietly and as quickly as possible when they leave.

Buses

The Premises is well serviced by public buses. TFL bus services, including night buses, are
accessible by bus stops in the area. Buses travel to a variety of destinations throughout London.

Bus routes include: 8, N8, 26, N26, 48, 78, 149 (24h), 242 (24h), 388, 35, N35, 47, 135 and 67

Staff will be familiar with the local bus services and will advise customers accordingly

Taxi

Village Underground operates a taxi rank system to help facilitate the smooth drop-off and pick-

up of customers.

Drivers will be asked to comply with a Driver Code of Conduct. This will include requirements to
prevent the risk of drivers causing nuisance, for example customers encouraged to wait inside

the Premises for their taxi, avoiding leaving engines running unnecessarily or slamming car doors.

Other local licensed taxi companies operate in the area. Customers will also be expected to use
Uber or similar licensed taxi services.
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5.1

5.2

Village Underground Operational Procedures

Servicing — Deliveries & Collections

Refuse and recyclable waste will be stored in a designed refuse storage area until it is collected

by London Borough of Hackney waste services.

Deliveries and collections will be arranged carefully and sympathetically to the local amenity.
Where possible, multiple deliveries and/or collections will be combined to avoid high numbers of
vehicles servicing the Premises. Delivery and collection times will not be scheduled late at night

or early in the morning to avoid disturbing local residents.
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6.1

6.2

6.3

Village Underground Operational Procedures

Summary

The comprehensive controls summarised in this document will supplement Premises Licence
conditions to ensure the Premises does not have any adverse impact on the local area in

Shoreditch.

Village Underground is committed to working in partnership with the responsible authorities to

ensure it always operate professionally alongside local businesses and residents.

The Premises will continue to be an exciting cultural hub and globally recognised home for
contemporary music and the performing arts. In doing so Village Underground strives to remain a
valued member of the Shoreditch community and a treasured asset to the London Borough of

Hackney.

13
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AS

Letter to be distributed by
London Borough of Hackney Licensing Authority

15 February 2018

Dear Neighbour

Premises Licence Application
Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane EC2A 3PQ

Hackney Council have provided us with a copy of your representation in respect of our licence
application. | would be grateful for your consideration of this letter. | hope this will provide more
information on the reason for our application and scope of the proposals, which result in an overall
reduction in our licence hours across the week. This is because we volunteering to give up 6 hours of
late night trading over Mondays to Wednesdays as part of the proposal for the extra hours on Fridays
and Saturdays (see below).

Our team has worked tirelessly over the last decade to make Village Underground one of London’s
best grass roots music venues. We proudly present hundreds of music and arts events, and we work
with over 1500 artists each year. As a grass roots venue, our reason for existing is to develop new
music and artists’ careers - and in doing so we are dedicated to contributing to the cultural life of
Hackney and London, as well as feeding new talent into the UK’s music and cultural industries.

You may be aware of the recent sad demise of music venues in London. Village Underground has not
been spared the pressures that have ended other important grass roots venues. Our venue’s rent has
increased 600% in line with property prices in the area and we have had a major business rates rise.
In addition, as a London Living Wage employer, we have seen a massive increase in our staffing bill
over the last few years.

All these and other financial pressures have brought us to a crossroads; we want to continue pursuing
our mission of being one of London’s best grass roots music venues, building the careers of home
grown artists and curating acts from around the globe for the many communities of the city. This is
why we do what we do. But for that to continue, and to be viable and sustainable, we now have to
change our operation.

We are applying to extend our finish time from 4am to 6am on Friday and Saturday nights. Critically,
this will enable us to present live music and other cultural events on Friday and Saturday evenings,
before starting the later weekend music programming. In turn this means that we can free more
Wednesdays and Thursdays for commercial/corporate events - the revenue of which is essential to
keep Village Underground and its mission viable for the future. Village Underground is a Social
Enterprise. Our music and arts programming has always needed subsidising in this way, only of late
that subsidy level has been dramatically pushed up.
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For the avoidance of any doubt, none of our existing or proposed programming involve alcohol-led
nightclub type events. Whilst this would generate considerably more income for us, it is inconsistent
with our core mission to give grass roots music, arts and cultural events a platform to develop in a
safe and well managed environment.

To balance out the extra hours on Fridays and Saturdays, we are volunteering to surrender our
weekday hours. This involves a reduction of our existing 2am closing time on Monday, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays to midnight. This equates to an overall net reduction in hours.

In summary, the proposed premises licence application is on the same terms as the existing premises
licence, save for:

1. A reduction to the terminal hours for regulated entertainment and the sale of alcohol by 2
hours on Mondays to Wednesdays to midnight (currently 2am) and 23:40 (currently 01:40)
respectively.

2. Anextension to the terminal hours for licensable activities on Fridays and Saturdays to 06:00
for regulated entertainment (currently 03:30) and 05:30 for the sale of alcohol and late night
refreshment (currently 03:30).

3. Cleaning up some of our conditions with minor amendments and updates to conditions 35,
36, 56, 63, 67 and 72.

All other proposed licensable activities, permitted hours and conditions will remain as per the existing
premises licence. Please see enclosed track-changed copy of our existing licence which highlights the
changes we are seeking.

Following concerns raised about a later alcohol licence, we have decided to reduce the proposed
terminal hour for alcohol sales on Fridays and Saturdays to 5.00am. This will also help support a
controlled dispersal of our customers between ‘last orders’ and closing time.

If the licence application is granted, we intend to start our weekend programme of events later in the
evening in order to accommodate more cultural events. This later start time means the number of
hours we sell alcohol on Fridays and Saturday nights will be the same as our historical trading activity.
Generating revenue from alcohol sales has never been our primary objective. Our bar sales have
always significantly reduced during later hours authorised under our temporary licences over the
years. We hope this helps to reassure you that we have not made the application for a ‘late booze
licence’ to sell more alcohol. Instead, the later hours have been proposed to help attract more and
better quality artists at weekends so as to focus on revenue generating corporate functions earlier in
the week.

In terms of change for you as a neighbour and impact on the immediate area, we do not believe there
will be a significant difference. For the last decade we have used our full temporary lience extension
quota (currently 21 days per year) to extend our close time in this way. In this sense we are regularising
what already happens, with we hope a modest increase — we are certainly not interested in running
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our venue until 6am every week/for 104 nights a year. We will continue develop our tried and tested
management procedures to ensure the additional hours have no adverse impact on you in Shoreditch.

We have not previously received complaints relating to music noise or dispersal noise at either 4am
or 6am, so do not expect there to be an issue under this proposed change. In fact, we have always
believed 6am is a better time to disperse customers than 4am because the ambient noise is much
higher and public transport is fully functional, both greatly reducing the chance of any disturbance.

We genuinely would not be doing this unless we felt we had to. | hope that you have seen us to be
conscientious neighbours, only a phone call away and responsive to our closest residents. Continuing
a friendly and cooperative relationship with our neighbours is extremely important to us, whatever
the outcome of our application. | hope that you can also value what we’re trying to achieve here and
that you can support us in continuing our mission.

Please get in touch with any questions. | would like to meet to discuss this in detail and our operating
practices in general, if you can spare the time. | am also planning to hold a residents’ meeting to
discuss our proposals further. Please let me know if you would like to attend.

Yours faithfully

Auro Foxcroft
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VILLAGE UNDERGROUND TRACK CHANGED LICENCE:

This premises licence has been issued by:
Licensing Service
2 Hillman Street
London E8 1FB

PART A — PREMISES LICENCE
Premises Licence Number
LBH-PRE-T-1005

Part 1 — Premises details

Village Underground
54 Holywell Lane
Hackney

London

EC2A 3PQ

020 7422 7505

Where the licence is time limited the dates
Not Applicable
Licensable activities authorised by the licence

Plays

Films

Live Music

Recorded Music

Performance of Dance

Other Entertainment Similar to Live or Rec Music or Dance Performance
Late Night Refreshment

Supply of Alcohol

The times the licence authorises the carrying out of Licensable activities

Plays Standard Hours:
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Premises:

Films

Premises:

Live Music

Premises:

Mon 09:00-62:66 00:00
Tue 09:00-62:66-00:00
Wed 09:00-62:66-00:00
Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-683:36 06:00
Sat 09:00-63:30 06:00
Sun 09:00-02:00

Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-62:606 00:00
Tue 09:00-62:66-00:00
Wed 09:00-62:66-00:00
Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-63:306 06:00
Sat 09:00-63:30 06:00
Sun 09:00-02:00

Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-62:00 00:00
Tue 09:00-62:66-00:00
Wed 09:00-62:66-00:00
Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-63:306 06:00
Sat 09:00-63:30 06:00
Sun 09:00-02:00

Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following
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Recorded Music

Premises:

Performance of Dance

Premises:

Other Entertainment
Similar to Live or Rec
Music or Dance
Performance

Premises:

Village Underground Limited | Registered Office: 54 Holywell Lane, London EC2A 3PQ | Registered in England & Wales | Company

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-62:66 00:00
Tue 09:00-62:66-00:00
Wed 09:00-62:66-00:00
Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-63:36 06:00
Sat 09:00-63:30 06:00
Sun 09:00-02:00

Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-62:00 00:00
Tue 09:00-62:66-00:00
Wed 09:00-62:66-00:00
Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-63:36 06:00
Sat 09:00-63:30 06:00
Sun 09:00-02:00

Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-82:66 00:00
Tue 09:00-62:66-00:00
Wed 09:00-62:66-00:00
Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-63:30 06:00
Sat 09:00-63:30 06:00
Sun 09:00-02:00

Non-Standard Hours:
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Late Night
Refreshment

Premises:

Supply of Alcohol

Premises:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following

Standard Hours:

Fri 23:00-83:306 05:30
Sat 23:00-63:306-05:30

Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-64:40 23:40
Tue 09:00-6%:40 23:40
Wed 09:00-64:40 23:40
Thu 09:00-01:40

Fri 09:00-83:30 05:30
Sat 09:00-63:306-05:30
Sun 09:00-01:40

Non-Standard Hours:

New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following

The opening hours of the premises

Premises

Standard Hours:

Mon 09:00-62:66 00:00
Tue 09:00-62:06-00:00
Wed 09:00-62:86-00:00
Thu 09:00-02:00

Fri 09:00-64:00 06:00
Sat 09:00-64:00 06:00
Sun 09:00-02:00

Non-Standard Hours:
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New Year's Eve: 12:00 to 06:00 the day following

Where the licence authorises supplies of alcohol whether these are on and/or off supplies

On Premises
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Part 2 -

Name, (registered) address, telephone number and e-mail (where relevant) of holder of
premises licence

Village Underground Ltd
54 Holywell Lane
Hackney

London

EC2A 3PQ

Registered number of holder, for example company number, charity number (where
applicable)

05234474

Name, address and telephone number of designated premises supervisor where the
premises authorises the supply of alcohol

Auro Foxcroft

Personal licence number and issuing authority of personal licence held by designated
premises supervisor where the premises licence authorises the supply of alcohol

Licence No: LBH-PER-T-0752
Issuing Authority: Hackney
Date of Grant: 16 February 2009

Signed:

David Tuitt
Team Leader - Licensing
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Annex 1 - Mandatory Conditions

Supply of Alcohol

1. No supply of alcohol may be made under the premises licence:

(a)  Atatime when there is no designated premises supervisor in respect of the
premises licence.

(b)  Atatime when the designated premises supervisor does not hold a personal
licence or his personal licence is suspended.

Every supply of alcohol under the premises licence must be made or authorised by a
person who holds a personal licence.

(1) The responsible person must ensure that staff on relevant premises do not carry
out, arrange or participate in any irresponsible promotions in relation to the
premises.

(2) In this paragraph, an irresponsible promotion means any one or more of the
following activities, or substantially similar activities, carried on for the purpose of
encouraging the sale or supply of alcohol for consumption on the premises -

(a) games or other activities which require or encourage, or are designed to require
or encourage, individuals to;

(i) drink a quantity of alcohol within a time limit (other than to drink alcohol sold or
supplied on the premises before the cessation of the period in which the
responsible person is authorised to sell or supply alcohol), or

(ii) drink as much alcohol as possible (whether within a time limit or otherwise);

(b) provision of unlimited or unspecified quantities of alcohol free or for a fixed or
discounted fee to the public or to a group defined by a particular characteristicin a
manner which carries a significant risk of undermining a licensing objective;

(c) provision of free or discounted alcohol or any other thing as a prize to encourage
or reward the purchase and consumption of alcohol over a period of 24 hours or less
in a manner which carries a significant risk of undermining a licensing objective;

(d) selling or supplying alcohol in association with promotional posters or flyers on,
or in the vicinity of, the premises which can reasonably be considered to condone,
encourage or glamorise anti-social behaviour or to refer to the effects of
drunkenness in any favourable manner.
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(e) dispensing alcohol directly by one person into the mouth of another (other than
where that other person is unable to drink without assistance by reason of a
disability).

The responsible person must ensure that free potable water is provided on request
to customers where it is reasonably available.

5.1. The premises licence holder or club premises certificate holder must ensure
that an age verification policy is adopted in respect of the premises in relation to the
sales or supply of alcohol.
5.2 The designated premises supervisor in relation to the premises licences must
ensure that the supply of alcohol at the premises is carried on in accordance with the
age verification policy.
5.3. The policy must require individuals who appear to the responsible person to be
under 18 years if age (or such older age as may be specified in the policy) to produce
on request, before being served alcohol, identification bearing their photograph,
date of birth and either:-

A. aholographic mark or

B. an ultraviolet feature.

The responsible person shall ensure that:
a) where any of the following alcoholic drinks is sold or supplied for consumption on
the premises (other than alcoholic drinks sold or supplied having been made up in
advance ready for sale or supply in a securely closed container) it is available to
customers in the following measures:
e beer or cider:1/2 pint;
e gin, rum, vodka or whisky: 25ml or 35ml; and
e still wine in a glass: 125ml; and
a. these measures are displayed in a menu, price list or other printed material
which is available to customers on the premises; and
b. where a customer does not in relation to a sale of alcohol specify the
quantity of alcohol to be sold, the customer is made aware that these
measures are available.

Minimum Drinks Pricing

7. 7.1 Arelevant person shall ensure that no alcohol is sold or supplied for

consumption on or off the premises for a price which is less than the permitted
price.

7.2 For the purposes of the condition set out in paragraph 7.1 above -
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(a) “duty” is to be construed in accordance with the Alcoholic Liquor Duties Act
1979;

(b) “permitted price” is the price found by applying the formula - P = D+(DxV)
Where -

(i)P is the permitted price,

(ii)D is the amount of duty chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if the duty were
charged on the date of the sale or supply of the alcohol, and

(iii)V is the rate of value added tax chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if the
value added tax were charged on the date of the sale or supply of the alcohol;

(c) “relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which there is in
force a premises licence -

(i) the holder of the premises licence,

(ii) the designated premises supervisor (if any) in respect of such a licence, or

(iii) the personal licence holder who makes or authorises a supply of alcohol under
such a licence;

(d) “relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which there is in
force a club premises certificate, any member or officer of the club present on the
premises in a capacity which enables the member or officer to prevent the supply in
guestion; and

(e) “value added tax” means value added tax charged in accordance with the Value
Added Tax Act 1994.

7.3 Where the permitted price given by Paragraph 8.2(b) above would (apart from
this paragraph) not be a whole number of pennies, the price given by that sub-
paragraph shall be taken to be the price actually given by that sub-paragraph
rounded up to the nearest penny.

7.4 (1) Sub-paragraph 7.4(2) below applies where the permitted price given by
Paragraph 7.2(b) above on a day (“the first day”) would be different from the
permitted price on the next day (“the second day”) as a result of a change to the rate
of duty or value added tax.

(2) The permitted price which would apply on the first day applies to sales or
supplies of alcohol which take place before the expiry of the period of 14 days

beginning on the second day.

Exhibition Of Films
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8. Admission of children (under 18) to the exhibition of any film must be restricted in
accordance with: -
(a) Recommendations made by the film classification body where the
film classification body is specified in the licence, or

(b) Recommendations made by the licensing authority where the film
classification body is not specified in the licence, or the relevant

licensing authority has not notified the holder of the licence that this subsection
applies to the film in question.

"film classification body" means person('s) designated under s4 of the
Video Recordings Act 1984(c.39).

Door Supervision

9. Each individual who is to carry out a security activity at the
premises must be licensed by the Security Industry Authority.
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Annex 2 - Conditions consistent with the Operating Schedule

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

To employ a number of staff that is appropriate to the activity being undertaken.
Employing suitably competent/ qualified staff as necessary.

To ensure attendance of local pubwatch scheme.
To install CCTV immediately outside the premises to deter any potential disorder,
nuisance or anti-social behaviour, camera positions as agreed by Hackney Licensing

Officers.

Lighting, alarms and other security measures to be installed as
recommended by Hackney Crime Prevention Design Officers.

To employ licensed door supervisors as necessary
To comply with all relevant health and safety/ fire requirements and best practice.
Fire precautions to be put in place as advised by the Hackney Fire Service.

Where necessary, staff to ensure quiet and orderly departure of people from the
premises in respect of local residents.

Any litter to be kept clear.
Strict door checks and ID checks to ensure no sale of alcohol to minors.

Staff to ensure that adults are not allowing minors to consume
their alcoholic drinks.

The doors or gates in the following locations shall be locked back in the open
position whilst the premises are occupied /in use under the licence and notices shall
be exhibited adjacent thereto worded

"THIS DOOR/GATE TO BE KEPT LOCKED BACK OPEN WHILST THE PREMISES ARE
OCCUPIED / IN USE UNDER THE LICENCE":-
Any door or gate that does not open in the direction of escape.

The fire alarm installation shall be under the supervision of a competent person who
shall arrange for regular maintenance and testing to be carried out. The result of the
tests shall be recorded in a logbook which shall be readily available for inspection by
officers of the Council or LF EPA.
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Any alterations or additions to the existing electrical installation (including those
which may be found necessary as a result of any Electrical inspections) shall be
carried out using a system of wiring approved by the Council (e.g. cables enclosed in
screwed metal conduit or metal trunking, or mineral insulated metal-sheathed
cables.

(NOTE FP.200 or similar cables would not be acceptable for this

purpose).

The fire alarm change over switch shall be in the "FIRE ALARM
LIGHTS AND BUZZERS" position during the whole time that the premises
are in use under the licence.

An attendant shall be on duty in the cloakroom during the whole time that it is in
use.

Capacity figures to be monitored by front of house security team.
Security, stewards and street staff to monitor queue at all times.
Every person entering the club to be clicked in using a tally counter.

A minimum of one SIA registered door staff per 100 customers at events risk
assessed as moderate and always after 11 pm.

All events are risk assessed, with consideration given to

1. Age group of crowd

2. Previous record of promoter or event in other venues

3. If it has potential for trouble, the event will not be held

An incident log of crime and disorder occurrences to be maintained.

Customers can only leave via one exit, unless in an emergency

At the exit a strong, vigilant security presence shall be maintained at three separate
points, at events risk assessed as moderate and always after 11pm.

Customers attempting to leave the premises with glass or bottles to be required to
surrender the items before exit.

Only safety/toughened glass to be used in the premises unless the event has been

risk assessed as low and-abwaysafter10pm-
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36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

When requested, Rrisk assessments {ferm-696} for all events to be supplied by
promoters and sent to local police.

Searching of customers to be a condition of entry to vary from full body pat down
and/or metal detector on high profile nights to bag checks on other occasions unless
the event has been risk assessed as low; but always for entry after 11pm.

Any potential weapons to be handed over to management and destroyed.
Patrols to take place inside and outside the venue, including surrounding area, to

discourage use or dealing of illicit substances

Any controlled drugs on the premises to be confiscated by security, with duty
manager responsible for destroying it.

41. Temporary barriers to be erected to give good control of customers
approaching and leaving the premises.

42.

43.

44,

45,

46.

47.

48.

Highly visible stewards to manage the behaviour of customers and
begin the selection process.

Specialist cleaners to be employed to remove unwanted graffiti.

During hours of operation the fire exits to be manned by security
that is in constant radio contact with colleagues and management.

Attendants solely designated for washroom duty to be rostered for
all peak times, floor operatives to monitor the toilets at all other
times.

CCTV to be maintained on the premises

1. Hard drive to be kept under lock and key
2. Constant recordings daily for 31 days

3. Images to be stored for 31 days.

Subject to any lesser figure advised by fire authority, capacity
to be restricted to maximum of 720 persons.

A separate room, far from any noise, to be set up for customers
suffering any signs of distress, where they can be monitored by a
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50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

first aid team until well.

Any person entering this room will automatically trigger the
completion of an incident report and a manager must be made aware
ASAP.

A manager, on advice of a first aider will make the decision to
call emergency services.

Sound limiting devices to be installed on the premises, with
master control held by sound engineers, in a locked area separate
from public manipulation.

All doors and windows to be kept closed whilst amplified music is
being played within the premises.

Acoustic lobbies to external doors to be maintained

At all late night events security to be permanently located at all
fire exits to ensure doors are not left open when amplified music is
being played.

Air-handling units external to the premises to be sound insulated
to avoid late night nuisance.

Smoking customers wishing to use smoking area must queue inside the venue and
wait their turn. Numbers outside are strictly limited to 4-ata-time-te-be ensure no

nuisance is caused to premises in the local vicinity and controlled by managers and
security. Customers are reminded at all times to be quiet while using the area.

No food to be prepared or cooked on premises.
Litter marshals to patrol the streets regularly; they are also
obliged to tidy and sweep the streets regularly and finally when the

venue has closed for the evening.

All outside promoters must sign declaration to undertake not to
engage in fly-posting.

Challenge 21 to be adopted with photographic ID is required for
all customers who appear to be underage. Only a valid driver’s licence,

Village Underground Limited | Registered Office: 54 Holywell Lane, London EC2A 3PQ | Registered in England & Wales | Company
Registration Number 5234474 | VAT Registration Number 941707326



61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

passports and the proof of age scheme card that carry the PASS logo
shall be accepted.

Children not to be permitted into the venue during performances

of an adult content, nor late night events i.e. after 9pm. All shows
content is risk assessed before contact and consultation with partners
is updated every step of the booking from enquiry to strike out.

Film screenings to be ticketed events only.

All bars shall stop the sale of alcohol at least twenty minutes before the
end of the evening to ensure prompt exit at closing time and reduce
noise when music stops.

The cloakroom to be set up with the purpose of swift return of
coats. All staffing levels and control systems are increased prior to
closing with this goal in mind.

During the last 20 minutes of trading strategies shall be employed

to encourage the gradual dispersal of customers, including closing off
rooms and areas , gradually increasing the lighting levels in the said
areas, playing of slower music and reducing the volume as the
customers leave the dance floor.

A duty manager to be always positioned in an area close to the main
exit to oversee the end-of-night departure period. Customers queuing
for cloaks to be reminded to be considerate upon leaving the premises.
Highly visible notices to be placed at the doors requesting exiting
customers to leave quietly and to respect neighbours and their property.

Events running after 9pm not to use glass products unless risk assessed as safe.
Customers are not allowed to leave the premises with bottles and glasses. This policy
to be supported by a vigilant security team, stopping and

searching customers where necessary. Bins to be provided at the exits

for the use of customers.

Rubbish patrols are carried out regularly during the night and at
the end of activities . Patrols to collect all cans, fliers, food
wrappings in the immediate vicinity of the premises.

Door staff shall draw customer attention to notices in the foyer
and ask them to act responsibly, especially in regard to keeping the
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noise down and leaving in an orderly manner.

70. Door staff shall actively encourage customers not to congregate
around the premises after exiting and direct customers toward the

Conditions derived from Responsible Authority representations

71. No paying customers to be allowed into the venue after 03:00, at
which time the premises front door will be closed (except for
staff/artist/guest list and possible late arriving ticket holders)

72. The licensee will embed into all contractors a clause that all
promotional material, including websites and outside promoters
websites, will advertise that there is strictly no entry after
©6203:00.No promotional material to be distributed until cleared by
Village Underground.

73. Management and Security teams will be fully briefed on the above
specifics before every shift and this information will be included in
all induction staff handbooks/job descriptions.

74. The installation of sound limiting devices (device type to be
approved by the Pollution Team) to all music systems. The limiting
devices should be set to ensure inaudibility at 1m from the facade
of the nearest noise sensitive premises, a certificate of compliance
should be submitted to the Pollution Team on an annual basis.
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APPENDIX B

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY REPRESENTATION:
APPLICATION UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY DETAILS

NAME OF AUTHORITY

Licensing Authority

ADDRESS OF AUTHORITY

Licensing Service
Hackney Service Centre
1 Hillman St

London E8 1DY

CONTACT NAME

David Tuitt

TELEPHONE NUMBER

020 8356 4942

E-MAIL ADDRESS

david.tuitt@hackney.gov.uk

APPLICATION PREMISES

NAME & ADDRESS OF PREMISES

Village Underground
54 Holywell Lane
London

EC2A 3PQ

NAME OF APPLICANT

Village Underground Limited

COMMENTS

| make the following relevant representations in relation to the above application.

public safety

the prevention of crime and disorder X

the prevention of public nuisance X
the protection of children from harm




Representations (which include comments and/or objections) in relation to:

e The premises is a multi-purpose, 720 capacity event space located in the
popular, well established Shoreditch night time economy area. It is
accessed via Holywell Lane via a small courtyard which is also used as the
smoking area.

e There is a concentration of licensed premises in the area, attracting high
volumes of people from across London and beyond.

e As a result, the Council receives complaints of noise and other associated
forms of anti-social behaviour.

¢ |t is noted that there are some residential properties nearby. However, the
main entrance is located opposite the recently opened CitizenM Hotel.

e The offer to reduce hours for activities during the week is welcomed.
However, there are likely to be concerns that the additional hours proposed
at weekends would further exacerbate existing negative impacts in the
area; for example increased levels of public drunkenness, street urination,
littering, rowdy behaviour etc.

The above representations are supported by the following evidence and
information.

The Licensing Act 2003, Statement of Licensing Policy 2016 and Guidance
issued by the Home Office.

Are there any actions or measures that could be taken to allay concerns or
objections? If so, please explain.

In December 2017 | met the applicant to discuss the application in advance of
its submission. As mentioned above, the reduction in hours on weekdays is
welcomed. However, | do feel that, in order to ensure the promotion of the
licensing objectives, some further discussion is required in relation to
proposed/revised conditions, dispersal, and other measures, as well as further
analysis of the potential impacts that could be caused if the application were to
be granted.

Name:
David Tuitt
(Business Regulation Team Leader - Licensing and Technical Support)

Date: 30/01/2018
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground- 54 Holywell Lane EC2A 3PQ

I| C1
rrom: [

Sent: 29 January 2018 19:45

To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>

Subject: Village Underground- 54 Holywell Lane EC2A 3PQ

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE; Village Underground- 54 Holywell Lane EC2A 3PQ

| strongly object to the application to extend the licensing hours at the above premises on the grounds of
prevention of public nuisance, the prevention of crime & disorder, and public safety.

I live in the Shoreditch Saturation Zone Special Policy Area and any increase in opening hours in the
surrounding licensed premises will greatly add to the cummulative impact of nuisance at night for residents.
On Fridays and Saturdays night, we cannot wait till the last wave of rowdy and loud groups coming out of
clubs and pubs has gone out of the neighborhood to finally have peace and be able to sleep. Not to mention
the endless stream of cabs, arguments, fights and other behaviours in the streets.

It is not about how well the club is managed, it is about the huge amount of people in the streets during the
night. These people cannot possibly be managed by the clubs as they disperse around at various times. They
are not your normal crowd of people, they are usually in groups, half deaf from the loud music and need to
scream instead of talking normally. In addition, they are often drunk or under the influence of some other
substance and this creates a cacophony of arguments, loud voices, singing, public disorder etc. They park
anywhere in my street even on double yellow lines, bang the car doors, and play their music system extremely
loudly. It also attracts criminal activities such as drug dealing, theft etc. in the streets.

In my street, which is a narrow street with tall building, all noises are amplified and | beg you to allow
residents some peace at week ends.

Please ensure you do not release my personal information.
Yours sincerely,

I Charlotte Road

London EC2A R
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Reference: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

-----Original Message-----
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 17:56
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk=>

Subject: Reference: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am writing to you today as | found out that there is an application to extend the licensing hours for the Village
Underground until 6am on Fridays and Saturdays,

| am a Shoreditch resident living in.CharIotte Road (and have been so for the last 8 years),
While | am personally a big fan of the Village Underground due to its rich culture offerings | am afraid | will still have to
voice my strong objections to this for the following reasons.

- Despite all the great work the council is doing around the Shoreditch Special Policy Area we have seen a very
significant increase in crime and disorder over the last 2 years, especially in the hours after 3am. Alcchol- and drug-
related violence and general disorder are now quite common place on Friday and Saturday nights on our otherwise very
peaceful street.

- Public safety starts being a real issue. Referring to the latest figures on Crime and Violence in Shoreditch (as presented
at the Licensing Policy Consultation on Nov 22nd [ast year) the main offences take place after the hours of 1am on Friday
and Saturday.

Yet another venue with an extended late-night license will further contribute to this problem and will not only harm the
residents on a regular basis (who are already being stretched to the maximum) but in the medium turn will also lead to a
climate that will harm the nighttime economy overall.

Last, but not least, we are expecting a baby which we intend to bring up in our home in Shoreditch. Therefore it is even
more important now to create an environment that will allow us to bring up children free from any threats and harm.

| trust you will take my email into consideration when making your final decision and | am more than happy to provide
further detail upon request.

Could | please also ask you that no personal identifiable information is release to the wider public.

With Kind Regards,
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ - License Application

| c3’
From:

Sent: 26 January 2018 13:47
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ - License Application

Dear Hackney Council

| wish to object to the recent application by Village Underground at 54 Holywell Lane, London, EC2A 3PQ to extend their license
until 6am.

Shoreditch is completely saturated with late night bars and nightclubs and the impact of such venues exiends far beyond their
own walls and has a terrible effect upon the local community in terms of increased noise, shouting, screaming, anti-social
behaviour, graffiti and vandalism against nearby properties, littering the streets with drug detritus and broken botiles and
generally creating a very unpleasant atmosphere. This is a growing, cumulative impact which these late night clubs have upon
the area.

Village Underground claims to be an arts centre for the local community yet the reality is that during its |ate night weekend
events it caters to booze tourists who visit Shoreditch to drink heavily lale into the night and early hours of the morning. ltis
these drunken customers who will then be let loose upon the streets of Shoreditch at 6am every Saturday and Sunday moming,
disturbing local residents and families and fouling up the public spaces. This application has nothing to do with art or cullure and
everything to do with making a profit at the expense of of local residents’ quality of life.

I believe this application goes against the four licensing objectives of the Licensing Act and should therefore be rejected.

the prevention of crime and disorder,

1,

2. public safety,

3. prevention of public nuisance, and

4. the protection of children from harm
Regards

. Shoreditch High Street

London E1 N
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From:
Subject:

|
FrmL: [ S e |

C4

Licensing
FW: Licensing Objection: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

C4

Sent: 30 January 2018 10:14
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: Licensing Objection: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

Dear Hackney Council,

I am writing to oppose the 6am license application of The Village Underground for the reasons set out below.

1. The prevention of crime and disorder,

2. Public safety,

3. Prevention of public nuisance

We are currently battling with an epidemic of crime on our street caused by night time activity in
the area which increases each time a new bar opens or license is extended close by. For me
personally, this has meant weekly calls out to the police because of violence, vandalism to our
property and increasingly over the last 6 months, cars parked with music turned up to club noise
levels with people taking drugs before going to late night bars or clubs. The latter is the main
concern for me with a new club open late — people don’t go straight to the club, they park up in
Shoreditch, drink or take drugs, create their own pre-party in the street (which often leads to
violence or threats to women — we had someone arrested last week outside our house who was
stopping women from passing in the street and getting them into their car). Then the same
happens when they come back from the bar —~ fights, loud music, smashing bottles or throwing
things around — we often have bags of rubbish emptied out into the street and kicked around. The
point is, even if the noise from the Village Underground itself wasn't disruptive, the problem for us
is the pre- and after-crowds who are high, have no respect for the area or community living there
and increasingly see Shoreditch as a clubbing resort. Any extension of license would actively
encourage this behaviour and perception.

At the moment, it isn’t safe for me to leave my front door during these pre and post party hours
and have been threatened from inside my house many times. | am 4 months pregnant and when |
open the window and ask the groups to turn the music down, | get threatened, sworn at and told



to move from the area ~ this is how much clubbers visiting the area feel entitled to treat the
community as a party destination they feel no responsibility for how they behave in.

When things get so bad or the crime is a concern outside our flat for the safety of others and we
call the police for help, they are very responsive and often make arrests. However, | feel this is a
huge and unnecessary drain on their resources which is exacerbated by the kind of community
being created with the number of bars and clubs relative to residents and the extension of
licensing hours just m%ans that these problems continue for an extended periqP of time.

The final issue with late licensing is the added pressure on council resources such as rubbish
collection and street cleaning. At the moment, the system seems to be very carefully thought-out
so that after the majority of bars and clubs close, there is a rubbish collection straight after, street
cleaning services between 1am and 6am and so when we are out in the morning with others
enjoying or visiting the neighbourhood, the community looks clean and traces from the nightlife
scene are largely gone. This would not be the case if licensing hours for bars or ¢clubs changed as
there would not be this window to clean the place up ready for the visitors that we welcome to the
area and want to encourage, supporting the many galleries, coffee shops, pop-ups etc. that make
the community great.

| appreciate the work you do in listening to the voices of the community and obviously happy to provide any
more detail on the above or attend any forums to explain my view.

Thanks for listening,



Sanaria Hussain C5

__— T _— I
From: Licensing
Subject: FW. Village Underground, 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

C5

From o e B By |
29 January 2018 21:21

Sent:
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: Village Underground, 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

Dear Hackney Council

| wish to object to the Village Underground (54 Holywell Lane, London, EC24 3PQ) recent application to extend their licensing hours to an
outrageous 6am every Saturday and Sunday morning. There are families and hard working people living in this area and who have suffered
so much from the excesses of the night time noise. To then have our early mornings robbed too is just insulting to our basic human rights.

Extending the alcohol license of Village Underground by a further two hours will simply mean their customers will be two hours more
drunk in the morning streets of Shoreditch. Its not just the anti-social behaviour when they leave , its things like stationery ubers which add
to the already heavily polluted streets. Alcohol leads to more fights and shouting let alone all the nitrous oxide balloons and booze mess
left behind for the council to clean up. The time between 4-6am is the only time you actually get to have peace and quiet round here.
Please dont let this happen.

Village Underground’s application to add two more hours of boozing onto what is already a very late license contradicts the four licensing
objectives of the 2003 Licensing Act and should be refused.

i. the prevention of crime and disorder,

2. public safety,

3. prevention of public nuisance, and

4. the protection of children from harm
Regards

I Holgell Lane

{1 do not wish for any personally identifiable information to be released)

Best Wishes,
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground Licensing Application ECZA 3PQ
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Sent: 30 January 2018 11:53
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>

Subject: Village Underground Licensing Application EC2A 3PQ

Dear Sir/Madam,

Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

| am writing to challenge this licensing application.

Their plans to extend their alcohol license until 6am every weekend is completely unfair to local
residents

and will create a precedent for other nightclubs to quickly follow. | am aware that Hackney is
reviewing the licensing policy

for Shoreditch due to the concentraion of late-night bars and clubs in such a small area and are
considering extending the

Special Policy Area as a protection for local residents.

I understand Village Underground are confident about this license as they have conducted a
determined campaign to ensure
all of their customers write in to Hackney Licensing to demand this extension.

If Village Underground cannot compete as a live music venue without disturbing the local community
until 6am every
weekend then it is time for them to close and relocate elsewhere.

This application is in contradiction of licensing objectives of the Licensing Act and should therefore be
rejected.

the prevention of crime and disorder,
public safety,

prevention of public nuisance

the protection of children from harm
litter

§0 5

Yours faithfully,
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

—--Original Message—--

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 18:12

To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>

Subject: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

Dear Hackney Licensing
| am writing to strongly object to the proposal to grant a 6am licence to the Village Underground.

Having either lived or worked in the Old Street area of Hackney since the early 1990s, | have
witnessed overwhelming change, some of it for the good, and some less so. Although the economy
has improved for many as a result of the growth of the nighttime activities, along with this there has
been an increase in anti-social behaviour, noise, intimidating behaviour through drunkenness and
drug taking and as a result crime.

In order for everyone to continue to live side by side, there needs to be more respect for each other,
and to grant a 6am licence will only encourage the kind of behaviour that makes Shoreditch an
unpleasant and unwelcoming place for the many people who live and work there.

| would urge Hackney Council not to grant this, or indeed any other 6am licence for the good of all of
the residents and workers in the area.

With thanks

Hoxton Street
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Reference: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

C8
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From: [

Sent: 28 January 2018 22:16
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>

Subject: Reference: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
Dear Hackney Council Licensing,
I'm writing as a resident of EC2A.

My residence is surrounded by clubs. I do not wish to see a precedent set by extending Village
Underground's licensing hours. If this precedent is allowed and adopted by other clubs in the
area, not only will our Friday and Saturday evenings be spent avoiding being on the streets with
drunken disorder, but our weekend mornings will be jeopardised too.

I'have experienced harrassment, verbal abuse, racial abuse, plenty of public urination and
defecation, all on my street.

I am regularly on the street, usually twice a day, to take my elderly Labrador out on walks. We
try to avoid going out from 6pm onwards on Thursdays because of the drunken disorderliness
that comes from club-goers in the area. Extending hours would simply make these times much
harder to avoid, and leave us more vulnerable to harrassment, public nuisance, disorder, and
public hygiene issues.

Thank you for your consideration.
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

From; | RIS T v |

Sent: 30 January 2018 18:28
To:
Ce: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>;

Subject: Re: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

Hi,

The Jago Action Group supports the objections made against this application, in view of the potential negative
effect on all the licensing objectives in the wider neighbourhood if a precedent were set for a 6am licence.
Kind regards

Robin Fellgett

(for JAG).

On 26 Jan 2018 2:17 ar, |
Dear Hackney Licensing

In reference to the above application from Village Underground, ! am hereby registering my strong objection to the extension of an alcohol
license to 6am.

I believe this application does not meet the four licensing objectives as laid out in the Licensing Act of 2003

the prevention of crime and disorder,
public safety,

prevention of public nuisance, and
the protection of children from harm

-l:-UJM:—-

It seems obvious that a 6am alcohol license on Fridays and Saturday nights is going to attract heavy drinkers and cause a lot more noise at a
time when local residents and their children are asleep. Shoreditch has already first hand experience of anti-social behaviour to such an
extent that Hackney Council recently launched a review aimed at finally bringing sanity back 1o this area.

It also appears that the timing of this application is opportunistic and an attempt to expand the hours of the venue before the Hackney
Council review has been completed and the possible expansion of the Special Policy Area established.

1am not only the owner of [ =: ] Holywell Lane - the I to Village Underground - but | am also

the landlord for Village Underground as they currently rent my building for ancillary uses. | have been owned this building these past 34
years. | do not live in Shoreditch at the moment and in fact Village Underground have rented my property for the past decade so they can
run the venue seamlessly. [ have no objection to the arts based side of the enterprise - in fact | support it - as the area has for a long time
attracted artists, myself included. But I received no notification from Village Underground about this highly controversial application. In
fact was deliberately kept out of the loop by the people running the venue,



There is no way that Village Underground can control what their customers do when they leave the club in a drunken state. Local residents
are regularly woken up by the screams of drunken Village Underground customers, not to mention the fact my building is often sprayed
with graffiti after late night events at VU. lts also a commonplace experience for surrounding buildings to be urinated over and even
defecated upon. This is all due to the effects of masses of drunken people leaving venues in the early hours of the morning. To extend this

| camage from 4am until 6am would be utter madness. For each one of the reasons I set forth above I believe that the Application should
be rejected in its entirety by the Council.

. Yours sincerely
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
From:

Sent: 26 January 2018 16:12
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

Dear Hackney Licesning,

I write to put in my strong objection to an extension of Village Underground 's licence to 6am on Friday and
Saturday nights. As everyone in the neighbourhood knows, 4 am is bad enough but 6am is totally unreasonable
for a variety of reasons.

[ believe this application does not meet the four licensing objectives as laid out in the Licensing Act of 2003

1. the prevention of crime and disorder,
2. public safety,

3. prevention of public nuisance, and
4. the protection of children from harm

Village Underground, seems to run a decent operation. However, make no mistake, late hours are a nuisance.
As hundreds of people spill out of the clubs they roam the streets, shouting, vomiting, drinking, screaming,
urinating and littering. I can see from my window crimes regularly taking place late night nearby this venue,
such as drug taking and selling and men exposing themselves as they pee in the street. In the early momings
when | walk my dog I find empty drug bags and cannisters all over the ground and a ridiculous amount of
rubbish. There is a genuine safety concern with all these drunk and high people roaming our streets. Enabling
these absurdly late hours will contribute to the cumulative impact.

The protection of children from harm is vital. Shoreditch is overwhelmed with inebriated and unsociable
people due to the concentration of drinking establishments. Evenings attract violence, illicit acts and vile
behaviour, and residents have their doors smashed, front doors urinated and defecated on, etc. As a resident I
fear for the safety of my child and others in the area.

As this venue is on the border of the Shoredtich SPA it should be given the strictest review. If you allow them
to have a 6am licence it will set a precedent and other bars and clubs will aim to extend their licences as well.
At that point, why have any time restrictions?

For each one of the reasons set forth above [ believe that the Application should be rejected in its entirety by the
Council.

If this application will be going to the Planning Sub-Committee I would like to be advised of the date. I also
urge the Council to schedule the hearing in the evening.
Yours sincerely,
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground license modification

Cc11

From: [
Sent: 29 January 2018 20:35

To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>

Subject: Village Underground license modification

Dear Sirs,
Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane, London EC2A 3PQ license change.

[ am writing to voice a strong objection to the request by the owners of Village Underground music and
entertainment venue to extend their hours to 6am every friday and saturday night, all year round. the license
extension covers music, dancing and provision of alcohol over the new extended hours.

1 had previously objected to Village Underground's initial license, and have made a number of complaints about
the noise, to Hackney council, meeting with noise control officers on site, more than once.

As I live | thc road from the venue, in Fairchild Place, I have first hand experience of the
disruption the venue already causes.

There continues to be a noise nuisance. While it may fall within acceptable decibels, the constant low
pounding bass disrupts sleep of all the nearby residents. To have this occurring every single weekend is
unacceptable.

I am concerned too, that the longer license will attract more young people, who already leave the venue
intoxicated, and either fight, pause to drink more alcohol, or urinate or vomit, in our small dead end street, on
their way back to Liverpool Street Station or Old Street Station. All of these issues are already occurring
regularly the morning after events at Village Underground.

As the venue has become more popular, the queues to get in get longer and longer, extending onto Shoreditch
High Street, with many already drinking or intoxicated, and noisy. the greater the volume of people there, plus
alcohol (and drugs) the greater the risk of public disorder and of crime. This threatens the safety of passing
members of the public, and is intimidating to those of us who live very close by, trying to get to and from our
homes.

I am sure the increasing number of tourists that are visiting the Shoreditch area would also find it intimidating,
as would people (including children) staying at the new Citizen M hotel, whose entrance is directly opposite

the entrance to Village Underground (and could not avoid the crowds waiting to get in).

Yours sincerely
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
| | C12
From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 12:13
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane Landon EC2A 3PQ

Hello Licensing
lam writing to object to the change of hours proposed by Village Underground

This is a large club space of 400M2 with a capacity of 720 guests sited in the shoreditch triangle and
therefore subject to the restriction of the special policy area.

The change in venue hours is without doubt going to add to the negative cumulative impact on local
residents.

A recent study by Hackney council clearly showed a concentration of both ambulance and police
calls between 1am to 3am on Friday and Saturday. Something most residents have experienced first
hand.

This change in hours will significantly extend the amount of time residents have to suffer noise
disturbance

This change in hours will drive up the amount of alcohol consumed by guests and therefore the risk
to local children

With drunk guests leaving at 6am and remaining in the shoreditch area this will increase the chance
of children interacting with drunk or drugged revellers during the morning

} can not support the requested change in hours and ask that this be refused.

Your faithfulli

Resident

[l Charlotte Road
London

Ecza i}



Sanaria Hussain C1 3

From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
Importance: High

| | C13
rrom: [

Sent: 25 January 2018 22:20

To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>

Subject: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
Importance: High

Dear Hackney Licensing,

I write to strongly object to the recent license application by Village Underground, in particular their plans to extend their
alcohol license until 6am on Saturday and Sunday mornings.

| believe this application fails to meet the four licensing objectives as laid out in the Licensing Act of 2003

prevention of crime and disorder,
public safety,

prevention of public nuisance, and
the protection of children from harm

LN

Village Underground is a Jekyll & Hyde venue. Although local residents don't have a problem with its so-called ‘arts &
culture’ aspect we do have issues with its ‘nightclub’ aspect. This application falls into the latter category.

The owners of this venue are fully aware Hackney Council are currently conducling a serious review of the licensing
activities of this part of the borough with a view to expanding the 'Special Policy Area'. This venue would fall within the
boundary of an expanded SPA. The timing of their application reveals opportunistic motives of simply trying to gain

a licensing extension before this happens.

| also find it strange they feel they are not capable of running an ‘arts & culture' venue without the granting a 6am booze
license. Perhaps they are in the wrong business? Or the wrong part of London? There are countless ‘arts & culture’
venues throughout London that don't need such a license to prosper.

There are families with children living close to this venue. Many local residents get little respite from the night

time economy as it is but to then have precious weekend mornings ruined even further by the loud screams and shouts of
drunken customers pouring out of Village Underground two hours later is really too much. Are we all really supposed to
sleep with ear plugs?

Annoyingly, we also regularly have our buildings vandalised with graffiti and urinated against during the aftermath of
"Tempaorary Event Notice' events at Village Underground. And now, with this new license, Village Underground plan to
hold these events every weekend? If they cannot control drunken customers with their 4am license how will they control
these same customers when they are two hours drunker at 6am? It makes no sense.

Due to their colossal sound system Village Underground also contributes to the 'fug of noise’ local residents struggle to
sleep through. The noise from Village Underground is actually at its most noticeable in the early hours of the morning -
and when the Councits Noise Pollution Teams have long gone off duty - and so to prolong this by a further two hours
would be just more punishment for residents.

Granting this license would simply exacerbate the noise disturbance and anti-social behaviour that already badly affects
the streets of Shoreditch. And yet whose responsibility is it to control these hordes of drunks marauding the streeis? The
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Police want no part of it and Hackney's tiny handful of wardens are tucked up in bed themselves by this point. Chaos
on the streets in the very early hours of the morning is the inevitable fruit of far too many alcohol licenses in too small an
area being granted too easily,

In light of the above | truly hope the Council will keep one eye on the future by rejecting this application completely.

Yours sincerely,

[ Holywell Lane
Shore

EC2A|

{1 do not wish for any personally identifiable information to be released)

Begin forwarded message:

From: villageunderground.co.uk>

Subject: Our Future Plans and License Application
Date: 17 January 2018

As you know we had an extension of our hours some years ago. This enabled us to
invest in our facilities, which was essential in VU becoming one of London’s best grass
roots music venues. We proudly present hundreds of music and arts events, and we
work with over 1500 artists each year. As a grass roots venue our reason for existing
is to develop new music and artists’ careers - and in doing so we're dedicated to
contributing to the cultural life of the area and of London, as well as feeding new
talent into the UK’s music and cultural ‘industries’.

I’'m sure that you have read much of the recent sad demise of music venues in London.
| expect that you've performed in some of the great clubs that we’ve lost. Village
Underground has not been spared the pressures that have ended other important
grass roots venues. We've fought hard to survive the Citizen M hotel opposite and the
Highgate development next door, but we’ve also suffered a 600% rent increase and a
major business rates rise. Keeping up as a London Living Wage employer we’ve also
seen a massive increase in our staffing bill over the last couple of years.

All these and other financial pressures have brought us to a cross roads: We want to
continue pursuing our mission of being one of London’s best grass roots music venues,
building the careers of home grown artists and curating acts from around the giobe
for the many communities of the city. This is why we do what we do. But for that to
continue and to be viable and sustainable we now have to change our aperation.

We're applying to extend our finish from 4am to 6am on Friday and-Saturday nights.
Critically, this will enable us to present live music and other cultural events on Friday
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and Saturday evenings, before the |later weekend music programming. In turn this
means that we can free more Wednesdays and Thursdays for commercial/corporate
events - the revenue of which is essential to keep VU and its mission viable for the
future. VU is a Social Enterprise and our music and arts programming has always
needed subsidising in this way, only of late that subsidy level has been dramatically
pushed up.

To balance this out we are also volunteering to hand back some of our weekday hours,
instead of a closing time of 2am Monda'[r - Wednesday we will close at midnight. This
equates to an overall net reduction in hours.

In summary, the proposed premises license application is on the same terms as the
existing premises licence, save for:

1.  Areduction to the terminal hours for regulated entertainment and the
sale of alcohol by 2 hours on Mondays to Wednesdays
to midnight {currently 2am) and 23:40 (currently 01:40) respectively.

2. An extension to the terminal hours for licensable activities on Fridays
and Saturdays to 06:00 for regulated entertainment (currently 03:30)

and 05:30 for the sale of alcohol and late night refreshment

{currently 03:30).

3. Cleaning up some of our conditions with minor amendments and
updates to conditions 35, 36, 56, 63, 67 and 72 - Ive attached our license so
that you can look at these in more detail if you would like.

All other proposed licensable activities, permitted hours and conditions will remain
as per the existing premises licence. For full clarity we will also submit a document
summarising the differences between the existing premises licence and the
proposed premises licence appended to application.

In terms of change for you as a neighbour and impact on the immediate area we do
not believe there will be a significant difference, for the last decade we have used all
21 available T.E.N. opportunities each year to extend our close time in this way. In
this sense we are regularising what already happens, with we hope a modest
increase.

We have not received complaints of music noise or dispersal noise at either 4am or
6am, so do not expect there to be an issue under this proposed change.



We have always believed 6am is a better time to disperse customers than 4am
because the ambient noise is much higher and public transport is fully functional,
both greatly reducing the chance of any disturbance.

| know that you were opposed to our previous license application, so | wanted to go
through this all with you in advance. We genuinely would not be doing this unless
we felt we had to. | hope that since our last application you’ve seen us to be
conscientious neighbours, only a phone call away and always responsive. | hope that
you can also vaitle what we’re trying to achieve here and that youlcan support us in
continuing our mission.

Please get in touch with any questions, | would like to meet to discuss this in detail
and our operating practices in general, if you can spare the time.

Very best

Auro

. VILIAGE
UNDERGROUND
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
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From: [

Sent: 30 January 2018 15:14
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

RE: Objection to proposal for extension to music and alcohol license to 6am.
Dear sirs,

I am writing to voice my serious concern with regards to the plans to extend the licensing hours of the Village
Underground to 6am - every Friday and Saturday night.

As a resident of the area local to the venue in question | live in a historically protected property. Due to these limitations it
is not possible to have double glazing installed in the property. As | live on the second floor of the building | am already
subject to an enormous amount of noise, pollution and vibration on the front of the property (which is adjacent to the
traffic lights on Shoreditch High Street.

The only respite in this situation, is that | am fortunate enough to have my bedroom on the rear of the property - so the
traffic / people noise is sufficiently reduced from the front of the building to allow me to get at least some rest on most
nights.

In recent months buskers under the bridge on shoreditch high street have been allowed to be exceptionally noisy which
has made the level of noise at the front of the property almost unbearable on some weekends (including Sunday) nights.
This noise is also loudly audible at the rear of the property and combines with the general noise emitted from the Village
Underground customers and those of other local venues as they spill out onto the street and hang around often in large
groups. In the summer when it is essential to open windows (to allow air to flow around what is essentially a very small
flat) this level of noise can already be experienced at levels which make it impossible to sleep.

Fortunately this noise has been restricted to controlled hours which allow at least some sleep to be achieved after the
venues close. If the venue is allowed to open until 6am every Friday / Saturday night it will make it impossible to sleep,
particularly during summer months.

The council should bear in mind that, as much as these opening hours my be appropriate for ‘out-of-town’ or more
isolated venues, they are most certainly NOT APPROPRIATE for establishments which are located in mixed residential
locations such as Shorediich / Holywell lane area. If you continue to allow this sort of development then it will impact so
negatively on the local area as to make the older buildings (which can't be double glazed) completely uninhabitable.
Buildings left vacant will ultimately fall into disrepair and have a detrimental impact on the potential and value of the entire
area - from a residential, but also a commercial perspective.

The nature of the location is also such that any loud noise is bounced around and transferred by the acoustics of the local
high rise buildings. This magnifies and reflects the noise generated from the local venues back towards the rear of the
residential properties along shoreditch high street and holywell lane.

Not only is it unacceptable from a the perspective of noise pollution, the proposed hours are considerable longer than the
majority of local venues - this means that after the peoint in the evening when the other venues close, one can expect an
enormous influx of potentially ALREADY INEBRIATED patrons flocking to the area to carry on their night and the only late
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night venue - directly behind my home! As a woman who lives alone | am concerned about the level of public safety |
would then have in having to traverse this throng of late night drunken individuals in order to get to my residence.

As the venue is directly adjacent to the high street, one can expect that this enormous influx of most likely inebriated
individuals will also spill out into the local area - as they can already be seen hanging around on the streets after the club
closes on it's current licensed hours - if the individuals are carrying on to 6am then one can assume that they are likely to
have abused a variely of substances aside from alcohol to facilitate this late night partying. | worry as to what may
happen if these individuals are then wondering around a residential neighborhood unchecked in groups, at the quietest
time for police presence and other security - if it were to close at 6am.

Please do not allow these plans to go ahead - they are based on greed and pay no heed to the rights and concerns of
local residents. The only reason to request this pxtension is clearly to attract the patrons from other local venufs after
they close - do you really think that it is approprfate to then condense these already wasted individuals into one place so
close to the homes of local residents families and children? | do not.

Best regards,

I
I sioreditch High Street, E1{

Mobile: NN
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground 54 Helywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
Attachments: Premises licence 2016 (1).doc
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From R = R ———

Sent: 23 January 2018 13:57

To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>

Cc:

Subject: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

Dear Hackney Licensing,

I write to object to the above referenced license application, in particular to extend Friday and Saturday hours
until 6am.

Village Underground is a key local venue and social enterprise, and yes, venues like this in London are under
threat from development, rising rents and business rates. And yes, we should all do what we can to protect our
grassroots venues and ensure that the creative economy that defines this city continues to thrive. This is where
we would look to the Council and also to London’s Night Czar Amy Lamé, to work with the venue to develop a
sustainable business mode! that does not require spurious asks like SERVING ALCOHOL UNTIL 5.30 am as a
solution to revenues. There is no reason that residents should have to bear the brunt of this situation. We love
living in Shoreditch, and some of us like to get up early in the morning and get on a bicycle and enjoy being
outdoors. Having to deal with drunk revellers who had their last drink at 5.30 am is frankly nauseating - not to
mention occasionally dangerous and uncomfortable.

While in principe the reduction in weekday hours is welcomed, it’s clear that these are not profitable hours for
the venue: hence the argument of switching one out for the other doesn’t work. There isn’t a sacrifice being
made here, and the point is not about net opening hours, but what is reasonable in terms of opening hours: for
residents, for punters, and for the institution. So, whatever way you look at it this is a bit of “lipstick on the
pig”™: one of our important venues is under threat and residents should absorb cumulative impact to save it. 1
don’t think so.

Specifically, I object for the following reasons:

1. This premises is on the edge of the Shoreditch Special Policy Area, and would be inside the newly expanded
SPA. This application should receive very close review and the burden of proof is on the operator to make the
case for special circumstances, in particular having considered other ways in which they might support the
viability of the business.

2. The applilcation is for late hours, which under current licensing guidelines means it is the operator's
responsibility to show no adverse impact and contribution to cammulative impact. The operator’s claims of
good faith until now - undisputed - are insufficient. This needs real exploration and data.



3. This address is located in the heart of Shoreditch, near to some of London’s busiest bars. It is common
knowledge that the neighbourhood is often an open air club, with violence, vomiting, urination, defecation,
drug use and unsociable conduct late into the night, presenting real safety and security issues. And here we
have an operator suggesting the SERVING OF ALCOHOL UNTIL 5.30 am makes business sense. It’s lazy
commercialism at its worst,

4. The protection of children from harm is vital. Shoreditch can be overwhelmed with inebriated and
unsociable people due to the concentration of drinking establishments - in particular on Friday and Saturday
evenings when much of the trade is not local to the area, or frankly, to London showing little regard for the
environment. Eveningp attract violence, illicit acts and vile behaviour, and residtnts have their doors smashed,
front doors urinated and defecated on, etc. As residents we shouldn’t have to continuously make such a stark
trade-off between the place we love to live and the environment our children are exposed to because operators
lazily believe that selling more alcohol is the only way to make an enterprise viable. Operators have to take
responsibility for the environment they help create, and taxes is not enough, not least in an environment where
central government austerity madness means there are fewer police on the streets to manage the fall-out of
drunken revelry.

For each one of the reasons set forth above I believe that the Application should be rejected in its entirety by the
Council.

IF this application will be going to the Planning Sub-Committee I would like to be advised of the date. I also
urge the Council to schedule the hearing in the evening allowing those of us that work during the day to
attend.

. New Inn Street

(1 do not consent to release of any personally identifiable information)
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From: Licensing
Subject; FW: Licence Application - weekending 05/01/2018
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rrom: [ |
Sent: 27 January 2018 12:22

To: Subangini Sriramana <Subangini.Sriramana@Hackney.gov.uk>

Subject: Re: Licence Application - weekending 05/01/2018

Hello. 1 would like to object to the application by Village Underground, 54 Holywell Lane EC2A 3PQ. This
decision required a great deal of thought, given how highly we value live music venues in Hackney. . The
Village Underground, in particular, enjoys iconic status. However, there is simply no way to justify the
proposal to extend the liclense to allow performances until 6 AM Friday and Saturday and late night
refreshment until 5:30 AM these two days. Any resident knows the antisocial behaviour associated with the
post-clubbing crowds. The vomit and noise on the streets is a given result, no matter how well managed the
venue may be. In the interests of public safety and prevention of public nuisance, my family and I therefore
object to this application. Please note: I do not wish any personally identifiable information to be released.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. .

Regards,

Hoxto Square
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground
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-----Original Messagg--—-
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 18:37
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: Village Underground

Dear Sirs

I would like to object to extended license for Village Underground.

| have been a resident of Shoreditch for over 30 year and [ove the area but do not want an all night culture from a late
night culture.

My protest is on the grounds of safety, the area is already littered with broken bottles, cigarette ends and general rubbish.
Also people shouting and screaming late into the night.

There will be more crime and disorder as more people come 1o the area, this threatens public safety, a public nuisance
and is unsafe and threatening for children and residents.

Please reject this application.
I do not want any personally identifiable information released please.

thank you

]
Luke St EC2A
.Com
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Objection Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
Attachments: Premises licence 2016 (1).doc

| '1
From: SRR Aw S & = |
Sent: 22 January 2018 09:42
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: Objection Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

Dear Hackney Licensing,
I write to strongly object to the above license application to extend the licensing hours until 6am at weekends.

My young family live in the area and we can barely get a good nights sleep on any day from Thursday —
Saturday night because of the screaming and shouting that occurs after closing time in local clubs venues. The
bouncers are totally ineffective and once they leave the venue the drunk and often abusive clubbers stumble
through the back streets of Shoreditch causing widespread disruption.

Having another venue closing at 6am will simply mean further drunk and disorderly people leaving the clubs
and ensuring little or no quality sleep is possible at the weekends.

Furthermore hotel guests and visitors coming to Shoreditch early for the flower market on Sundays should not
be met by abusive people leaving clubs, which is generally the case if you visit the area at the weekend around
2-4am to see just how bad it is.Defacation and vomit is normal on weekends in front of our door.

The licensing department and council must work closely together as the area has degenerated so badly as retail
spaces have been turned into bars and late night restaurants and the daytime economy has badly suffered with
most of the Shoreditch triangle closed during the day. Tower Hamlets licensing have continued to benefit from
Shoreditch by blocking bars and clubs opening around Redchurch St, and instead creating one of the most
creative retail areas around Redchurch street. This was a lost opportunity for Shoreditch and only by
recognising the value of the day time economy can Shoreditch improve.

The Village Underground would make a fantastic retail and event space but in its current use as late night club
is only open after midnight so the local council lose out on creation of daytime jobs and boosting the local area.

I ask the licensing department to also familiarise themselves with the future shoreditch plan
(https://www . hackney.gov.uk/future-shoreditch) that promotes the day time economy over the nighttime
economy and to help grow the area to improve for everyone and not just a few club owners making excess
profits at the expense of everyone else.

The application should be rejected in its entirety by the Council.

If this application will be going to the Planning Sub-Committee I would like to be advised of the date. I also
urge the Council to schedule the hearing in the evening.

1



Sincerely

Rivington Street
(I do not consent to release of any personally identifiable information)
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
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Sent: 26 January 2018 02:17
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>;

Subject: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
Dear Hackney Licensing

In reference to the above application from Village Underground, I am hereby registering my strong objection to
the extension of an alcohol license to 6am.

I believe this application does not meet the four licensing objectives as laid out in the Licensing Act of 2003

1. the prevention of crime and disorder,
2. public safety,

3. prevention of public nuisance, and

4. the protection of children from harm

It seems obvious that a 6am alcohol license on Fridays and Saturday nights is going to attract heavy drinkers
and cause a lot more noise at a time when local residents and their children are asleep. Shoreditch has already
first hand experience of anti-social behaviour to such an extent that Hackney Council recently launched a
review aimed at finally bringing sanity back to this area.

It also appears that the timing of this application is opportunistic and an attempt to expand the hours of the
venue before the Hackney Council review has been completed and the possible expansion of the Special Policy
Area established.

I am not only the owner of || =t Il Holywelt Lane - [ - Vi!l-cc
Underground - but I am also the landlord for Village Underground as they currently rent my building for
ancillary uses. I have been owned this building these past 34 years. I do not live in Shoreditch at the moment
and in fact Village Underground have rented my property for the past decade so they can run the venue
seamlessly. I have no objection to the arts based side of the enterprise - in fact I support it - as the area has for a
long time attracted artists, myself included. But I received no notification from Village Underground about this
highly controversial application. In fact was deliberately kept out of the loop by the people running the venue.

There is no way that Village Underground can control what their customers do when they leave the clubina
drunken state. Local residents are regularly woken up by the screams of drunken Village Underground
customers, not to mention the fact my building is ofien sprayed with graffiti after late night events at VU. Its
also a commonplace experience for surrounding buildings to be urinated over and even defecated upon. This is
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all due to the effects of masses of drunken people leaving venues in the early hours of the morning. To extend
this camage from 4am until 6am would be utter madness. For each one of the reasons I set forth above I believe
that the Application should be rejected in its entirety by the Council.

Yours sincerely
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From: ' Licensing
Subject: FW: objection to Village underground licence application

C20

----Original Message---—
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 11:16

To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>

Subject: objection to Village underground licence application
Dear Hackney licensing,

ref: Village underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

As a resident of Shoreditch, i am finding it almost impossible to get sleep on the week ends due to the after hours noise
created by the people (often drunkl) coming out of the late night drinking venues in Shoreditch.

| would like to object to the extended request licence for alcohol, music and dancing licence until 6am by Village
underground at 54 Holywell Lance London EC2A 3AR

It goes without saying that staying open so late means yet more crime and disorder, lat summer it was the late night
Buskers that were the consequence of such late night bars. Playing electric guitars at 4am on both Fridays and
Saturdays.

This is a typical recored unacceptable consequence of late night opening hours.

Public safety, with brawls and fights at these late hours. Public nuisance, caused from the loud noise and yelling and
vomit on our door steps yet again.

Please bring back a life blanche to Shoreditch residents and consider refusing this application

Thank you

Regards

=Eurtain Road

London EC2A
tek

I request that no personally identifiable information is related as per my last objection.
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Subject: FW: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
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—--0Original Message---—-
From:
Sent: 27 January 2018 11:34
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>

Subject: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

| live in Flat [Jl] Holywell Lane and am totally against Village Underground’s plans to increase their booze license to 6am.
It will lead to more noise, anti-social behaviour, street littering, graffiti, urinating and vomiting up against neighbouring
buildings - including ours.

Please protect local residents and their quality of life.

Regards
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Sent: 30 January 2018 16:04
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: Objection to premises licence application 092537 (Village Underground)

Dear Sir,

I wish to object in the strongest terms to this application. Village Underground is finally showing its true
intentions to be an all-night club venue with minimal other cultural activity. It is not appropriate for such a
venue to be located in a mixed-use area with a significant number of residents. My objection is based on the
prevention of public nuisance and the prevention of crime and disorder.

My wife and | Iive_ from VU (in Fairchild Place, less than llllaway) and have done so since
1996, long before VU started. Our daughter has grown up here and goes to school locally. | met Mr Foxcroft
before he opened VU and he stressed his intention to build a cultural venue which might occasionally offer
live music, but not a full-time music venue. This intention was abandoned long ago: VU is now well known as a
club venue and operates several nights a week including one or two events each week that run most of the
night.

I had very little notice of the current application so | have not been able to confirm the current licence hours
and conditions. However, the proposed licence is very clear in allowing events to be run every night until
midnight, 2am or 6am.

This activity impacts our life in two ways. Most directly, the noise of bass-rich, amplified music penetrates the
fabric of our building and has interrupted our sleep on many occasions. On the worst occasions my habit is to
complain directly to Mr Foxcroft by text message or email, and | have my record of a dozen such complaints
over the past two or three years. (| regret that the Hackney noise patrol ceased to be effective some time ago
so | have not routinely logged complaints with them.) Mr Foxcroft has written to me on several occasions
following such complaints and his request is always the same — he wants to do a sound level check in my flat. |
have refused this because his goal is get some numbers to hide behind; regardless of any sound readings, |
know when the noise is disturbing me and that should be enough of a reading for him to reduce the levels of
his sound system. The fact is that he advertises loud music, that is what his customers expect, and he is
putting his business interests abaove the rights of local residents.

Village Underground also contributes materially to the saturation of night-time activities in the South
Shoreditch area. It is a big venue and there is a great deal of human traffic entering and leaving at all hours of
the night. This leads inevitably to more antisocial behaviour in the area and specifically in our street:
drunkenness, more noise, public urination and defecation, drug dealing. This is a wider problem but the only
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way to tackle it is one application at a time. The extended hours requested in this application would make the
problem worse and set a policy precedent of exactly the wrong kind.

| recently provided a taxi service for my daughter to the Brixton Academy, which has been operating as a
music venue for as long as | can remember. It is also located in a mixed use area with local residents, and they
have a curfew at 11pm for almost all events. This would be appropriate for VU and would almost entirely
mitigate the negative impact that their events have on residents.

I will t[e happy to attend a hearing to re-state these views.
I

Regards,

IFairchiId Place

London EC2A
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From: Licensing
Subject: FW: objection to liscencing of Village Underground
From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 19:09
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: objection to liscencing of Village Underground

Reference: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

Dear Hackney Council,

I am writing to object to the extension of Village Underground licence to allow music, dance and booze until
6am, 104 nights a year. As a local resident I am truly horrified that such an application has even been submitted
and is being considered, Anyone who has experienced Shoreditch at night in recent times recognises
immediately that the situation has gotten out of control and residents are living under extreme duress so that
money can be made by businesses that do not care this is a also also a residential area.

In the last 3 months alone I have had my wheelie bin stolen by drunk hooligans in the middle of the night, huge
graffiti defiling a freshly painted side of my property and come home on more than one occasions to discover
both men and women urinating and vomiting on my door step. Not to mention the constant noise pollution of
drunk patrons shouting outside my window almost every night now but especially on the weekends, attracting
both hundreds of ubers and cars honking the night away and the gangs of drug dealers to serve them.

I truly feel that the situation has progressively worsened in recent times and it is urgent for the council to try
reestablish normality and safety in the area for it hard working residents that do not want to live and work in a
24 hour party zone. The customers at Village underground should not be allowed more hours of drunken
celebration at the expense of local residents and business who have to deal with all the negative repercussions.

Shoreditch is not just a party zone but a community where people live and work and have the right to do that
peacefully.

Please do not grant this extension of their licence.

Your sincerely,

B Boundary Street,
E2l
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From |
Sent: 29 January 2018 20:33

To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>

Subject: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ

Hello,

My name is || SN, | 1iv< in ] Shoreditch High Street. Someone informed me today that
Village Underground has applied to extend their license to operate until 6am.

[ believe in supporting the nightlife businesses of London, but I think it is necessary to do it harmoniously with
their local environments. Village Underground is a great venue for people that choose to spend their night there,
but it is the cause of a lot of frustration for every resident living close to it, such as myself.

The primary reason is that the 100s of people that attend gigs at the venue spend a lot of time outside the venue
(taking a break, discussing, smoking, waiting in the queue etc) in Hollywell lane, which causes great amounts
of noise until 3am in the morning. Coupled with the fact that they are drunk and uninterested in considering
local residents as their intention was to go out and have fun, it makes for a very unpleasant experience for
people living nearby. There is consolation in knowing that it will have finished by 3am and we can go to sleep
then, but allowing the venue to operate until 6am will likely make the situation insufferable.

To summarise, my two concerns are regarding:
(1) Public nuisance by the clubgoers

(2) Public safety, given the number of intoxicated individuals in Holywell lane

I urge you to consider the above when making whether to extent Village Underground's license to operate until
6am.

I would prefer that personally identifiable information regarding this email is not released to the public, thank
you in advance.



APPENDIX D

Sanaria Hussain

— T D

Sent: 30 January 2018 15:46

To: Licensing

Subject: License Application Village Underground Voice of Support

Dear Hackney Council, II |

I wanted show my support, as a local small business owner_ - based in Glyn Rd,
Homerton) and as a private citizen based at the same address in Hackney, for the support of Village
Underground's application for a new license.

I feel that the Village Underground is a venue with an excellent reputation and one that serves as a vital hotbed
for creative inspiration, new business partnerships, networking, and everything in between, and it has played an
important role in my decision to start a business in Hackney and to continue living here. Both on a personal and
professional level I know for certain that myself and the rest of my team would greatly benefit from the license
extension as it would allow us even additional opportunities to network and be inspired by the creative elements
constantly on display at this venue, and would be a boon for the music community as a whole as it would allow
for greater artistic expression and flexibility.

I thank your consideration of this application, and I hope on behalf of myself and the small team at --
B -t you reach a favourable decision.

Best regards,




Sanaria Hussain

T I _— ]
From:
Sent: 30 January 2018 15:35
To: Licensing
Subject: Village Underground license Application

Dear Sir or Madam, || |.
I want to let you know that as a Hackney Resident of 15 years and a 35 year career in Hospitality we have very few world
class venues in Hackney and that Village Underground could arguably be considered up their as a world class arts space.

To my mind their application is thoughtful and considered and | believe that their actions are to keep the space buoyant
otherwise they would have applied for this years ago.

The space is well run, mixed use and supports the arts across disciplines and supports the four key licensing objectives
year in year out without fail.

As such | believe the extension should be granted and that you are able, via practical conditions to make this possible
while ensuring the four key licensing objectives continue to be supported and the venue secures its future.

Kind regards



Sanaria Hussain

T o _ P —
From: I
Sent: 30 January 2018 15:32
To: Licensing; +sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground

To whom it may concern, |
I am writing to give my full support for the licence change to the village underground venue in Shoreditch. [
live and work in Shoreditch and I believe that the new licensing proposals by the venue are absolutely
necessary to ensure that the area continues to be a hub of world class art, music and events. This must continue
to be a priority to the council to attract the best young talent to the area which has boosted the transformation of
the area allowing Hackney to successfully raise their business rates.

I and many of my neighbours and colleagues are regular patrons to this venue. The proposals which include
extra trading hours at the weekend seem reasonable, as the area is already a hub for nightlife, especially in this
location. 1do not think that noise and nuisance will be created by extending the hours, it only changes the time
as to when noise is likely to occur, 6am seems more reasonable than 4am for this. Ishould also add that the
venue has been operating in this area for years so unlike any new venues ‘popping up’ the council should be
able to rely on the experience of the professional staff to manage any anti-social behaviour as the currently

do. Now that the tube has changed it’s operational hours over the weekends, it is reasonable to assume that
venues can also open later,

I hope that the council takes a realistic view to support a local grassroots business like village underground.

Kind regards,
I




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 1542

To: Licensing

Subject: Supporting Village Underground's licence application
Attachments: Village Underground.pdf

Please see attached document,

Fron'- with love,

Wal, interesting, and different. Those who have a spark. Plum jobs up for grabs



Sanaria Hussain

From: - ]

Sent: 29 January 2018 12:27

To: Licensing; +sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground
Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing in support of the Village Underground petition on licensing so that it can continue to present world class live
music and art. VU is an invaluable Hackney resource - I am a Hackney resident - and I know it has a world-class reputation as
an arts and music venue for Shoreditch, Hackney, and London itself. It is safe and professionally run venue for people of all
ages and backgrounds and always takes local residents and businesses into consideration, hence their voluntary suggestion to
reduce the working hours during the week. This would mean a reduction of overall hours and of any chance of public nuisance,
crime or disorder at more sensitive times. | also agree with VU that 6am is a more sensible time to ask customers to make their
way home because public transport is up and running and ambient noise is also up.

Live music and arts are so important to the cultural life of the city, not to mention jobs, that we cannot let rising costs, etc.,
destroy valuable venues such as Village Underground.

Yours sincerel




To whom it may concern,

We are writing to support our neighbours Village Underground in their efforts to gain
a full-time late licence for 5/6am. We at ver the years have developed a
very good relationship with Village Underground and their management team who we
consider to be loyal guests but also as friends. They; like us have developed in the
borough of Hackney a world-wide reputation for a first class offer. I understand our
business’s differ in what we offer but we both strive to deliver it with first/world class
service. I have over 130 staff at- and at many time during the week days and
weekends, members of my staff attend Village Underground for various music gigs,
art shows or clubs nights. I know this as my staff talk very highly of VU for various
reasons but one stands out; they always feel safe and well treated in VU unlike other
venues in the surrounding area. My staff have told me how all the staff from the
security to the bartenders are always pleasant which leads them to enjoying any event
that the visit. We have never heard of nor witnessed any trouble nor do we feel uneasy
when at VU.

We feel that VU is the premium late night destination in the local area and that by
extending their licence more guest could enjoy their outstanding facilities. We at
Dishoom have never had any disturbances or never hear any noise pollution which
effect neither guest nor employee alike. We whole heartily back there applications
and write to you to help with your decision to grant them the licence they require.

Yours faithfuily,

]
M Boundary St.
London E2



Sanaria Hussain

. L ]
From: - ]
Sent: 29 January 2018 15:40
To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Letter of Support

Dear whom it may concetn,
{ am a local residence of Hackney and enjoy going to Village Underground. I wish to send this letter in support Village Underground late license.

Village Underground has eamned a world class reputation for the delivery of live art and music cvents over the last ten years. Village Underground's
programming provides a must needed injection of art and culture into Shoreditch. It is a place where people can watch classical music, watch a
documentary about the binh of Norwegian techno or hold a wedding, (just to name a few) all in the same venue! Futuremore next year The venue
will be expanding: The Hackney Art Centre will open in the heart of Dalston, that aims to platform for all types of arts forms and be inclusive to
everyone. | was born and live in Hackney, and have waited for a venue like this to exist my whole life. | believe that extending the finish time at
Village Underground will help fund and continue the excellent programining at the venue as well as broadening the horizons of what Hackney Arts
Centre will have to offer for the local people.

In my experiences of going to Village Underground on a Saturday night, a 6am closing time has been more peaceful and less disruptive than 4am,
Mainly because people are ready to go home on their on accord and there isn't as many to leave in one go, it's more of a drip feed exist. Customers
are more tired and less rowdy.

But most importantly | believe the time should be changed to 6 because it's safer. If visitors leave at 6am it's lighter outside and there is proper
funtioning transport to get them home. This means less loitering outside the venue. The staff and security at Village Underground are professionals
at ensuring a very cffective, smooth end time to any event, especially an event were people are getting themselves home by themselves.

Futuremore Village Underground have voluntarily cut back on late hours on weekday events, so overal] less evenings will be at risk of public
nuisance. And the nights that arc on late are on a weekend anyway, which is a drop in the ocean for the ever poplar Shoreditch nightlife.

I hope my account has been insightful for your decision making.
Thank you for your time.

Best,



Sanaria Hussain

Sent: January B

To: Licensing
Subject: Village Underground licence extension application

I think the Village Underground Licence extension being applied for should obviously be granted.

VU are a destination venue for many people who come from outside the borough. In this they obviously
contribute the the borough's "balance of payments" by bringing new money in as opposed to merely aiding the
circulation of what is already there.

I feel this influence in my business which is directly across Gt Eastern Street from their premises.

I cannot see any reason not to grant them the extension not least because the roads that define their demise are
busy and noisy all the time. If the argument against granting the extension was going to be along the lines of
residential nuisance with visions of rowdy drunks and the like | would counter such drunks as there might be
would more likely deliver the benefit of moderating/slowing traffic flows in at least equal and opposite measure
to the nuisance they cause.

In my experience there is a significant altruistic element to VU's business and this should be generally
supported especially in a circumstance of a limited/non existent downside.

Yours faithfully

_ Great Eastern Street London EC2A _



Sanaria Hussain

——
From:
Sent: 26 January 2018 18:55
To: Licensing
Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground Later License Application
Dear Sir'Madam,

I am writing to you on behalf of the later license application by Village Underground, Shoreditch.

Village Underground is known to and loved by myself and many others, not just London-based but worldwide
as an outstanding platform and institution for the music industry. Delivering cutting edge live music; it brings
culture, vibrancy, employment and enjoyment to many within east London. The 6am license doesn't just extend
this culture that we all love so much, but it aids in reducing local noise, disorderly conduct and crime in the
area.

Noise-wise, if you have walked past the venue during the time of an event, you can agree with me that you can
barely hear any noise pollution over a passing car or bus.

Disorder and crime wise, you can also witness the amount of extremely helpful security to ensure that this is a
safe space. | have never witnessed violence, fighting or anything of the sort - both within and surrounding the
venue.

It feels only right that Village Underground maintains its world class standards by staying open until 6am
during these events, not only for the reasons mentioned above; but this closing time ensures event-goers that
they can travel home by public transport with ease - something that currently is a bit more difficult
(experienced by myself on a number of occasions) at 4am compared to 6am.

Due to its voluntary reduction of mid-week hours, does it not seem fair that this preservation of arts & culture
stays intact within the ever-fading London nightlife scene?

Thank you for reading & I look forward to hearing back in due course.

Kind Regards,



Sanaria Hussain

R e
From: -]
Sent: 26 January 2018 20:17
To: Licensing
Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Undeground

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am hereby writing to you with regards to the Village Undeground, a music venue in Shoreditch.

I would like to express my support for the extension of their licensing times which the management has applied
for. [ believe that, having visited the premises multiple times over the course of the last 6 years during the time
I have been living in London, the venue is one of the very well and professionally run nightclubs where [ have
always felt secure.

I would also like to point out that the venue is culturally important for London as it is one of the few institutions
in London which provides outlet for brave and experimental music and produces its events at a very high
standard. As such, it would be a terrible loss for the community in Hackney and London if the venue is not
allowed to operate longer hours and lose its financial viability as a result.

I would appreciate if you kindly consider my arguments in your licensing decision committee.

I am happy to respond also over the phone in case you need to follow up on any of my points. Do not hesitate to
contact me at

Kind reiards



Sanaria Hussain

From: ]

Sent; 26 January 2018 20:50

To: Licensing

Ce: ; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Subject: Village Underground later licence application

To the Hackney Council Licensing Board,

As a resident of Hackney and as someone who has visited Village Underground on more than one occasion, I
wanted to express my support for their application to remain open until 6am rather than 4am on Friday and
Saturday nights. I've attended great gigs and club nights at the venue and am consistently impressed by the
quality of their bookings. In my experience, the staff have always been friendly and helpful as well.

In general I find 6am a far better time to leave a venue: it's safer as it's brighter outside, and with more public
transport running it's far easier to get home. In addition, a later finish means less disruption at closing time as
more people have headed home when they feel ready to, rather than the lights coming on forcing everyone to
leave at the same time.

I understand Village Underground has volunteered to close its doors earlier on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays and, in a city that operates largely on a 9-5 schedule, it seems to me that these hours are
potentially more socially disruptive than the early hours of the weekend.

Given how well the venue is run, [ would trust the venue to enforce this later licence effectively and ensuring
minimal disruption to the local area. Certainly, in my experience with Village Underground, I have never had
any problems when leaving.

For the reasons above, [ would fully support an extension of Village Underground's licence on a Friday and
Saturday night.

Yours sincereli,



Sanaria Hussain

R ———
From: .
Sent: 26 January 2018 22:09
To: Licensing
Ce: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Undergound - Licence + Trading Hours

To whom it may concern,

Village Underground is world class venue, offering so much to the art and music scene in Shoreditch, Hackney
and London.

It provides a necessary cultural platform and champions the incredible music scene that London has to offer.

As a music booking agent and also working in E2, | have been to the venue many, many times and cannot stress
highly enough how professional the Team there is and I FULLY support the notion that the Team can be relied
upon to ensure there is no public nuisance, crime or disorder.

I have never witnessed anything to this effect in the 30 + times I have been to the venue.

This is down to the fact that the people running the venue are the best in the business and take their
responsibilities towards the local authority and it’s licensing regulations extremely seriously.

Similarly, 6am is a far better time to ask customers to leave than 4am - transport is fully running and ambient
noise levels are much higher.

Kind Regards,
Dylan First

I

(=)




Sanaria Hussain

From: - ]

Sent: 26 January 2018 23:36
To: . Licensing
Subject: Later Trading Hours for Village Underground

Dear Sir or Madam,
I hope this email finds you well.

My name is|NNEEEEEE; | am a neighbour who leaves in A334 Hackney Road, E2.London and | am in favour for
later trading hours for Village Underground (VU).

VU has a world class reputation for providing a platform for cutting edge live music and the arts. Itis a valuable asset to the
local area and does not host the type of events that may cause problems in Shoreditch.

I'We have not experienced any public nuisance, crime or disorder from VU's operation, including events during their usual
hours and later hours under Temporary Event Notices.

VU has a very professional management team and l/we know they can be relied upon to ensure no public nuisance, crime
or disorder will be caused by the proposed change in hours.

I e have not experienced issues with music noise escaping from VU during its current hours and so do not have concerns
about this being a problem during the proposed new hours.

They have volunteered a reduction in hours during weekdays, which is positive, It reduces the risk of public nuisance, ¢crime
or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the week.

The proposals represent an overall reduction in authorised hours for the provision of licensable activities across the week.

The existing management controls and comprehensive licence conditions will ensure the promation all four licensing
objectives.

The applicant has always been proactive in consulting with local residents and stakeholders. This positive engagement
assures local people that VU values the local community and is a longstanding responsible operator.

Looking forward io hearing from you,

Faithfully,



Sanaria Hussain

_
From:
Sent: 27 January 2018 00:13
To: Licensing
Subject: Village Underground License Applicatio
Dear Sir or Madam,
I hope this email finds you well.
My name is [IEEBEEEE | 2 a neighbour who leaves in A334 Hackney Road, E London and | am in favour

for later trading hours for Village Underground (VU).

VU has a world class reputation for providing a platform for cutting edge live music and the arts. It is a valuable asset to
the local area and does not host the type of events that may cause problems in Shoreditch.

1/We have not experienced any public nuisance, crime or disorder from VU's operation, including events during their usual
hours and later hours under Temporary Event Notices.

VU has a very professional management team and lfwe know they can be relied upon to ensure no public nuisance,
crime or disorder will be caused by the proposed change in hours.

I'We have not experienced issues with music noise escaping from VU during its current hours and so do not have
concerns about this being a problem during the proposed new hours.

They have volunteered a reduction in hours during weekdays, which is positive. It reduces the risk of public nuisance,
crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the week.

The proposals represent an overall reduction in authorised hours for the provision of licensable activities across the week.

The existing management controls and comprehensive licence conditions will ensure the promotion all four licensing
objectives.

The applicant has always been proactive in consulting with local residents and stakeholders. This positive engagement
assures local people that VU values the local community and is a longstanding responsible operator.

Looking forward to hearing from you,

Faithfully,



Sanaria Hussain

]
From:
Sent: 27 January 2018 11:16
To: Licensing
Subject: Village Underground licencing

Hi i wanted to write to support Village Underground extended hours licence request.

[ live very close in the Old Street area.

VU has a world class reputation for providing a platform for cutting edge live music and the arts. It is a valuable asset to the
local area and does not host the type of events that may cause problems in Shoreditch.

| have not experienced any public nuisance, crime or disorder from VU's operation, including events during their usual
hours and later hours under Temporary Event Notices.

VU has a very professional management team and | know they can be relied upon to ensure no public nuisance, crime or
disorder will be caused by the proposed change in hours.

| have not experienced issues with music noise escaping from VU during its current hours and so do not have concams
about this being a problem during the proposed new hours.

They have volunteerad a reduction in hours during weekdays, which is positive. It reduces the risk of public nuisance, crime
or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the week.

The proposals represent an overall reduction in authorised hours for the provision of licensable activities across the week.

The existing management controls and comprehensive licence conditions will ensure the promotion all four licensing
objectives.

The applicant has always been proactive in consulting with local residents and stakeholders. This positive engagement
assures local people that YU values the local community and is a longstanding responsible operator.

Please do consider the above when making a decision.




Sanaria Hussain

—— i -
From:
Sent: 27 January 2018 00:31
To: Licensing
Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground VU License Application

To whom it may concem,

Please take this letter in support of VU application for a later license.

VU adds to the diversity and attraction of the area as a world class area to eat, drink and be entertained in a
diverse part of London. We have never experienced issues with regards to noise or anti social behaviour.

A number of patrons often go after dinner and stay in the area.

The management team are responsible and professional and I feel can be relied upon to ensure no public
nuisance, crime or disorder will be caused by the proposed change in hours.

The applicant has always been proactive in consulting local business and stakeholders and we have a positive
relationship with our Shoreditch neighbours and again to reiterate I support the change in hours.

If you would like any further statement please do get in touch.

Warm Regards,

Twitter | Instagram | Facebook




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 27 January 2018 12:51

To: Licensing

Ca sasha@villageuderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground license

Hi there,

London is losing its independent venues. You know this, everyone does. As rent and rates go up indies are
losing the margin that keeps them afloat. To counter this they have to apply for later trading hours and have
apparently volunteered to cut back on their overall opening hours so as not to increase disruption to 'residents’,

Most of these 'reidents' have moved into the area since VU existed, knew what they were signing up for, and in

my view are not entitled to veto a long-standing and much-loved bulwark of the arts & culture scene in the area
- the same scene that will have contributed to the value of their property and made the area an attractive place to
live and invest.

Also to state some obvious facts - 6am is a much better time to ask customers to leave than 4am because by
then all the transport is fully running and ambient noise levels are higher. And I'm sure you know that Village
Underground’s management team are incredibly professional and can be relied upon to ensure that public
nuisance, crime or disorder will not be caused by the proposed change.

Please please do not be a part of the problem.

Yours,



Sanaria Hussain

ek ——
From:
Sent: 27 January 2018 12:58
To: Licensing
Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Proposed Extension of Village Underground Late-License Hours
Dear Hackney Council,

It has come to my attention that the live-music venue Village Underground is applying for a new license that
would extend their weekend trading hours from 4am to 6am in exchange for reduced weekday hours.

I can only highly commend this decision. Village Underground has continously shown to be an outstanding
music venue whose professionalism, competence and expertise have upheld London's international reputation
as a capital of culture and cutting-edge music and arts.

As both a promoter and avid follower of London's urban music scenes, I have seen first-hand the drastic
setbacks faced by live music venues and the deep implications this has had for developing artists and London's
cultural networks. While I fully understand the pressures faced by local councils to monitor and regulate noise-
levels and public disorder, it seems to me that music venues have faced endless setbacks by being seen as part
of the problem instead of part of the solution. The proposed extension of VU weekend hours is in my opinion, a
big step forward and one that I wholeheartedly ask you to support.

Later closing hours, especially in the highly monitored environment of VU actually reduces the risk of public
nuisance by allowing a more regulated and gradual exit of the venue. Given that public transport is already
working at this time, the public is more likely to go straight home versus spending their time on the streets
waiting for TFL to resume their services. Furthermore, it is a huge support for their financial viability and
increases the possibilities of the venue's brilliant programming,.

With a 30% decline of London's small to medium sized venues, Village Underground is more than just a
concert space. Not only is a place for everyone 1o feel safe, supported and represented, but it is also an
irreplacable hub for London's music-goers to unite in shared celebration and a vital space for artists to grow and
develop their music. Having worked with VU in the past, [ have seen how dedicated they are to both their
audiences and artists, but also how considerate they have been to their surrounding areas, a balance that is not
always so easily found in London, and one that should be encouraged and not limited.

Kind regards,




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 27 January 2018 13:21

To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground

Please don't allow Village Underground to become another tombstone in the archives of London's culture. This
city's vibrancy and uniqueness is being destroyed at a catastrophic rate and with each venue closure another
death knoll rings out. The first step towards its demise would be reducing the operating hours during prime
hours, if it is to continue to operate successfully it must be allowed to do so in a way which is conducive to
raising enough money to pay its rent and staffing costs. Reducing hours during the week is a better solution
than closing early on the weekend, a 4am shut off would only mean loud dispersal of large crowds at this time,
whereas at 6am more people would already have filtered out and those leaving then would be able to safely
head straight to public transport within much safer hours rather than waiting around for it to open or waiting for
taxis causing more noise and disruption in the locality. I have seen so many places I love and which were
thriving hotpots for communities disappear, most notably Passing Clouds, we have a duty to preserve the things
which are precious to society, not just now, but for the future, legislation is changing to reflect how endangered
our nightspots and venues are becoming, this is so so important, please don't allow yourselves to be bullied by a
few people who have moved to an area because of the multitude of experiences offered by the city and allow
them to destroy the one which they chose to move next to, this is a travesty against the arts, against society and
against fun, jobs and creativity are being hung, drawn and quartered because of a bad piece of legislation which
is already due to change. Why do people flock to this area? What makes it somewhere that people want to go
to, why do tourists visit it, what do people spend their money on there, and what do you, personally enjoy about
London? I guarantee you that the answer to none of these questions is 'the plethora of quiet housing in a central
location.'

Yours sincerely,



Sanaria Hussain

AR M MERRE—
From:
Sent: 27 January 2018 14:10
To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground
Hello!

I'm a resident of Hackney emailing in support of Village Underground's later license application. Allowing a local music
venue with roots in the community to continue to thrive contributes to the history and vitality of the neighbourhood.
Extending the closing time by just 2 hours would lessen the intense foot traffic at a typically busy time in the area, and
allow people access to transit home. The less congested the area is, and the easier access to transit is, the more likely it
is we will continue to make it through evenings without any disorderly conduct.

Any potential noise caused by clients leaving would also be at a more acceptable time, lessening any possible
disturbance to the community.

Thank you for taking the time to consider allowing a beloved music venue to thrive!

Best,



Sanaria Hussain

From: -]

Sent: 27 January 2018 15:43
To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Fwd: Village Underground

I am writing to endorse the license application for the venue.

I have followed VU grow from a temporary arts space to fully functioning event venue over the years and have
hired it myself as both at various times for corporate events hire and small scale mixed media arts performance.
It's the vital asset to East London live arts and music scene which is rapidly losing all available acoustically
treated event spaces due to rising rents and land development. The size and flexibility of the space as well as
the location make it even more special to the capital not to mention the dedicated and professional teams that
run it.

In terms of extending opening hours to increase income to cope with the cost increases, I think this venue
brings such an array of vibrancy in terms of artists and cultural events that needs to be encouraged only look at
the cultural impact of the late license attributed to institutions such as Berghain in Berlin to see the effect of
allowing venues to offer longer multi layered event experiences.

I look forward to seeing the venue flourish.

thanks



ianaria Hussain

From: ]

Sent: 29 January 2018 12:41

To: Licensing

Ce: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground license application
Hi -

As a local hackney resident (E.), I just wanted to add my voice in support of the VU application to shift
opening hours.

It's an incredible element of London's cultural fabric -- the most interesting events and intimate live music
space -- and adjusting the opening hours would, in my view, improve community impact as at 6am the Tube is
running and buses are more frequent, so fewer people would be forced to walk home or minicab/uber.

Thank you for the consideration

P




Sanaria Hussain

L —— R —
From: F

Sent: anuary ;

To: Licensing

Ce: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Subject: Village Underground license application

Dear Sir/Madame,

I have come across Village Underground trading hours application and I would like to show my support for this
to be granted.

I have always admired and enjoyed this venue and their selection of gigs. From my point of view it is one (if
not the best) venue for life music in Shoreditch not only for their selection of gigs but for the venue itself.

My understanding is that Village Underground is asking for trading 2 more hours (from 4am to 6am) on the
weekends, I personally think 6am is probably a better time anyway to be leaving a venue (it would be daylight
in the spring/summer, tube will be running...) and reducing weekday hours.

Now, as a new mum and Hackney resident I would also like to point out that I have never had any issues or
presence difficulties. | am not aware or have experienced any nuisance from this venue probably due to a
mixture between good management and good selection of gigs which result on people going to enjoy the music
and not so much trouble seekers. I dont think this would change with the proposed timings.

I'd be very sad if this venue struggles to continue offering good music, it would be a great loss to Shoreditch.

Yours sincerely,

Pamela Street

E8




Sanaria Hussain

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

To whom it may concern

28 January 2018 21:13

Licensing

sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Later license application Village Underground

It has come to my attention that the Village Underground is applying for longer opening hours. I think thisis a
great solution in supporting Hackney’s very important art and music scene. A must in any city

6am seems a better time to ask customers to leave than 4am with transport fully running and ambient noise

levels much higher.

I've always found the Village Underground's management team incredibly professional and can be relied upon
to ensure that public nuisance, crime or disorder will not be caused by the proposed change.

I really hope this can happen and lend my support to the Later license application for the Village Underground.

Best



Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 27 January 2018 17:45

To: Licensing

Subject: Village Underground 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ
Dear Sir or Madam

I am a local resident and would like to write in support of the application.

London used to be renowned for its nightlife and I think it would be a great shame if this night venue was to
close. I live nearby and consider the venue to have been well run. There have been no deaths or drug incidents I
can name and the disturbance caused by the venue is minimal. [ cannot hear any noise from music when
walking nearby and I would like there to be a late night venue nearby so I could exercise the option to go, if I
wished.

Crime and disorder

I have seen no associated crime or disorder with the venue as it currently is and I therefore think it is
appropriate for it be given a license extension. There is no substitute for policing the streets. Because the police
won't do their job properly it should not be the fault of well run venues. I do not think any noisy people at 6am
can be blamed on the venue - ambulances and other sirens and alarms are a far greater nuisance than people.

Public safety

I can think of no additional public safety concern. The venue, so far as I know, has been without incident
relating to drugs and appears very well run.

Public nuisance

I would think the erection of a few signs indicating where public conveniences were (e.g. at Liverpool Street
station) would help people "caught short". I think a night time venue would actually reduce public nuisance,
potentially, by providing a safe place for people wanting to go out at night to go to. A lack of night venues in
this area causes young people to congregate in the open air in places like the bishopsgate goodsyard underpass
where various dissolute people and the homeless can interact with them and lead them astray. A well managed
night venue with proper security like Village Underground can help alleviate this problem and prevent future
problems.

Protection of children from harm

Anyone who thinks children would be harmed is making a specious argument, Children may not be admitted.
Children should be in bed while it is open.

Please consider the wider interests of London and the Shoreditch/Spitalfields local economy when making your
decision and support their application.

_ Commercial Street



Sanaria Hussain

Sent: anuary i

To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground
Hello,

I've enjoyed and benefited hugely from the Village underground’s arts and music program, and feel that it
brings a huge amount to the local area.

I feel that the later license time during weekends will not only allow them to offer more programming and
therefore a more extensive offering to the community, but that later closing time makes it easier for customers
to get home and leave the area. In addition, if residents are disturbed, better 6am then 4am, and ambient sound
levels are higher anyway so it will have a lesser impactt.

In my opinion Village Underground’s management team are incredibly professional and can be relied upon to
ensure that public nuisance, crime or disorder will not be caused by the proposed change.

Please be an inspiration to other councils and support the incredible importune cultural impact which effects
thousands of people positively, over a small number of short sighted, seifish residents who have moved into a
vibrant and busy area in the full knowledge that entails a certain amount of disturbance.



Sanaria Hussain

e~ ]
From:
Sent: 27 January 2018 21:04
To: Licensing
Subject: Village Underground Licensing extension

As a local resident (ECZA-) I would like to support the application for an extension {o the aleohol lincense for Village
Underground, 54 Hollywell Lane, EC2A 3PQ, on a Friday and Saturday night to 5.30 am. Shareditch has long bensfited
from a thriving night economy and this has helped shaped the character and dynamism of the neighbourhood. Hollywood
Lane has minimal residential occupancy.

There are noise issues in tha surrounding streets but these could be reduced by a greater, carefully orchestrated police
presence (currently negligible) and working initiatives being developed between the police and local licensees; noise
peaks at closing times for specific premises and a little police encouragement to disperse departing customers could have
a significant impact. The answer should not be to aim to close everything down early, ultimately killing the golden goose
that has played such a key role in bringing positive change to the area.



Sanaria Hussain

S
From: ]

Sent: 28 January 2018 00:23
To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground

To whom it may concemn,
I am a Hackney Council resident in support of the late licence for Village Underground.

Village Underground is a cultural centre of music and art within a vibrant borough. Passing a later licence will
ensure that this centre of culture can continue its good work and also ensure the safety of patrons getting home
as local transport links will be fully up and running.

Kind regards,

Be‘eehwood Road
Dalston
Hackney

S I



Sanaria Hussain

From: - ]

Sent: 28 January 2018 03:02

To: Licensing

Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Subject: VILLAGE UNDERGROUND LICENSE APPLICATION
Dear Sir / Madam,

I'm th_» in Charing Cross and over the course of the past thirty years have been
responsible for venues such as the Astoria — until it closed in 2009, The Kentish Town Forum, the Brixton Fridge (now
the Electric Brixton) and the Bass Clef / Blue Note in Hoxton. I’'m writing to support the application of the Village
Underground for a later license on the basis of my own experience running venues that have applied successfully in the
past to have their own licenses extended and because it happens to be a venue that can genuinely be said to have
added something quite special to the London economy - both from an economic and cultural point of view.

Public transport is limited at 4am - even with the introduction of a limited weekend all night tube service. Emptying
your venue at that time on a weekend night when you maybe close to capacity means that large numbers of people are
departing the area simultaneously with all the noise and disruption inevitable to local residents and businesses. Often
people will mull around waiting for public transport to become fully operational and this does have a negative impact
on the local area. By closing at 6am you have far fewer people inside at the end and a much longer and staggered and
better managed dispersal of the crowd. When we used to close at 4am at the Fridge it was common for us to chuck onto
the street a full house. When we started closing at 6am we perhaps were one quarter full and customers left at a steady
rate over a period of time with a consequent diminution of noise and disturbance. When we closed at 4am ejecting a
full house onto the streets we would have to deal with a myriad of local resident complaints on a Monday morning.
These complaints didn’t completely disappear once we started closing at 6am — but their number fell very dramatically.
It is a simple fact that 1500 people leaving at the same time will make noise. Those same 1500 pecple leaving over the
course of a two or three hour period steadily will make somewhat less of a disturbance, The incidence of crime also fell
with a later closing time. Large numbers of customers leaving a venue at the same time when public transport is at best
very limited become prey to pickpockets, pirate taxi drivers, etc to a much greater extent than if the venue were to
close two hours later. Fewer people on the streets inevitably leads to a lesser likelihood that that they will become the
victims of criminal activity in whatever form. From a safety point of view it is in the customers interest for the option to
exist for them to remain inside well managed premises until such a time as public transport is fully up and running.

I have been to numerous shows at the Village Underground and | am in a better position than most to judge the way in
which a venue is run by virtue of having done this for a living for such a long time. Some venues, you can just tell, have a
somewhat ‘laissez-faire’ attitude to the way in which they are managed. That cannot be said of this venue, The security
team whenever | have visited have been professional, courteous and most impertantly are in ‘control’. This is not a
venue that admits anyone — and which is very good at ensuring people the worse for drink or who don’t have the
required photo ID do not get in. Although | do not know the management on a personal level — | can tell as someone is
in this game and who visits their venue semi-regularly that they know what they're doing and are very good at it.

The Village Underground is one of the venues that have opened since Shoreditch / Hoxton became a place in its own
right to head towards for a night out rather than a place you passed through on the way somewhere else. The
transformation in the area since | managed an old jazz venue called the Bass Clef in Hoxton Square nearly 30 years ago
(which subsequently became The Blue Note) has been extraordinary. You could walk from Old Street station into
Hoxton Square at midnight on a Saturday night back in the late 1980s/early 1990s and count the number of people you
would pass on the fingers of a couple of hands. The tens of thousands of people who now socialize in this part of
London have had an enormously beneficial economic and cultural impact on the area. Anything that makes the area

1



Sanaria Hussain

L
From: ]

Sent: 28 January 2018 09:09

To: Licensing; +sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground
Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to support Village Underground in its application for Later License.

As a student who's long lived in Hackney, I'd never been bothered by any disturbances caused by the club -
unlike many others, Village Underground management has always been highly professional and respectful of
the residents and visitors alike. Yet, Village Underground has been the epicentre of vibrancy and life in the
region and London overall - with its unparalleled organisation of diverse music and arts events, and a
continuous stream of the brightest world class performers flocking to Hackney.

As an avid music enthusiast, | would say that 6am is a better time to ask customers to leave than 4am. This is
when the cycle of enjoyment fades naturally, as opposed to abrupt disruption of the event. Besides, it makes
more sense for people to leave at 6am, as public transport is fully running and some local residents may just be
beginning their day.

I am certain that many young people would support me in this cause, and all would agree that not only is
Village Underground one of the most prominent clubs in London, championing the city's title as the world's
most progressive music and arts arena, but its management team is just as professional in handling all the
problems related to sustaining the club as it is in organising its legendary cutting edge events.

Thank you for your attention.

Kind Regards,



Sanaria Hussain
—

Sent: anuary ;

To: Licensing
Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground

Dear Licensing team at Hackney Council,

I am a local Hackney Resident and have lived in the area for 20 yaars. | am part of a strong and constantly expanding
creative community, my home and studio as a visual artist are in Hackney and will remain there as | am committed to
Hackney and our neighbourhoods.

Village Underground is an important and vibrant part of that community and | have gone on numerous occasions to see
art events, concerts and as well as going to later club nights. Village Underground has real dedication to bringing
excellent and diverse programming to Shoreditc. It is not just another club, it is a real asset and contributes vitally to
Hackney's music and arts scene. As a bespoke venue with an international reputation it brings people into our borough to
enjoy first class events.

| fully support Village Underground’s application for a later license and hope that Hackney Council can support it too and
see the benefits:

From my years of going out in Hackney | know that 6am is a calmer time to leave a venue and go home, by then the day
is starting for some people going to work while others are returning home. Public transport is running and people are less
likely to try and find another venue to go to for another couple of hours.

From my personal experience and from following the programme and activities at Village Underground | know that the
team is highly professional and entirely reliable in making sure that the venue will not cause public nuisance, crime or
disorder. | have never experienced any public nuisance, crime or disorder due to the venue’s operations.

Allowing the extended licensing hours is coupled with a reduction of trading hours beginning of the week. For most
immediate locals, this precise reduction will be a benefit.

All of us living and working in Hackney know that the accelerated increases in rents and rates pose challenges for the
survival of small businesses. It is precisely those small, bespoke businesses and venues that are important and that
make Hackney and Shoreditch a destination for so many people interested in experiencing the best in culture. | believe it
is our responsibility to make sure our neighbourhood retains these amazing enterprises as this brings people to the area,
it generates income and it creates a safe and culturally vibrant environment for ourselves and for our children.

With best wishes, _

. Dunloe Street
London E2




Sanaria Hussain

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

28 January 2018 09:33

Licensing

sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Later license application Village Underground

As a local resident {Dalston, formerly Shoreditch) 'm writing to encourage the council to agree the extended hours for
Village Underground. They are a responsible organisation who are doing great things for Hackney's nightime economy
and don't cause any problems for the community.

We should support them in their endeavours to creats interesting nightime artistic hubs whether it be at Village
Underground or the proposed Hackney Arts Centre which is rally near my house. As a parent of young kids | don't get out
as much as i'd like to in the kate evenings, but | would hope that these institutions thrive so that my kids can attend,
dance, listen and benefit from their programmming in the future.

l@Fellerin R

London N1



‘Foulden Road

January 28, 2018
To whom it may concern,

I am writing to you to urge you to allow the Village Underground’s new license application
for their proposed Arts Centre with regards to 54 Holywell Lane.

My name is_I am a radio presenter, journalist and anchor for || EGcN

| Based in London, I broadcast live to over 100 countries every weekday, from 11am-
1pm GMT.

I have worked in the music industry for over a decade, and have interviewed hundreds of
artists including Paul McCartney, The Rolling Stones, Amy Winehouse, Arctic Monkeys,
Tame Impala, Oasis and many more of music’s biggest names. Prior to my role as full-time
broadcaster, [ w

It is my absolute belief that Village Underground is one of the best music venues in Britain, if
not the world. It is crucial in providing artists with a stepping stone into the mainstream, and
music industry figures around the world are well aware of its importance in this respect.

I have attended countless shows at the venue, and have never witnessed anything other than
complete professionalism from both customers and venue staff. I can also confirm that I have
never witnessed any public nuisance or crime while at the venue. Similarly, I am not aware of
any noise pollution outside of the venue ever having taken place.

Village Underground is easily one of the most professional, safe and law-abiding music
venues in London, and I know that the staff there have also been proactive in consulting with
local residents and stakeholders when it comes to servicing the local community. I sincerely
believe that the venue’s management can be depended on to continue to ensure that there will
be no public nuisance, crime or disorder should the proposed license be allowed to pass.

Furthermore, I also fully support the request to operate with a regular 6am license. This is
incredibly important for the London music scene to be able to thrive, Not only will it allow
cutting edge art and music events to be held on the premises, but it will also mean that
customers exiting the premises will be doing so when transport is fully running and ambient
noise levels are much more normal.

By allowing this license application to pass, you are able to provide a crucial benefit not just
to the venue, but to the surrounding area’s diversity and reputation for being one of London’s
great cultural hubs. I urge you to make the right decision and allow the license to pass. If you
wish to talk further regarding this matter, please get in touch via the email address below.

Yours sincerely,




Sanaria Hussain

L R —— ]
From: ]

Sent; 28 January 2018 12:39

To: Licensing

Subject: Village Underground license application

Dear Hackney Licensing,

I write this email in support of Village Underground's license application.

Village Underground is a fantastic music venue that both supports emerging artists and offers Londoners and
visitors alike access to world-class music. I was there just last week and the calibre of the artists and
atmosphere of the audience was fantastic.

I am confident that Village Underground is conscious of the safety and comfort of its patrons and neighbours
and will always make every effort to ensure that providing this excellent cultural offering does not cause public
nuisance or increased risk of crime.

In this respect, moving closing hours forward in the week and back on the weekend is actually an improvement
as patrons of Village Underground will be exiting the venue and travelling home earlier in the evening and later
in the moming, ie at safer and more sociable hours.

Best wishes,

-Fellows Court
Hackney
London

el



ianaria Hussain

From: ]

Sent: 28 January 2018 15:09

To: Licensing; +sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground
Hello.

1 am writing in support of the later license applied for by village underground.

| live in between shoreditch and hoxton and have chosen to live here due to its creative hub and near by night life. Village
underground has been a staple diet to everyone who knows anything about east london. It's a landmark on the map.
Highly respected and very appreciated by the customer and consumer who recognises the arts.

It's a leading nightclub and is now what makes shoreditch.

The staff are very cooperative, conscious and hard working. | have never seen any other team care for their customer
and their neighbourhood as much as the village underground team do.

1 believe that they will do everything in their power to uphold the regulations set and | want them to be granted the
upgrade of their later license.

Thankyou for your time.

{Resident of e2 -kingsland road)



Sanaria Hussain

From: - ]

Sent: 28 January 2018 14:55

To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground licensing

Hi there,

We are writing to you regarding the extension of the license of Village Underground with 2 extra hours on
Friday and Saturday.

We have been residents in the area for more than 3 years now and we believe that not only 4 am is a ridiculous
time to close for any club that has the reputation of VU, but it is also less safe for the clubbers, as at 6 am the
commute is definitely safer, lighter and better organised.

The events hosted by the venue, as well as the professional attitude of all the staff working there, have always
delivered an incomparable experience and I can say that I have never felt safer on a night out.

Village Underground has been an irreplaceable part of the cultural life in London and we do hope that you
consider the extension of their licensing.

Kind regards,




Sanaria Hussain

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Dear Sirs;

28 January 2018 13:34

Licensing

sasha@villageuderground.co.uk

Village Underground Licence Application Jan2018

[ write to fully endorse the revised trading hours Village Underground have applied for under the Licensing

Act.

As a local Hackney resident and a patron of the club, I believe these hours will actually have a better impact on
the local residents of Shoreditch and the surrounding areas by reducing the 3-4am fallout usually seen from
clubs of this nature. Later hours will improve the night-time economy, allow for music culture to blossom and
create a safer environment of licensed premises that run until 6am.

Village Underground’s management are consummate professionals and can be relied upon to ensure that
licensing objectives such as avoiding public nuisance, crime or disorder will by upheld by the change.

Kind regards

-Amhurst Road, London E8 -




Sanaria Hussain

From: ]

Sent: 28 January 2018 15:41

To: Licensing

Ce: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Subject: Later license application Village Underground

To Whom it May Concern,

[ am a Hackney resident, business owner and professional musician. | am director of _ a children's music

centre in Hoxton. | am also a violinist ierfonnini reiular gigs in and around Hackney, and | have just been appointed the

| would urge you to support Village Underground's application for a later license on Fridays and Saturdays. | have been to
VU many times and they do a great job at making sure their clientele are respectful of local residents as they leave the
club. It seems very reasonable to me to offer pulling their licensing hours back to midnight at the start of the week, in
return for making it later on Fridays and Saturdays. If | were an immediate neighbour my feeling would be that if people
stayed inside until 6am they would cause less disruption when they left at 6am than they currently do at 4am. There are
more people out and about which means the chances of public disorder and crime is reduced, and there is more noise
from buses elc by 6am. Also, public transport is fully functioning so you would not have so many people hanging around
outside the club waiting for taxis etc.

Hackney has lost much of its valuable night life recently, and in personal discussions with the mayor | know he is keen to
reverse this loss. Letting VU stay open later on the weekend would make the first part of the week more peaceful, and be
a great addition to the night life of Shoreditch and Hackney generally on the weekend.

I hope you will support this application as | do.

Yours,



Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 28 January 2018 15:53

To: Licensing

Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Subject: Village Underground / VU license application

To Whom It May concern

As a Hackney resident | am writing in support of Village Underground’s application for a new license. Their
request for an extension of two hours trading on Friday and Saturday nights from 4am to 6am would appear
to have many benefits, not least of which is that customers will be leaving when transport facilities are fully
open and the impact of noise less disrupting to local residents.

| understand that VU have offered to reduce opening hours at other times so the application is proposing a
net reduction in hours. This change in hours means that fewer customers will leave the venue at the most
anti-social hours of 12 - 6.

My interest in seeing this this application succeed is as a regular customer of the venue. It is extremely well
run and provides an opportunity to see a range of live music that does not seem to appear at other venues in
London.

In summary, | feel that VU is a world class arts venue that deserves the support of the council. The proposed
changes in opening hours will benefit both local residents and venue customers,

Best wishes

I
Il Nevill Road, Stoke Newington NIG-



Sanaria Hussain

L -
From:

Sent; 28 January 2018 19:52

To: Licensing

Cc: sasha@villageuderground.co.uk

Subject: Letter of support for Village Underground's later licence application

Dear Sir or Madam.
| live a-Garden Walk, London, ECZA- less than.200 metres from Village Underground.

| am writing to support their application for a licence until 6am on Friday and Saturdays. Village Underground do a huge
amount for artists in Hackney and beyond and they are a very professionally run business.

As | am sure you are well aware trading conditions are pretty challenging for the hospitality sector in the
current climate. Business rates have increased dramatically. There is continual pressure on the night-time
economy from councils and police due to budget cuts and costs of policing. There is considerable uncertainty
in the labour market over Brexit. it's getting harder to recruit good staff and it is costing more and more to do
so. Food and drink prices are high and rising, in part due to the weakness of the pound. Margins are likely to
be squeezed further in the years to come as the majority of suppliers source from the E.U.

There are already casualties in this sector and we are hearing of more every week. You will have seen in the
news that London has Jost aimost 50% of its music venues in the last ten years. Young people are drinking less
and staying home more often. There is competition from social media and Netflix as much as with other
operators and this is a trend that looks set to continue. We really do not want Village Underground to be
another of these casualties — this would not just be bad for them, but bad for artists, musicians and the whole
eco-system of contributors that make their living through this venue.

Village Underground is an arts-led venue; one that contributes significantly to the local, national and
international reputation of Shoreditch as a town centre. However, the cost of running arts-led venues is high
as artists need to be paid. They bring in talent from all over the world. In recent conversations with the Arts
Council, the general feeling is that likely complications with visas post-Brexit are set to provide significant
barriers to entry for young artists and it will be harder to bring them in and more costly to do so.

In short the macro-economic climate is not good. They are trying to find a way to keep the doors open. Please
help them by supporting this application.

Thanks and Regards,

B G-rden walk,

Shoreditch,
London

ec2AR



Sanaria Hussain

N N —
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 13:19
To: Licensing
Ce: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground license application
Hello,

[ hope you had a good weckend.

I just wanted to email to support Village Undergrounds license change. 1 have worked with Village Underground many times over the last 5
years as a event promeler. Having worked at venues across Europe | have found them to be one of the best venues | have ever had the
pleasure of working with - operating professionally and safely with great care not to disturb residents. I also live in Hackney (E2- and
they bring huge value 1o the area as well as being excellent representatives for London culture.

Please feel free to contact me for any further conversations you need to have,

Best-




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 13:27

To: Licensing; +sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground

Dear Licensing officer

We promote concerts at Village Underground regularly and would please urge you to fully endorse any beneficial
licence to the venue. There is a real lack of quality venues between 500 and 700 capacity in London, and VU is one of
the best. It's vital that London boroughs strive to work with the business community in keeping venues such as this
alive, they play a huge part in the role of keeping London as one of the world’s most vibrant live music scenes.
Thanks for your time in reading this, and please do all you can to support this wonderful venue.

Best regards

ERREEIEEENSNE Northampton St, London N1 [




Sanaria Ht_:zsain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 13:41

To: Licensing

Subject: Village Underground license application
Importance: High

Good afternoon,

As someone who has worked within the live music sector, covered the many stories over the years of beloved cultural
and creative hubs closing down in our great city — | feel compelled to email to urge you to grant Village Underground its
license, so it can continue to put on the dazzling array of entertainment it has become rightfully known for.

As a resident of Hackney | am all too aware of the importance (and indeed the immense pull) of these kind of venues.
Hackney isn't just a site for “developers” to take over and offer yet more exclusive executive pads, it is a rich and diverse
place where creativity, love and compassion reign. Now more than ever, it is vital that live music is encouraged and
unique art spaces are given the chance to thrive.

We have watched in admiration as Village Underground have offered everything to make sure they meet guidelines,
keep new neighbours happy and cause as little disturbance as possible. Please give them the chance to continue and be
part of the revival of London’s live music fortunes.

Many thanks and | really hope that we will be writing about the council’s wonderful decision to heip the Village
Underground go from strength to strength in 2018 and beyond|

Kind regards




Sanaria Hussain

S ——— ]
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 1343
To: Licensing
Subject: Village Underground - Support For Application For New License
Dear Sirs

We operate two much loved independent restaurants in the Shoreditch area. We also work with local charities
helping local people find employment as well as creating places for people of all kinds of backgrounds to meet,
eat and enjoy food and drinks.

I would like to offer my support for the extension of trading for Village Underground and their overall proposal
which for me, my team, our customers and the residents we know of, seems reasonable and well thought out.

I value the contribution that Village Underground makes to our community. Their work with the quieter voices
in music and culture - alternative, niche, folk, local, and diverse international - is paramount to our community
and the wellbeing of it. As a customer of theirs, | find their work of excellent standard and value; accessible and
inclusive; culturally rich and artistically innovative. Cost pressures are increasing for us all and it would be to
the detriment of the community should this business, which I am sure is not a high profit making business, were
to suffer greatly and close. Instead their proposal focusses on a sensible approach to do business, and one which
continues their pioneering work.

Should you wish to contact me please don’t hesitate to do so. We have 2 restaurants just 3 mins walk from
Village Underground. For the purposes of this supportive letter I can confirm that I am neither a shareholder,
nor partner, nor part of any organisation which directly works with or stands to benefit from Village
Underground or their application if approved. I am not a close friend, neither but simply admire and appreciate
their work objectively.

Yours faithfully,

1



Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 1344

To: Licensing

Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground license application
Dear Sir/Madam

As publisher & founder of - magazine, | very much support Village Underground’s license application to amend
their trading hours, a decision which would clearly secure the long-term future of this amazing venue, one which
Hackney should be immensely proud of. The venue has a phenomenal reputation, not just locally but globally, for
programming live music & arts events, some of which wouldn’t be seen in the UK (let alone Hackney) if it wasn’t for the
work of the venue. Their suggestion to extend closing times on a Friday & Saturday by 2 hours to 6am seems logical as
the local transport system would be operational, compared to that of 4am, and as | understand it they're suggesting
reducing hours during the week resulting in an overall net weekly reduction.

- as a company, isn’t based in Hackney but we have many loyal readers who are and who have enjoyed many
performances at the Village Underground.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if | can be any more assistance.

Regards

The information contained in this e-mail is confidential and may be subject to privilege. If you are not the
intended recipient, you must not use, copy, distribute or disclose the e-mail or any part of its contents or take

1



Sanaria Hussain

- R —
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 13:50
To: Licensing
Ce: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk; adam@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject; Village Underground license application

Dear Sir or Madam,

[ hope this email finds you well.
I am writing to you in relation to Village Underground's License Application.

As a both a Hackney Resident and some who works in Shoreditch , I am backing the venue's application to
extend their trading hours until six during the weekend. Village Underground is one of the few remaining large
venues in zone one that provides an eclectic range of music and art, and with the recent extensions to transport
links, it should be able to extend its license to fall in line with those timetables.

I have visited Village Underground a number of times, for various different events, including live music acts,
club nights and also a work event. On every occasion I was really impressed with how the venue was run, and
have never experienced any issues when leaving the club. The surrounding area is always kept clean and
queues going into the venue are always excellently managed.

At a time when music venues are under increasing pressure, it is vital that the Council provides the necessary
support, as without them, the culture of the area would be be lost.

Yours sincerely,

Il Amhurst Road

Sl



Sanaria Hussain

IR
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 10:42
To: Licensing
Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground license application
Dear Hackney Council,

I am a proud Londoner who is very much engaged with the arts.

Village Underground in Shoreditch is one of our city’s last remaining high-calibre contemporary music venues.
It rightfully has a world-class reputation for providing a platform for cutting-edge live music and arts events,
and brings much to Shoreditch, Hackney and London. Artists love performing there, and concert goers in turn
love the venue.

I fully support the venue’s request to change its trading hours - asking for an extra two hours trading on Friday
and Saturday nights, from 4am to 6am, in return for offering to hand back more hours — from 12 to 2am
Mondays, Tuesday and Wednesdays. This is a net reduction of hours overall and reduces any risk of public
nuisance, crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the week.

6am is a better time to ask customers to leave than 4am, as transport is fully running and ambient noise levels
are much higher.

Village Underground’s management team are incredibly professional and can be relied upon to ensure that
public nuisance, crime or disorder will not be caused by the proposed change.

Supporting these changes would allow this much-loved Hackney venue to continue presenting world class live
music and art — by moving loss making live music and arts events off the valuable days in the week to make
way for commercial events, instead placing them on Friday and Saturday evenings before the weekend
programme starts,

I politely ask you to permit Village Underground’s request from trading hour changes so that the venue can
continue to offer world class music performances to Hackney’s locals, London residents and visitors alike.

With kind regards,
I



Sanaria Hussain

. _ _ R
From: -]
Sent: 29 January 2018 10:53

To: Licensing

Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Subject: Village Underground license application

Hi,

Hope this email finds you well!

| am writing to you in regards to Village Underground's license application. | work in Hackney, and
live in Tottenham, and | am in favour of the license application.

| have been residing in London for 8 years and have frequented the venue many times, not only
would the change in times on the weekend make my journey home more convenient and safe as all
public transport will be running as normal at this later time, but i feel that having the attendees of the
venue leave the club at 6am instead of 4am would make more sense, as overall noise levels are
much higher at this hour.

Each and every time | have been to the venue | have experienced one of the best events London has
to offer, it is without a doubt one of my most loved music and arts spaces, and has allowed me to
hear some of the most incredible musicians currently around. It is clear to me that their team is
incredibly professional and passionate about music and arts events!

| have been to a few events where they have been granted a TEN's notice and the venue was ran
exceptionally well during these additional hours!!

Not anly do they put on incredible live performances, but i have also been to a few of their life
drawing classes, and it has reignited my passion for drawing!!

Thank you for taking the time to read my email, and have | hope you have a lovely day.

Thanks,



Sanaria Hussain
.

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 11:01

To: Licensing

Cc Sasha Catalano

Subject: Village Underground license application

To whom it may conceml

With this email | would like to show my support for Village Underground's new license application.

| am one of their tenants in one of their creative co-working spaces and | have always liked their professional management
team. When | [eave my office late at night | always have a chat with their friendly staff and have a chance to observe their
operations and I'm very confident that they can be relied upon to ensure no public nuisance, crime or disorder will be caused by
the proposed change in hours. In all my years being here | can assure you, that | have never experienced any public nuisance,
crime or disorder from Village Underground's team.

On top of that, | believe that 6 am is a better time to ask customers to leave than 4am as residents will be less likely to be
disturbed because public transport is already fully running and the ambient noise levels are much higher already anyway.

| know for a fact that Village Underground has always been proactive in consulting with local residents and stakeholders which
shows that they value the local community. Village Underground, with all their cutting edge live music & arts performances, Is a
longstanding responsible operator and has a world class reputation for providing a platform for it, not the type of events that may
cause problems in Shoreditch. It is really a valuable asset and important to the local area so they need all the support we can
provide them with to keep delivering great programmes for the people of Hackney and London.

With best regards,

Village Underground




E_anaria Hussain

A — R ——
From:
Sent: 2% January 2018 11:23
To: Licensing
Ce: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: THE VILLAGE UNDERGROUND
HI There

As one of the oldest promoters of music in Shoreditch {we’ve been working there for 25 years)
We've seen the place go from obscurity to notoriety to commercialised mainstream,
We have been horrified at the loss of so many venues , especially for diverse music,

The Village Underground and Rich Mix are the only places, | should say legendary places that have always supported
new music.

Now this could itself be in danger. VU need s this 6 am license to be on the same level as all their competition , and to
match the new Transport and other initiatives across town,

This would allow people like us to use the VU for longer and also create space for more diverse music
We whole heartedly support their 6 am license application and hope that you will feel certain to grant this,

Yours

Were always busy but never that we cant get back to you , try Textin-l to get to us quickly .




Sanaria Hussain

AR -]
From: - ]
Sent: 29 January 2018 11:46
To: Licensing
Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground license application

Dear Hackney Council,

I'mi 2 resident oflGarden walk, ECZA- Hackney. 'm writing to you in support of Village Underground’s
application to extend trading hours on day and Saturday nights, from 4am to 6am; handing back more hours of 12 to
2am Mondays, Tuesday and Wednesdays — a net reduction in hours.

Village Underground’s contribution to Hackney, Shoreditch and London as an independent live music and arts venue is
invaluable. As per the London Mayor’s campaign, London’s nightlife is an essential part of it's economy and identity and
Village Underground have a world-class reputation in Hackney as one of our best venues,

In my opinion as a resident, I'd much rather customers were allowed to leave at 6am than at 4am — transport is fully
running and ambient noise levels are much higher and so it’s less disruptive. In addition, Village Underground has
offered a net reduction of hours during the week, which reduces risk of public nuisance, crime or disorder at times when
I'm at home trying to rest ahead of work.

I've lived in Hackney for four years and never once had an experience of public nuisance, crime or disorder from Village
Underground’s operations, even during later Temporary Events Notices. The only public nuisance I've encountered have
been from other venues where fundamentally they don’t have the heritage and experience to safely and consistently
manage their customer’s exit. | trust Village Underground’s management team, who have proved time and time again
that they're more than capable of handling this at any hour.

Happy to be contacted if you have any further enquiries, and | hope my opinion as a resident will be taken into account.

Sincerely,



Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 11:47

To: Licensing

Subject: Letter of support for Village Underground (later trading hours application)

To whom it may concern,

| am writing this letter to offer my enthusiastic support for Village Underground in their current
application for a licence for later trading hours.

By way of introduction, | am the Cofounder ofqva Shoreditch based music tech business
that has been based in the area for over half a decade. We are a London born and bred, government
funded, global music platform. We have over one million DJs and radio stations using our platform to
reach nearly 20 million listeners globally every month. Sitting at the intersection of both tech and
culture, we truly reflect, support and promote the ethos and values of Hackney and the creative
businesses with the area.

In a personal capacity, | have spent time working with and supporting UK and London tech and
creative organisations including the likes of Tech City UK, UKTI, Hackney Council, the British
Council, the Hackney Empire and East London Dance, so | have somewhat of an idea of what makes
the East London creative industries tick!

it has come to my attention that Village Underground are applying for a license for later trading hours,
and we are fully supportive for a number of reasons.

VU has a world class reputation for providing a platform for cutting edge live music and the arts. It is
a valuable asset to the local area. We are proud to have collaborated extensively with VU on the
Convergence Festival and Conference, an event they created which promotes important new art and
culture and heiped Mixcloud establish itself within this community.

It is essential that VU continues to thrive against a backdrop of London losing more of our essential
cultural venues and organisations. This license extension is an essential part of their business model
in terms of creating a programme that works both culturally and commercially.

We have not experienced any public nuisance, crime or disorder from VU's operation, including
events during their usual hours and later hours under Temporary Event Notices. It is also important to
note that VU does not host the type of events that may cause problems in Shoreditch.

VU has a very professional management team and we know they can be relied upon to ensure no
public nuisance, crime or disorder will be caused by the proposed change in hours. The applicant has
always been proactive in consulting with local residents and stakeholders. This positive engagement
assures local people that VU values the local community and is a longstanding responsible operator.

Your faithfully,



Eﬁfia Hussain

From: ]

Sent: 29 January 2018 11:52

Ta: Licensing

Cc Sasha Catalano

Subject: VILLAGE UNDERGROUND // LATE LICENCE APPLICATION
Hi there,

I am writing in support of Village Underground's application for a late licence.

I am a local promoter and put on events around the world and Village Underground are a world leading venue
for artists to showcase their music and for fans to enjoy music on what is a diminishing stage in the UK with so
many venue closures the past few years. )

I would ask for you to support their plan to extend their licence which in turn will strengthen their ability to
stage music events and place Hackney as a world leader in helping to promote music.

best,

Founder

DULLARDY, ADICL 10, RMAUVULL, ULIVIVD [IACT T, 1D TRERREUUT LD FLUAT VNN T IVISUY T IO




ianaria Hussain

L I ]}
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 11:56
To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground
Deal all,

[ would like to write in support of Village Underground's recent application for amended licensing hours.

As this is a net reduction in hours I would hope this is seen positively.

As a long term fixture in London and specifically Hackney’s nighttime cultural program, I would support this
application on the basis of their long term knowledge of the challenges and good management of being a
responsible operator of an extremely important cultural venue.

It is clear that as the area develops apace, the rising rents and rates make it extremely difficult for unique
independent operators to continue to survive, and pursue their cultural and arts programming. Therefore this is
a very neccesary change, in order for them to continue to build a viable business in the most difficult of
conditions. Their long track record should demonstrate their ability to outweigh any local concerns with
sensible management of their venue and I hope these licensing changes are approved, especially in respect of
Hackney’s commitment to London’s vibrant nighttime economy.

Kind regards,

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS:




29/01/2018

Corsica St
sHighbury and Islington

N5

Re: Letter of Support for Village Underground - VU License
Application

Dear Sir or Madam:

Wand I run the live arm of _
We are concert promoter based in London and put on
anything up to 200 shows a year. We represent artists like James Bay / George
Ezra and Ben Howard.

We put on shows in venues ranging from 100-10,000 capacity and it is fair to say
that Village Underground is one of the best, safest music venues in London. It has
added to the culture and musical heritage of Shoreditch and East London.

In regards to the license application, it makes a huge amount of sense for the
6am extension. As a club promoter and attendee, [ personally prefer a 6am finish.
It means a much easier journey back home. The Village Undergound
management team are incredibly professional and take sound issues, crime and
disorder seriously. There has never been any of these issues at any of the shows
we've put on at the venue over the past 5 years.

The extra hours of trading would also mean that the venue would be able to
accommodate more live music. Live music venues are currently under threat and
we ask you to grant the extra 2 hours trading on Friday and Saturday.



-Village Underground, 54 Holywell Lane, Shoreditch, London, ECZA-

Letter in support of application

Licensing and Trading Standards
London Borough of Hackney
Hackney Service Centre

1 Hillman Street

E8 1DY

28.01.2018
Dear Sir/ Madam

t am wriling to you to to support the application for the change in operational hours at Village Underground. Which is a valuable
asset lo the local community, hosting events that are a significant cultural and economic attraction for Shoreditch and the wider
area.

Having worked in the offices above the Village Underground for some time; | have not personally experienced any public
nuisance, crime or disorder from the venue's cperation, | feel that their activity improves the safety of the area by keeping the
neighbourhood alive, rather than monocultural, it is my experience that dark, quiet areas are an attractor for ¢crime and Village
Underground is a beacon that does much to combat this.

| have found the management team fo be proactive in consulting with local residents and stakeholders and organised and
capable in ensuring that nuisance, crime and disorder will be reduced by the proposed change in hours. Particularly by
voluntarily reducing the overall hours during weekdays. Furthermore, 6am is a more appropriate finishing time than 4am. As this
will reduce public disturbance as public transport is fully running helping pecple to disperse quickly.

| hope that my support can help to ensure that this valuable cultural asset can provide more entertainment and enjoyment, for
myself and my community.

Sincerely




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 3UJanuary ZULs lb:UY

To: Licensing

Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: letter of support for Village Underground

To whom it may concerm, l‘ '
Fam writing in support of Village Underground's petition for extra trading hours on Fridays and Saturdays.

I am one of the partners at -nc of London’s most respected electronic music organisations. We have been running
for 16 years now and have been working with Village Underground since 2006 - their first few years of business.

Of all the venues i can think of in London and in all our dealings with them, Village Underground is up there with the very best -
they are extremely professional and really care about providing the youth (and older age groups) with fantastic, well programmed
events.

The proposed later closing time will of course help their business become more viable but also it makes sense in terms of crowd
control and less disturbance in the moming. When an event closes at 4am most people will leave fairty en masse at the end, which
incans more potential noise and disturbance at a time when most local residents are in a deep sleep. By 6am there is other noise
from traffic and it is surely on many levels a tore sensible time to finish.

I sincerely hope you give them the opportunity of this later license at the weekends.

Best wishes




Sanaria Hussain
m

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 16:13

To: Licensing

Cc sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Subject: Village Underground Proposal

To Whom This May Concern " '

I'am writing in support of Village Undergrounds petition for extra trading hours on Fridays and Saturdays.

I am the co-founder at - a bookings agency for electronic music artists. Operating from our office in London fields for 7
year now we place DJs in clubs around the world.

We have done business with Village Underground and the promoters that work / host events at Village Underground on a regular
basis for many years and have always found them extremely professional and caring within the wider scene, providing a platform to
artists to communicate and enteriain young people.

The proposed later closing time of 6am makes sensc on many levels. Financially - it will help them 10 continue to bring some

of the best talent worldwide to the venue. In terms of crowd control and minimising disturbance having a later license will help push
any disturbance to a more socially acceptable time of 6am rather than 4 when there is other more ambient noise.

I sincerely hope you give them the opportunity of this later license at the weckend.

best wishes




Sanaria Hussain

L _ |
From: ]

Sent: 30 January 2018 16:18

To: Licensing

Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Subject: Village Underground License Application

Hello, I

I am writing in support of Village Underground’s Later License application.

I'have been visiting the club for over 4 years and consider it an important and positive contribution to the culture of Hackney
and London with a world-class reputation for supporting the underground arts and music scene.

As a cultural institution, i feel a later license would be beneficial to the venue in order bolster the financial viability of the club
and have firm faith in the professionalism of the management to ensure no public nuisance, crime or disorder will result from
the proposed change. Furthermore, the reduction in weekday hours will help to reduce the impact of potential noise, public
nuisance or crime or disorder at more sensitive times of the week.

As a club-goer, 6am is a more standard (and expected) time for events such as these to end. It also makes exiting a venue
much quicker as transport is fully running by this time, there is less competition for taxis and therefore fewer people waiting
outside the ciub at close.

I hope you'll bear these factors in mind when considering their application and are able to view Village Underground and
similar venues in light of their contribution to London’s music-scene and their reputation as cultural institutions.

Best wishes,




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 16:21

To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground is Important

As a resident and emplgyee within the neighbourhood, I'm writing to you in suppprt of an institution that serves
as an important hub forlcultural activity and creativity within the borough: Villagé Underground.

In a time of the uncontrolied development luxury high rises and the invasion of global chains, Village
Underground to me represents the core sensibilities behind why I live here in the first place. Their continued
support for bringing forward thinking 'underground’ music and cultural experiences to the neighbourhood are
what makes Hackney, and London itself a unique, diverse, and culturally rich place to live.

I am in full support of helping cement their place as a cultural comnerstone of Shoreditch with extended
licensing. Their discerning programming works as a filter that invites the sorts of adventurous spirits this
neighbourhood deserves. Taste that transcends demographics and ethnographics, brought to the world with
passion and professionalism.

In the end, they're the good guys, and I hope to see them flourish as the neighbourhood adapts to the challenges
the future will bring.

With Sincerity,

—_—— ——



Sanaria Hussain

_ _ "

From:
Sent: 30 January 2018 23:54
To: Licensing
Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground license application

. I I
Hi there

Please do not take the licence away from Village underground from 6am. This is a respectful venue and there is literally
no noice coming out of place. London venues need support rather than closing down or losing the licence. We need o
look at Berlin and learn from this major city.

Thanks

-from Hackney



Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 23:31

To: Licensing

Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground Licence Application
Hello, {

| am emailing regarding Village Underground in Shoreditch. | live right across the road from the venue at || ] NI
Fairchild Place. Village Underground does so much for the community and London in general, as a place
that holds arts and music events.

Living across from the venue and as a regular visitor | have never had any problems with the crowd that gathers there or
regarding the management. The establishment is run by a very professional team who ensures the safety and security of
all their guests.

| believe they have made a number of proposals, including reducing weekday hours, which will further help reduce any
risk of public nuisance. As a |ocal resident | support Village Underground’s application to extend its weekend hours to
6am and do not think it will be an issue for the neighbourhood. In fact if it helps them continue to hold cuftural events,
it will be beneficial.

Thank you and kind regards,

Il Fairchild Place
EC2/ .

Sent from Mail for Windows 10




Sanaria Hussain

L . — I . R
From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 23:25

To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Subject: Later license application Village Underground

To Whom It May Cd'ﬂcem, '

I work in the local area (Curtain Road) and fully support the new licence application. [ have been to Village Underground
many times for various different events, including art exhibitions & live music. | have always loved this venue, it's beautiful
inside, | have never had any trouble, the security, the staff & the punters are second 10 none. Always friendly, always
helpful. The new hours make perfect sense & as someone who has moved to the city from up north, one of the main
reasons | moved here was for the versatile, abundant creative culture & nightlife and the reputation “the city that never
sleeps”.

Best Wishes

Sent from my iPhone



Sanaria Hussain

b T — S R
From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 22:40

To: Licensing

Subject: Village Underground - Application for Late Licence

Dear Hackn.Fy Council \

-Hotel London Shoreditch fully support VU application for late licence. Reasons include;

A great working relationship with VU. As a partner and fellow Shore ditch establishment we benefit
from providing accommodation to the artists, businesses, staff and public that VU attract. If they are
able to increase license, this only allows us to be more successful in turn.

We appreciate that VU has a world class reputation for providing a platform for cutting edge live music and the arts. It is
a valuable asset to the local area and does not host the type of events that may cause problems in Shoreditch.

We have not experienced any public nuisance, crime or disorder from VU's operation, including events during their usual
hours and later hours under Temporary Event Notices.

VU has a very professional management team and I know they can be relied upon to ensure no public nuisance, crime or
disorder will be caused by the proposed change in hours.

We have not experienced issues with music noise escaping from VU during its current hours and so do not have concerns
about this being a problem during the proposed new hours.

The applicant has always been proactive in consulting with local residents and stakeholders. This positive engagement
assures local people that VU values the local community and is a longstanding responsible operator

We fully support there application and wish them every success for the future.




Sanaria Hussain

From: ]
Sent: 30 January 2018 22:33

To: Licensing

Subject: Village Underground / licensing

Hello | i

I'm writing to offer my support for Village Underground's application for a 6am curfew.

I've known the Village Underground management teamn for nearly ten years and have also lived in Hackney for
nearly 10 years, and throughout that time [ have found Village Underground to be one of the most
professionally managed organisations in London. I know they care about both the people that work for them
and the people that live in their community.

I hugely value VU's place in the city as a venue for music and art that would struggle to find a home elsewhere.
Their programming is bold and ambitious and something that the borough and the city would miss greatly if it
had to be watered down at all due to financial constraints. A later licence will help VU fund this programme.

As an attendee at Village Underground and a Hackney resident, I've never experienced (or heard from friends)
of any problems or public nuisance arising from Village Underground.

I myself am not someone who would stay out until 6am myself these days but I definitely see the logic in
granting this extension to the curfew: it will mean that people leaving the venue will actually be less likely to
disturb any residents given that the city itself is waking up by 6am.

I'd be genuinely heartbroken if one of my favourite venues in London couldn't keep doing what it does so
brilliantly. I know the Village Underground team will take their responsibility to the community seriously and
make this extension to their hours work for everyone so I'd strongly support Hackney council granting it to
them.

Best wishes



Ea_paria Hussain

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject;

‘

30 January 2018 22:27

Licensing

sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Later license application Village Underground

- t‘/illage Underground has a world-class reputation for providing la platform for cutting-edge live music and arts events, it
brings much to Shoreditch, Hackney and London.

—6am is a better time to ask customers to leave than 4am — transport is fully running and ambient noise levels are much

higher.

— VU has volunteered a reduction in hours during weekdays. This is a net reduction of hours overall and reduces any risk
of public nuisance, crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the week.

— Village Underground’s management team are incredibly professional and can be relied upon to ensure that public
nuisance, crime or disorder will not be caused by the proposed change.

— If you live locally and have not experienced any public nuisance, crime or disorder from our operations, please be sure
to mention this — also if applicable, including our history of events running until later hours under Temporary Event

Notices.



Sanaria Hussain
[

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 22:08
To: Licensing

Subject: Village Underground (VU)
Attachments: Shoreditch_medium.pdf

Dear sir/madam,
Re: In Support Of VU license extension

I am writing as a resident in shoreditch for 25 years and a business owner in the shoreditch triangle for the past
15 years.

For past 10 years 1 have been neighbours with Village Underground and in all those years they have come to
represent

the most active creative space in shoreditch. A treasure which we ought to do our utmost to protect.

Village underground is a very respectable institution with a professional management team that is the envy of
the industry.

Thanks to VU shoreditch gets to showcase some of the finest artists in the creative industries from around the
world. As a

multi-diciplinary space it is very unique in the range of activities it undertakes. I would like to support the
application to

improve the licensing hours so that more cultural and community programs can be effectively and sustainably
accommodated within VU’s schedule.

Kind regards

-Bcﬂemc:ns Row
London

ec2AlN

United Kingdom




Sanaria Hussain
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From:
Sent: 30 January 2018 21:41
To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Cc sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground

- |
Dear Sirs, |

As a local Hackney Resident based nearby I fully support the application for a later licence for the village
Underground.

I know of the Village underground team behind the project and that they have an great track record of
delivering without problems providing an unrivalled platform for live music and arts events, it brings people
from all over the country to Hackney and London.

6am is a better time to ask customers to leave than 4am - transport is fully running and ambient noise levels are
much higher, and VU has volunteered a reduction in hours during weekdays. This is a net reduction of hours
overall and reduces any risk of public nuisance, crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the
week.

I hope you consider these points in your decision.

Many thanks

Palatine road
Hackney
N16



Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 20:53

To: Licensing

Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground license application
Hi, |

I’'m writing to you regarding Village Underground's license application which I fully support.

I have been a resident of Hackney for nearly 6 years, living just around the corner from Village Underground at French
Place, Shoreditch. |have also attended Village Underground on multiple occasions and have nothing but positive things
to say about my experiences when attending events there. The VU staff and management are always incredibly
respectful and professional, not only of the people attending their events but also of the local community in close
proximity to the venue. | have never experienced any public nuisance, crime or disorder as result of the VU operation.
Based on my experiences if their new license application was approved | would not expect any change to their appreach
to running one of the best cultural venues in London.

I'm a passionate supporter of London maintaining its position as a leader in cultural nightlife experiences. Village
Underground plays a huge role in this through providing both locals and tourists with cutting-edge live music and arts
event. It's programming of cultural events is one of the strongest not only in London but globally.

VU are taking a proactive and community minded approach to ensure all stakeholders of the venue are considered. A
reduction of hours during weekdays ensures the minimal risk of any disturbance is further reduced. While a 6am closing
time minimises the risk of large amounts of people leaving the venue at 4am and causing a disturbance while locals will
still be asleep. At 6am public transport services are fully running meaning people from the venue can leave the area
quicker.

One of the best events | experienced at VU was for the ‘Save Our Culture’ campaign. This event held all day on a Sunday
clearly demonstrated that VU could hold events outside of their normal operating hours with no impact to the local
community.

I’'m happy to be contacted to discuss any part of this e-mail.

Best regards

** FY1, I don’t have e-mail on my l;hone. For anything urgent, please call, text or Whatsapp me.




Sanaria Hussain

T I — ]
From: - O]
Sent: 30 January 2018 19;58
To: Licensing
Subject: Village underground

Date: Tue, 30 Jan 2018 at 11:02

Subject: Village Underground

To whom this may concern,

| write this letter in the hope that the historical venue of Village Underground can be granted with an
extended licence for running its shows later at night. As a loyal client of this behemoth of electronic music
right at the heart of one of the most heated and trendy areas of London, there are simply too many reasons
to make this happen.

First of all, as 1 have been able to witness myself along with my journey through VU shows, their
management team is very efficient and professional concerning every aspect of their nights. In terms of
security, but also noise control and crime and disorder countering, they have always been remarkable - in my
opinion, this venue is the most capable of managing an extended licence in the entire city.

Then, | would like to have a word on the world-class reputation VU enjoys and its effects on the social-
economic sphere evolving around it. Because of this institution, Londoners can regularly enjoy the
performance from the best - but also the most diverse! - artists in the world, with a rare frequency and
intensity, whilst feeling stable and secure. VU represents the very heart of London through its quality, but also
its diversity - and the ideas and values it spreads in peoples mind are ones with openness, tolerance and most
of all: fun!

Finally, the venue always showed exemplary behaviour and never experience music or noise escaping
during performing hours, and this problem is therefore under control in case of extended licence hours.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Best regards,



Sanaria Hussain

“ |
From: ]

Sent: 30 January 2018 19:33

To: Licensing

Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk

Subject: Support for Village Underground Licensing Application

Hgllo,

As a Hackney resident [ would like to add my support to Village Underground’s licensing application.

Village Underground is one of my favourite venues and has hosted many amazing artists I’ve been fortunate to
see. I've always been impressed by how the venue is opperated and the care and respect shown by customers
and staff alike. It’s really one of the friendliest venues in the city!

I view the proposed changes as beneficial to our local community as the new closing time would better match
with local transport services and would take place during more active hours with respect to ambient noise.

It is also important to note that London has seen a number of closures to night time venues in recent years
which has had a negative impact on access to arts & culture within our city as well as a considerable impact on
viability and prosperity of the ‘nighttime economy’. We need to support our venues, particularly those which
host LGBTQ artists and audiences, to prosper in our community.

They have my full support.

Best,

B !clmer Rd,

Homerton,

o



Fairfield Road,
London, |

£3 [

Licensing and Trading Standards
London Borough of Hackney
Hackney Service Centre

1 Hillman Street

E8 1DY

Village Underground extension of hours application

To whom it may concern,

We are writing in support of Village Underground’s application for later trading hours.
As a long term tenant of The Mission, where we rent studio space from Village
Underground we can confidently support their application.

VU has a world class reputation for providing a platform for cutting edge live music and
the arts. It is a valuable asset to the local area and does not host the type of events that
may cause problems in Shoreditch.

I/We have not experienced any public nuisance, crime or disorder from VU’s operation,
including events during their usual hours and later hours under Temporary Event Notices.

VU has a very professional management team and I/we know they can be relied upon to
ensure no public nuisance, crime or disorder will be caused by the proposed change in
hours.

I/We have not experienced issues with music noise escaping from VU during its current
hours and so do not have concerns about this being a problem during the proposed new
hours.

They have volunteered a reduction in hours during weekdays, which is positive. It reduces
the risk of public nuisance, crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the
week.

The proposals represent an overall reduction in authorised hours for the provision of
licensable activities across the week.



Sanaria Hussain

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

GF;

Ef

Hi team,

30 January 2018 18:21

Licensing
sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Village Underground license application

Hope you’re having a good start to the year!

I am writing to support Village Underground's extension license.

As a quick intro I am a co-founder of a new tech and events company based near Old Street. Qur business
involves organising and supporting events in the Hackney area. In the last 2 months we’ve done a street art
exhibition at the Stolen space gallery with over 750 people, as well as sponsoring some small parties (small

DJs) in and around Hackney Wick.

For our business and the business of our partners to flourish we need the services of incredible venues like

Village Underground.

With London becoming increasingly expensive and gentrified, organising and managing events is not easy.
Seldom profitbale. This particularly hurts the smaller business owners and independent artists. The very same
people that help build East London. The people of Village Underground have been organising unique and

fantastic events and showing a lot of support to the people that need it.

Hope this email finds you well.

Thanks,




Licensing and Trading Standards
London Borough of Hackney
Hackney Service Centre

1 Hillman Street

E8 1DY

30/01/18

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

| am writing to you on behalf o to share my full support of Village Underground
in their efforts to extend their License from 4am to 6am on Friday and Saturday. Grassroots Music
Venues play a vital social, cultural and economic role in their communities, delivering over 80,000
live music performances a year, attended by circa 12 million people per annum. They are the
research and development departments of the UK music industry, which contributes £4.1bitlion to
the UK economy.

Village Underground is one of the 88 remaining Grass Roots Music venues in London. In the last ten
years London has lost more than 35% of its Grass Roots music venues and although this decline has
slowed down, support is still needed for these important spaces for creation and bringing together of
communities. The VU team comprises music and arts professionals with a broad experience and an
international reputation for the quality of their work. MVT has worked closely with key members of
the team and we have been consistently impressed by their knowledge, professionalism and
creativity. These are people with a real understanding of legislation, health and safety, community
responsibility; experienced operators of small to large-scale events and venues,

Each year VU has an audience of over 150,000 people, stages more than 500 performances and works
with more than 1500 artists. The venue provides valuable low-cost creative workspace for many start-
up companies and entrepreneurs to kick start their careers, with a programme that is internationally
recognised for its diversity. It is one of the leading venues in London for developing new artistic talent,
ensuring Hackney is a global destination for new contemporary music, and is one of the few venues in
Hackney with the ability to draw in high end cultural partnerships to East London, including Barbican
Centre, National Theatre of Wales, Fuel Theatre, Royal Court, Sadlers Wells.

As VU doesn’t receive any public grant funding, it is critical for them to gain the ability to rearrange
their programme in a way that is more profitable and therefore, more sustainable. Indeed, their plan
is to move loss making live music and arts events off the valuable days in the week to make way for
commercial events, instead placing them on Friday and Saturday evenings before the weekend
programme starts. To achieve this, they need to shift the start and finish of the weekend programme
back to make the timing viable. We believe that this is a sensible approach to do business and one
that is in line with the rest of their work.

Sincerely



Licensing and Trading Standards

London Borough of Hackney

Hackney Service Centre

1 Hillman Street E8 1DY

DATE 30t Jan 2018

RE: VILLAGE UNDERGROUND

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to support Village Undergrounds application.

I'am a local resident and business owner, | also have knowledge of VU.

VU has a reputation for providing a platform for cutting edge live music and the
arts. Itis not just a bar but a valuable asset to the local area.

I have worked with VU before and have never experienced any public nuisance,
crime or disorder from VU’s operation, including events during their usual hours
and later hours under Temporary Event Notices.

VU has a very professional security and management team and | know they can
be relied upon to ensure no public nuisance, crime or disorder will be caused by
the proposed change in hours,

Yours truly,

.Crusoe Mews
London

N1




Sanaria Hussain

“
From: _

Sent: 30 January 2018 17:05

To: Licensing

Subject: Village Underground License Extension
Hello

As a Hackney resident and long time user of Village Underground, please accept my full support of Village Underground
in their efforts to extend their License from 4am to 6am on Friday and Saturday. | find their explanation supporting the
application convincing, namely -

that this extension would enable Village Underground to compete with other events venues and maintain open a unique
place that showcases incredible talents;

Spreading the time at which people may leave the venue over a longer period of the morning makes better sense for the
users and local residents, especially when at 6am much of the city is already coming back to life;

Village Underground has always managed to showcase new and upcoming talent, to bring a level of creativity in its
programming not experienced in most other places that focus much more on commercial outcomes. Loosing this facility
would be a great loss to the community, and loss of talent if it closes. If two exira hours of license can ensure its
continuity then it should be strongly considered:;

In the 10 years that I've know Village Underground, I've always recognised their efforts to ensure good relations with the
neighbourhood and the surrounding community. Village Underground have worked hard in ali its time to be a good
neighbour and act in the interests of the community - in terms of resolving any problems, but also in avoiding drawing
large crowds of outsiders solely for commercial gains, by providing events that are of interest to a local audience. This is
where they stand out and make the case for their application all the more important.

I hope you draw considerably on the positive aspects of this application and authorise the request for extension.

Kind regards

Nio



Sanaria Hussain

D _ — ]
From: ]
Sent: 30 January 2018 16:43
To: Licensing
Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground License Application

To Whom It May Concern,
I'am writing in support of the license application being put forward by Village Underground.

As a London resident, who has previously lived in, and still spends much time in the Hackney Borough, I
would like to put forward my support for Village Underground’s application, particularly for the request for
later trading on the Friday and Saturday nights and reduction in hours during the week.

Having attended multiple events and nights put on by Village Underground, I feel they have always made a
conscious effort to put the local community and their customers first. I have always felt well looked after and
protected by staff, who will go out of the way to ensure your safety and enjoyment, in a professional manner.
They have always come across as not just a venue, but a community who are conscious of the local
environment they are in.

I feel as well that extending the hours to 6am will have minimal impact on the community around the venue,
which already has multiple venues which open late. Furthermore, 1 feel it will enhance safety for patrons. [ have
had past experience of travelling home in the dark hours of the night, between 2-3am, and experiencing
harassment leading me to feel highly uncomfortable. However, travelling home that bit later, at around 5-6am
often feels safer; in the summer the sky will be light and at all times of the year people will be around travelling
to work, offering that extra feeling of security - indeed I have worked jobs which have required me to travel in
at 6am and [ have felt safe at this hour.

[ hope you will consider the extension of their license, and the positive impact it will have on the community,
the customers and the already fading London nightlife - which draws so many to our city.

Best wishes



Sanaria Hussain

“

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 16:09

To: Licensing

Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: letter of support for Village Underground

To whom it mlly concern,
I am writing in support of Village Underground's petition for extra trading hours on Fridays and Saturdays.

I am one of the partners at _one of London’s most respected electronic music organisations. We have been running
for 16 years now and have been working with Village Underground since 2006 - their first few years of business.

Of all the venues i can think of in London and in all our dealings with them, Village Underground is up there with the very best -
they are extremely professional and really care about providing the youth (and older age groups) with fantastic, well programmed
even(s.,

The proposed later closing time will of course help their business become more viable but also it makes sense in terms of crowd
control and less disturbance in the morning. When an event closes at 4am most people will leave fairly en masse at the end, which
means more potential noise and disturbance at a time when most local residents are in a deep sleep. By 6am there is other noise
from traffic and it is surely on many levels a more sensible time to finish.

I sincerely hope you give them the opportunity of this later license at the weekends.

Best wishes




-Shoreditch High 5t
London El-

Licensing and Trading Standards

London Borough of Hackney o —

Hackney Service Centre 29 jap 2018

1 Hillman Street

E8 1DY 25th January 2018
Dear Sirs

1 have lived at the address above for over 12 years.

{ am writing to show my support to: VILLAGE UNDERGROUND 54 Holywell Lane London EC2A 3PQ in
their application for Licence changes.

I have never been a witness to, or aware of, any anti-social behaviour or noise emanating from
Village Underground. Indeed, the back streets surrounding Holywell Lane are very dark and guiet and
it's actually quite a relief to see their security in the early hours of the morning. | believe it would be
added value to the ‘saturation zone’ for VU to trade longer so the added security is still in place until
daylight.

Village Underground are a supporter of high quality street art and have a world famous frontage.
They bring added vibrancy to this area and it’s nice they are a small independent business.

fam happy to discuss my support further should you wish to contact me. My mobile telephone is




nJ

Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: £3 January ZUls 16:29

To: Licensing

Cc: i

Subject: Village Underground license application
Hello,

I'm writing teday from London in Stereo (a Hackney-based music magazine dedicated to promoting
live music) to ask that Village Underground's new license application be approved.

As a venue it serves as a vital hub to the Hackney and Shoreditch area - a venue that always feels
safe, well-run and a positive place to be in. And that's not to mention the exceptional lineups they
always bring to the area.

As i understand, VU are offering an actual reduction in trading hours - with shorter weeknights and
longer Friday and Saturday nights. This seems to make total sense in logistical terms - whether it's
transport home being easily accessible {until the night tube is extended to cover the full TFL schedule
then it's still very limited) - or even a benefit to iocal businesses opening for breakfast on a weekend
morning!

As a frequent user of the venue, and as someone who has left at a variety of hours, i'd have absolute
confidence in VU to be able to operate within these extended hours with all the professionalism and
care they always provide.

Shoreditch often feels like an area where the night time economy, that has offered so much in terms
of regeneration to the borough, is deemed an irritant. Nothing could be further from the case. It's
absolutely vital to ensure that it remains a key part of London’s night life - and this offer from VU will
make it even more attractive.

thanks a lot




29/1/17

Rockfeedback Concerts _

-Upper 5t London N1 .
To Whom It May Concern '

'm (N SN Rockfeedback Concerts. We are independent
promotions company based in London that present around 150-200 live events in London a
year, with a variety of different musicians from all over the world performing

We have promoted events at Village Underground since it opened, and for me it is un-
rivalled as one of best music and aris venues in London, and is both a crucial and essential
space in a fast-changing area.

The venue's attention to cutting-edge, progressive and varied London-community focused
programming, combined with the best approach to safety, quality and comfortable
experiences for event attendees, make it a joy to present events there as a promoter.

In a city where nightlife is so important to people across the weekend, the experience we
have of people being made to leave a ciub at 4pm, rather than to allow a full night time
programme where egress is much more staggered, has a significantly less impactful effect
on the local area. It provides a much more controlled and less pressured safe space for
events, and we would strongly advise from our experience as music promoter of over a
decade in London to run things this way, for the best interests of the city, the surrounding
area and all invoived. Due to the way VU is run so professionally, | can't see how later hours
on a weekend would increase disorder, | would feel instead the hours would help alleviate
any issues in the more middle of the night,

I have also live and worked in Hackney for years, so am speaking from experience as to the
impact an earlier removal causes. Village Underground has only ever contributed positively
to the community, providing an ideal night life and arts space for the community across the
week and weekend

Best wishes

o

I Urper St London N1 -



Sanaria Hussain

I -]
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 16:47
To: Licensing
Cc: |
Subject: ‘Village Underground license application’

To whom it may concern,

I'm writing to express my support for Village Underground license application. I have lived in
Hoxton/Haggerston for the last 8 years and for years I have regularly attended various events at Village
Underground - exhibitions, live performances as well as club nights - because the venue has so much to offer.
I'm particularly interested in music and feel very glad to have VU in close proximity to where I live as sadly
there is no other place in Shoreditch that puts up quality evens like VU. The area has gone very commercial
over last years attracting a weird crowd to the streets, all the bars seem to be the same with neon lights in every
window and unbearable choice of music.

In all this VU is the hidden only place that offers a completely different experience at the weekend. They have
great artists coming, perfect sound and decent people attending. I've never seen people being too loud or
aggressive at the time of closing and was never scared to leave the venue at the end and walk home whilst
everyone else is walking to get a bus. [ think 6am close would make it better for the people who live far as they
can take a tube then. I'm pretty sure VU is attracting an audience from all over London and beyond for the
shows that they have. It also feels that VU is managed by a professional team who would ensure crime and
noise are minimised.

It's sad to hear they struggle at the same time creating jobs and adding so much value to the area. Hope they can
have the license that helps to keep on profit as it's a very special place and should be supported.

M orbiere House
De Beavouir Estate
NI i} London



Sanaria Hussain

From: - ]
Sent: 29 January 2018 16:55

To: Licensin

& [

Subject: Village Underground license application

To Whom It May Concern:

I write in support of the Village Underground’s request for later trading hours on weekends, on behalf of independent
record label XL Recordings.

For the past decade our artists have had the benefit and privilege of performing at the VU - from early shows by The xx,
to Odd Future and more recently Jungle - the venue provides an incredibly valuable cultural service to the area, and we
fully support them in taking this step to ensure they can continue to operate and support the thriving London music
scene.

From hosting our own 25 anniversary celebration of ‘XL Chapter VI’ at VU we appreciate the hard work and
professional attitude all of their staff demonstrate to running late night events. We were impressed by the smooth
operation of the night and the way in which they take care of their patrons. The later closing time of 6am on Friday and
Saturday nights we also believe would be far safer and less disruptive to the local area, when transport is fully running
across the capital.

We also feel it shows consideration that they wish to reduce their hours of operation on weeknights, where no doubt
events running past midnight might have greater potential to disturb those working the following morning.

We hope that you will grant them this license extension and continue to recognise the significant role that venues such
as VU play in the health of London as a centre for music innovation and in securing the future of our night time
economy.

Yours truly,

BN Codrington Mews, London W11 K

Registered in Logland: 1414045




Sanaria Hussain
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From:

Sent; 29 January 2018 17:09

To: Licensing

Cc: e
Subject: Village Underground - Licensing Consulting
Dear Hackney Council

I'm writing to strongly support Village Underground’s licensing application.

As a Hackney resident - Kyverdale Road), I consider Village Underground and all it provides to be one
of the main attractions of living in Hackney. ..

Village Underground has a world-class reputation for providing a platform for cutting-edge live music and
arts events, it brings much to Shoreditch, Hackney and London.

6am is a better time to ask customers to leave than 4am - transport is fully running and ambient noise
levels are much higher.

VU has volunteered a reduction in hours during weekdays. This is a net reduction of hours overall and
reduces any risk of public nuisance, crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the week

Village Underground's management team are incredibly professional and can be relied upon to ensure
that public nuisance, crime or disorder will not be caused by the proposed change.

Thank you for listening,



Sanaria Hussain
1
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From; ]
Sent: Y January 2018 17:18
To: Licensing
Cc .
Subject: Village Underground - Licensing

Dear Hackney Council
| am a resident of Tower Hamlets, but | spend a considerable amount of my time in the Hackney and Shoreditch area.

I am very much in support of this licensing request. Village Underground is a fantastic venue that introduces a variety of
live music to the area, | have been lucky to attend on many occasions and have found the venue to be professional run
with a great deasl of responsibility to the local area and its customers. Extending the license to 6am would mean the
venue could continue to attract the world class live acts in the future. There has been a great loss of late night venues in
London in the recent years so extending the licensing would show great support to the live music and club industry,

Thank you.

Best,

DISCLAIMER

This email has been sent by Amnesty International Limited (a company registered in England and Wales limited by guarantee, number 01606776 with a
registered office at 1 Easton St, London WC1X ODWY). internet communications are not secure and therefore Amnesty International does not accept
legal responsibility for the contents of this message. If you are not the Intended recipient you must nol disclose or rely on the information in this e-mail.
Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Amnesty International unless specifically
stated. Electronic communications including email might be monitored by Amnesty Intemational for operational or business reasons..



Sanaria Hussain

L e L —
From: 1

Sent: 29 January 2018 17:24

To: Licensing

Cc:

Subject: VILLAGE UNDERGROUND License extension

To whom it may concern,

As a resident of hackney I strongly support the license extension for Village underground from 4-6

On weekends. I have experienced this club as a very importabt venue for clubculture. Their bookings are really
very valuable for the clubscene. However as a music professional i can attest that opening times until 4 am are
often not feasible to put on a full experience of clubbing and cutting the hours short usually leaves a bad
experience for clubbers. As a former resident of berlin, where clubnights last a lot longer i can definitely tell the
difference. It would also be a lot more convenient for clubbers to be able to leave the area immediately becaise
public transport works again at 6 am. Residents would be much less disturbed if people didn't have to roam the
streets for 2 hours after they have been kicked out of the club.

Please consider this in your decision to grant village underground am extension of their license.
Thank you very much

Best regards,

Sent from myMail for Android



Sanaria Hussain

R — N
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 19:32
To: Licensing
Cc
Subject: Village Underground license application
Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing to you to show my support for Village Underground to gain a late license. I feel it has an
incredible reputation amongst the community for providing a platform for live music and arts events, it brings
so much to young people like myself who go out regularly in Shoreditch, Hackney and London.

I think that their petition to ask for an extra two hours trading on Friday and Saturday nights, from 4am to 6am
is a great idea, considering people like myself have been previously stranded at 4am after leaving in order to
wait for transport to run properly.

Also a prior note, last time the venue were so awesome when me and a friend were saying this on the way out,
we were allowed to stay inside in the warmth for a bit more in order to wait for transport, we were so
appreciative. [ think this also shows that their management team are incredibly professional and can be relied
upon to look after the public. I have never experienced any crime or problems in my numerous times at the
venue and have never felt threatened at all entering or leaving.

Please do consider my email, i know i am not the only young person (recent graduate) who feels this

way. Trying to begin our careers, working long hours, struggling with making decent money etc I feel having
venues like Village Underground putting on amazing music every weekend is perfect avenue for us to relax,
listen to great music, and also socialise and meet like-minded people who share a genuine love for music.

Thanks for your time.

Best,



Sanaria Hussain
#

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 19:09

To: Licensing

Cc:

Subject: Village Underground - new licence
Dear Hackney Council,

As a Hackney resident I'd like to express my support for Village Underground’s recent application for a new
licence, which would see some of its operating hours shifted onto early momings on weekends. The reasons for
my support are the following:

1. Village Underground is an iconic cultural venue with a huge impact on the music/arts scene in Hackney and
indeed all of London.

2. While VU would benefit from extending its opening hours until 6AM on Fridays/Saturdays, the real benefit
is for local residents and the venue’s attendees alike, as 4AM closing time can be much more disruptive in

terms of both noise levels and safety concems.

3. VU have expressed willingness to sacrifice some opening hours on weekdays, which are much more
sensitive times for the local community.

I believe it would be reasonable and mutually beneficial to grant VU the new licence they’ve applied for.

Thanks for understanding,




Sanaria Hussain

S
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 18:21
Tao: Licensin
Cc:
Subject: Village Underground licensing hours Letter of Support

Dear Hackney council,

I have been a resident in the borough for over 15 years always within 15 minutes walk of the centre of
Shoreditch. During this time I have witnessed the transformation of Shoreditch from a vibrant, creative hotspot
of art and culture to becoming increasingly culturally diluted, where the artists have been replaced by
mainstream bars bankers, This is of course mainly to do with it being a victim of its own success - the attraction
of the culture the artistic community provided. With it’s rise in popularity, property and business rates have sky
rocketed and it has become more difficult for businesses to survive without appealing to the mainstream.

I'm a music fan and Village Underground is almost the last bastion of what I consider to be artistically and
culturally rich in it’s music policy and programming. [ remember when Cargo was one of the best music venues
in London, playing incredible experimental music from across the globe by new and exciting artists, serving hot
sake and experimental food. An all round mind blowing experience which I was eager to share with anyone that
visited from around the UK and overseas. The last time I went the music sounded so awfully mainstream it
could have been played directly from a Radio 1 playlist and I was served a terrible drink in a plastic cup. It was
heartbreaking.

The pressure of increasing rental prices and operating costs have forced venues to take less risks and what was
culture and art is replaced with prescriptive mainstream with no motivation other than to make money through
playing what is popular. In my opinion this is a real shame.,

From of the experimental attitude of the Village Underground have emerged globally recognised brands such
as Morning Gloryville which is famous for sober raving and conscious clubbing before work from 6am. There
are not many venues anywhere that would risk backing such new, innovative and experimental ideas.

Village Underground was also the first venue outside of Spain to take a risk and support Elrow, now the fastest
growing and one of the biggest electronic music brands in the world, hosting events everywhere from Dubai to
Peru. These brands have outgrown Village Underground but without their support they would not be where
they are now. With all of these successes in experimental music, there are bound to be less successful
endeavours. The team are bold, courageous, hard working and do a job that very few in the world can do.

I'am in full support of this application because I know that the increase in trading hours will allow Village
Underground to continue to do what is most difficult, to programme creative, experimental and culturally
diverse music while making ends meet and taking care of a wonderful team. They have a family attitude to their
business and they genuinely care about the community, both locally and those they support through their often
very challenging endeavours.

They are one of London’s finest treasures and jt would be a crying shame for London if it was lost due to the
increasing pressures of running this kind of business - in a town which has already lost so many of its cultural
assets and musical institutions.



Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: anuary 2018 18:11

To: Licensin

e ]
Subject: Village Underground license application

Relevant to: Licensing Objectives - Prevention of Crime and Disorder; Prevention of Public Nuisance; Public Safety;
Protection of Children From Harm

!.. W Richmond Roéd,

London
Hello,

I am writing this as a Hackney resident in support of the Village Underground getting an extra two hours trading on Friday
and Saturday nights, from 4am to 6am.

Hackney is a haven for artists, and it's very important to support venues like this that present world class live music and
art. | have never experienced public nuisance in relation to Village Underground's operations.

I1



From:

Sanaria Hussain

Sen:. R TR

To: i 1
= A

Subject: Village Underground license application

Dear Sir'Madam,
I'm emailing in support of the later license application as submitted by Village Underground.

'have attended Village Underground many times to see music and arts events and I believe that the club brings
a lot to the London scene - amazing artists and live acts from around the world.

[ also believe that 6am close times would mean that people can use public transport to get home therefore
meaning that they would leave the area outside the club quicker than waiting for taxis etc

Best,




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 18:56

To: Licensing

Cc _ _

Subject: Village Underground license application

Hi,
This is a letter in support of Village Underground’s license application.

| fully support their application. They are an amazing venue that supports the arts, in a traditional hub, surrounded by
creatives. | live about 200m from them, on the corner of Old Street and Curtain Road. As a resident, | can safely assure
you it is a lot better to have people exiting a venue at 6am when you are more likely awake, and they have easy means
of transport for getting home. Between 3 and 4am is far less suitable — as | should know due to living opposite 333
Mother which consistently is a pain in the ass, with people hanging around on the streets for hours, waiting for all tube
lines to start back up.

Longer hours during the weekend, with a reduction in weekday hours is the perfect situation, creating less disturbance
during the working week. And, as | have said, 6am closing actually creates less disturbance during the weekend too, 50
literally a win win.

I also work in the area, at Old Street Roundabout, so know the area very well. In my job as the Field Sales Manager for

BrewDog, a craft beer company, | deal with Village Underground and their management. In my interactions with them

they are one of the most professional and switched on teams | have come across and | trust them to first and foremost
focus on the safety of their customers and the surrounding area.

| would love them to be granted permission for this license application — it will allow them to better support the
performing arts, and provide a service to the community in putting on events at times when they are better accessed by

everyone.

Thank you for your consideration.

Thanks,




Sanaria Hussain
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From:

Sent: cosanualy 2ULo eU.Ud

To: Licensing

Ce: B
Subject; Village Underground

Dear Madam, Sir,

As a Hackney resident and worker, [ am writing to you to express my support for Village Underground as a
leading Cultural hub of East London.

The name Village Underground carries weight throughout the world and people travel to London to enjoy VU'’s
atmosphere and listings. It is an experience to witness for any Londoner and visitor.

VU's forward thinking approach to customer management ensures that visitors are welcomed at the appropriate
times and that they leave when it is most convenient for the city and the neighbours: when public transport is in
full swing and when the city starts waking up: at 6am, rather than when everyone is asleep at 4am.

In addition, VU ensures that weekday nuisance is brought to a minimum by reducing its weekday hours, not
that this is necessarily needed, since the A-Star Management team at Village Underground are the finest of
London venue managers, and having lived in the area for over 3 years, this venue is an example to behold for
all.

Thank you for your consideration




Sanaria Hussain
1

From:

Sent: 22 January 2U01¥ 20:49

To: Licensing

Cc

Subject: Village Underground license application

To whom it may concern,

I'm writing in support of the Village Underground’s application to extend their trading hours on Friday and Saturday nights
to 6am. My understanding is that this move will allow them to essentially double up events on those days in order to
ensure that culturally ambitious but financially risky shows can still be programmed. This is very important to me as a
regular gig goer and feel strongly that the VU consistently provides Londoners, and specifically those of us lucky enough
to live in Hackney, with high quality, safe and accessible entertainment. It is one of my favourite venues in London and if it
had to close because the council couldn't agree this small change, | would be extremely disappointed and disheariened
by the short sightedness of the licensing board.

VU are offering to close earlier during the early weekdays which would offset trading hours but more importantly, would
work towards reducing risk of nuisance and other potential antisocial behaviour at the times in the week that might be
more harmful,

As a regular patron of many venues across London, | find the management of VU to be one of the more professional and
safety focussed teams in London, especially for a small independent venue. I'm sure they are more than capable of
handling any impact the additional hours might have and continue being responsible and considerate neighbours.

Also if people are leaving the venue at 6am it will be easier for management to encourage people to move along to public
transport, ostensibly thinning out any congregating crowds quicker and more efficiently,

I have lived in Hackney for 9 years and | do so because it’s full of vibrant and interesting places and people. Village
Underground is an important part of our community and | can only hope that it can continue being a leader in diverse and
joyful live music programming.

Many thanks for considering my support of this application

Cheers

|
€5 AN
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From:
Sent: 9 January 2018 22:10
To: Licensin
co s
Subject: Village Underground licence application

To whom it may concemn,

I am writing to present my full support for Village Underground and the community of artists they have
represented for over 10 years.

Having worked with Village Underground on multiple events, I can say first hand that the venue and it’s team
dedicate themselves to bringing cutting edge music and arts events to Shoreditch and Hackney. Since it’s
conception in 2006, more than 150,000 people have visited the venue as patrons and thousands of artists and
musicians from the UK and internationally have been part of unique and diverse events.

Unfortunately, arts and music events are loss making and the venues receives no public grant funding. Whilst
VU have been operating a social enterprise model that uses commercial income from corporate events to
subsidise music and arts productions, this mechanism no longer works due to huge rises in operational and
staffing costs.

To counter this VU have applied for an extension of hours on their license, which will allow the venue the
flexibility it needs to programme loss making, cultural events in early weekend slots, rather than on the prime
days for commercial and private bookings during the week. This variation to the license is not proposed without
offered compromise, which shows their continued commitment to respecting their local community.

From my experience as an events planner, the proposed changes would have a positive impact on the operation
of the venue...

- The new hours actually equate to a reduction in operational hours, particularly over potentially sensitive days
during the week.

- Closing the venue at 6am, when public transport is operational, will reduce any disorder or public nuisance
caused by patrons leaving the area.

- VU have successfully delivered many events finishing at 6am under TENSs, without significant crime or
disorder.

- Allows for many more culturally diverse (and important) events to be programmed over the weekend, where
they can benefit a greater audience pick up.

For VU this is about maintaining the live music and arts culture it has been central to; Their commitment to the
cultural life of the area is shown in their reluctance to increase tickets and drinks prices despite the difficult and
ongoing economic challenges. The venue employs over 70 people, many of whom are locals and benefit from
their employers commitment to the London Living Wage Foundation.

Unfortunately, because of these costs, Village Underground like many music venues across the country, are
losing the small margin that keeps the live cultural events viable.

Please support the continued efforts of this fantastic independent venue and ultimately support the artists and
musicians of Hackney.



Sanaria Hussain
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From:

Sent: <49 January 2018 22:40

To: Licensin

s I
Subject: Later license application Village Underground

To whom it may concern,

As 20 year plus resident of neighbouring Islington, I wanted to share my strong support for village
underground. This is an iconic venue at the heart of shoreditch. It’s painted tube trains and street art have
somewhat defined that entire area of London. Even more importantly, its commitment to the arts is second to
none - not least given that these are more often than not free for the public.

As a music venue, it remains one of the city’s finest for attracting international djs and other artists. Allowing
extended opening hours is an important step to keeping the venue thriving, not least given that those attending

events will not all be forced out at a time of night when public transport is limited.

I emplore Hackney to appreciate the value village underground plays in the community and as a wider cultural
hub for London.

Kind regards,




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 23:36

To: Licensing

Subject: Viflage Underground - Later license application

I am writing in relation to the application of Village Underground (VU) to extend its licensing hours until 6am
in the weekends. I am not familiar with all the details of the application but as a neighbour (I live across the
road from VU on Fairchild Place) and frequent visitor to VU, the management team asked if [ wanted to
contact you and provide any feedback I may have about the impact VU has had on crime / disorder, public
nuisance and public safety impact locally.

At the outset, [ should be clear that I can only speak from my own experience and values, [ appreciate my views
may not be shared by all residents in the area. Specifically, 1 am passionate about music and the contribution a
music venue with programming as diverse and consistently world class as VU's makes artistically to the scene
and also to the immediate vicinity of Shoreditch High street (otherwise pretty rammed with bars, shops, pubs
and increasing amounts of chains). We are so fortunate to have a venue as unique as VU in general and in such
an accessible area, its iconic street art and carraiges are in itself an attraction to Shoreditch and I walk through
tourists taking pictures of the wall art every single day. From my perspective, it is essential we support VU in
whatever ways they need to remain open and in Shoreditch by assisting them to be be economically viable and
competitive with other clubs around the city and internationally. I approach their application with that
philosophy in mind.

In terms of nuisance factor, as a neighbour to the club, plainly it is a noisy area in general and quite honestly -
the noise from VU doesn't bother me. 1 very rarely hear it above the traffic or get woken by it. That's not to say
it never happens, but [ accept living in this location it is inevitable on occaison. The noise emanating from
Dinerama in the weekends relentless, extremely disruptive and unbearably loud, far worse than anything [ have
ever noticed from VU. What I will say about VU is that the team go out of their way to minimise noise and
control their sound. I have written previously to the Council in support of their different application for a venue
in Stoke Newington and explained that the sound team from VU have asked to take readings from my flat
before, to understand how the sound reaches our building and take steps accordingly. They monitor it. If they
were to get feedback about their sound, I have every confidence they would genuinely work towards finding
solutions and working with residents to improve the position.

The other important point from my perspective is the timing between 4am to 6am. My experience of all bars

/ clubs, including VU, is that around closing time there is that spill out to the streets and a general loitering /
milling around making arrangements to get home. Often that's the noisiest time in terms of people shouting

etc. It is far better, for all concerned, that clubs close at the time all transport is back up and running. People are
safer, the streets are busier if they are walking, people aren't talking loudly on quiet streets waiting for cabs. In
relation to VU, so close to the overground and tubes, it surely is in the best interests of safety and noise levels
that the club closes once they are running.

I've given some thought to the crime / disorder point. I have noticed this outside other clubs in other areas but I
personally have not outside VU (at least the nights I attend). 1 do credit the security team at VU for that, in
part. The searching is rigorous, the ticket and ID checking is uncompromising and inside the club security are
regularly patrolling. There is always a visible security presence outside the club with full view of the well lit
side street the entrance opens to and [ have watched them wave cars away that tried to hover, engines on,
nearby. | have never had a problem with disorder in the club and that must be reflected in the way the crowd

1
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From:
Sent: 30 January 2018 00:10
To: Licensing
Cc: _ N
Subject: VILLAGE UNDERGROUND

I am writing this letter to you in a petition to allow Village Underground to remain open an extra two hours in
the weekend programmes. | lived in the area and theres little public nuisance; walking home is fine. At 6am it
would, if anything, make better.

Its a great venue. Some of my best nights out have been there. Their music and arts should be appreciated
lenger through the night. | am in support, move it to 6am.



Sanaria Hussain
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject: ThTSSnSSS R aLna L vinage UHuergi oung

| really hope that you give Village Underground a later license because they're the only venue that supporied all artists,
cultures music and Private events, it's one of the safest venues to go to at night so | can enjoy myself,

Sent from my iPhone



Sanaria Hussain
\

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 08:14
To: Licensin

Cc:

Subject: village unaerground
Dear SirfMadam

| am writing in support of Village Underground's application to extend their hours.

| went to my first club in 1985, i spent a large chunk of the 90's frequenting venues as a punter,
worker and promoter at various times. | know the difference between a well run and badly run venue
and VU is a well run venue.

They are an asset and their application should be viewed in that positive light.

Kind regards



Sanaria Hussain
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From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 08:35
To: Licensing

Cc:

Subject: VU license application
Dear Hackney Council,

I am a local resident living in Haggerston and would like to submit a couple of points in support of Village
Underground’s license application.

I have been visiting VU for a couple of years now for lots of different events, and have always been impressed
with the professionalism of the venue and its staff,

VU seems to care greatly for its patrons and the local community, and has taken precautionary measures where
possible to try and limit disturbance to local residents / neighbours.

VU deserves a later license, to be able to match and compete with similar venues in the Hackney area which are
operating until at least 6am.

Let the kids dance !
I hope you'll consider accepting their application.

Kind Regards,

Sent from my iPhone



Sanaria Hussain
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From:

Sent: 18 January 2018 16:17
To: Licensing

Subject: VU licensing application

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of the licensing application for Village Underground.

Having known the venue and its staff well for many years, I can vouch that as an organisation VU has a world
class reputation for the platform they give to live music and artistic endeavours. This comes as being a
customer personally, and the reputation they have in East London's hospitality industry.

Secondly, the staff and organisation are proactive and considerate members of their local area, and can be
considered an intrinsic and responsible member of their community.

Regards,



Sanaria Hussain

From: - ]

Sent: 23 January 2018 12:55
To: Licensing
Subject: We support VU’s extended hours application.

To whom it may concemn/ members of the Hackney Council,

l am- the -of Split Music, an indie music publishing company who's office has been located at Village Underground
for the past 3 years.

During the time that I have been here, it's been clear to see that VU is not only an integral part of the London music scene, but a key place
within Shoreditch's cultural landscape.

VU have recently applied to change their license in order to extend Fridays and Saturdays hours to 6AM. 1 think this would not only enable
them to stay competitive with other London music venues (who already have licenses for these extended hours) but will benefit the residents
of Shoreditch. By extending the hours to 6am, the residents are less likely to be disturbed because transport is fully running and ambient
noise levels are much higher. Also, I think their volunteered reduction in hours during weekdays will reduce the risk of public nuisance,
crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the week.

| have not experienced issues with music noise escaping from VU during its current hours and so do not have concems about this being a
problem during the proposed new hours, nor have [ experienced any public nuisance, crime or disorder from VU’s operation, including
events during their usual hours and later hours under Temporary Event Notices. VU's focus has always been on promoting and delivering
cutting-edge music and arts, and I have never had any complaints.

Speaking from personal experience, VU has a very professional management team and have always been proactive in consulting with local
residents and stakeholders, which makes me feel re-assured in the fact that VU values the local community and is a longstanding responsible
operator.

I fully support their application to extend their hours.

Yours sincerely,




Sanaria Hussain

Sent:
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To: Licensing
Subject: Re: Village Underground Late Licence extension

Good afternoon

In respect of the Village Underground's application for extension of a late licence | would like to offer my support 1o this.

1 believe that the Village Underground is a fantastic venue for Shoreditch and London and has a brilliant array of talent. It has world class
reputation for cuiting edge live music and the arts. It is a valuable asset to the local area and does not host the type of events that may cause
problems in Shorediich.

I've worked with the venue for over 2 years and their staff are very professional and understanding
and | know they can be relied upon to ensure no public nuisance, crime or disorder will be caused by the propesed change in hours.

They have always been proactive in consulting with local residents and stakeholders. This positive engagement assures local people that
they value the local community and are a longstanding responsible operator.

Many thanks and kind regards

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. Please notify the
sender If you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. W you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail.



Sanaria Hussain

Sent: January 2018 16:

To: Licensing
Subject: VU VILLAGE UNDERGROUND LONDON
Dear Sirs,

| am currently living in Spitalfields and are a frequent guest at Village Underground.

Having moved to London 2 years ago VU quickly became my second hame {and family).

There are VERY few places left that have a cultural offering of this kind and give artists on a very broad spectrum the
chance to perform and to connect with enthusiast.

It is an amazing place full of passionate and enthusiastic people that put a lot of time, research and love in what they do.

Late opening hours are CRUCIAL in running a place with this kind of offering and | hereby ask you to extend their license
and opening hours,

With kind regards,

The intormanon comiained in this e-mail is for the exclusive use of the intended recipients and may be
confidential .If you receive this e-mail in error, please do not use, print, copy, forward, or disclose any part of it.
Please also delete this e-mail and notify us by return e-mail.
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From: ]
Sent: 28 January 2018 16:54
To: Licensing; sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Later license application Village Underground
Dear Team

I am writing to lend my support to the later license application of Village Underground. As an ex-Hackney resident,
currently working and volunteering in islington Borough, | am an avid supporter of Hackney's essential music and arts
scene, and attend numerous events in the borough. Village Underground plays a vital role in this scene, hosting artists
who might not otherwise perform in the area or even London.

| have always recognised Village Underground's professional management, feel safe at events, and appreciate their
attention to fair pricing. In this current economic climate, their paying the London living wage is also an important
stance, especially in the arts. Finally, seeing some of the world's finest artists at Village Underground continues to be life
enhancing.

| hope you'll look favourably on Village Underground's application, so they can continue to provide a world-class arts
platform.

Thank you and regards,



Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 28 January 2018 19:52

To: Licensin

e ]

Subject: Letter of support for Village Underground's [ater licence application

Dear Sir or Madam. _
| live at Flat -', Garden Walk, London, EC2A ' [ess than.metres from Village Underground.

I am writing to support their application for a licence until 6am on Friday and Saturdays. Village Underground do a huge
amount for artists in Hackney and beyond and they are a very professionally run business.

As | am sure you are well aware trading conditions are pretty challenging for the hospitality sector in the
current climate. Business rates have increased dramatically. There is continual pressure on the night-time
economy from councils and police due to budget cuts and costs of policing. There is considerable uncertainty
in the labour market over Brexit. It's getting harder to recruit good staff and it is costing more and more to do
so. Food and drink prices are high and rising, in part due to the weakness of the pound. Margins are likely to
be squeezed further in the years to come as the majority of suppliers source from the E.U.

There are already casualties in this sector and we are hearing of more every week. You will have seen in the
news that London has lost almost 50% of its music venues in the last ten years. Young people are drinking less
and staying home more often. There is competition from social media and Netflix as much as with other
operators and this is a trend that looks set to continue. We really do not want Village Underground to be
another of these casualties — this would not just be bad for them, but bad for artists, musicians and the whole
eco-system of contributors that make their living through this venue.

Village Underground is an arts-led venue; one that contributes significantly to the local, national and
international reputation of Shoreditch as a town centre. However, the cost of running arts-led venues is high
as artists need to be paid. They bring in talent from all over the world. in recent conversations with the Arts
Council, the general feeling is that likely complications with visas post-Brexit are set to provide significant
barriers to entry for young artists and it will be harder to bring them in and more costly to do so.

In short the macro-economic climate is not good. They are trying to find a way to keep the doors open. Please
help them by supporting this application.

Thanks and Regards,

- Garden Walk,

Shoreditch,

Lond
ccon i
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Sent:
To: Licensin
ce ]

Subject: Later license application Village Underground

To whom it may concern

It has come to my attention that the Village Underground is applying for longer opening hours. I think this is a
great solution in supporting Hackney’s very important art and music scene. A must in any city

6am seems a better time to ask customers to leave than 4am with transport fully running and ambient noise
levels much higher. :

I've always found the Village Underground's management team incredibly professional and can be relied upon
to ensure that public nuisance, crime or disorder will not be caused by the proposed change.

I really hope this can happen and lend my support to the Later license application for the Village Underground.

Best



Sanaria Hussain
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From: |

Sent: 29 January 2018 07:16

To: Licensing

Cc: L |

Subject: Village Underground License Application

Dear Sir/ Madam

| am writing to register my support for the above application — both as a local resident and business operator
(having operated a gallery and PR company on Redchurch Street for seven years — then moved up Kingsland
Road five years ago.)

| fully accept that Licensing needs to consider a wide variety of factors when making a decision — and also fully
understand the many problems that need to be considered when considering such an alteration in license.

My appeal is that due and fair weight be given to the extraordinary asset that Village Underground represents
to our community, borough and city.

Village Underground is a jewel in the crown of Hackney’s cultural landscape — and this alteration will help
ensure the business viability. It's a solution that actively meets the council’s licensing objectives — and will
inevitably reduce any associated issues of noise from customer egress from venue.

| implore you to work with the team of Village Underground to make such a clear-minded and sensible decision
work — for them,; for their community; and for the borough at large.

There's a very good reason that Notting Hill is full of investment bankers and no real community spirit or
culture — and that's because, a good twenty years ago now, the Royal Borough of K&C could not see the value
of such businesses. :

Please act now - before the whole of Shoreditch and Hackney is subsumed by unaffordable boutiques, hotels
and VC workspace. Nothing less than the diversity of the offer of the entire borough is at stake.

Yours




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 09:39

To: Licensing

Cc: S

Subject: Village Underground 6AM License

Hi, C:

Just wanted to mentioned that, in light of the proposed later license, that I have never experienced any troubles
living locally to the venue and closing later on a Friday and Saturday to 6am would be nothing short of a net
positive for the community.

Kind Regards,




Sanaria Hussain
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Sent: anuary .

To: Licensing
Subject: Village Underground - License Application Support
Dear Sir / Madam,

I'm writing in full support of the licensing application Village UndergrounJ, 54 Holywell Ln, London EC2A
3PQ have made to extend their operating hours. I find all aspects of the application to be reasonable and of
positive impact to the local community.

DICE is a technology company founded in the borough of Hackney where we employ fifty full-time staff and
fifteen part-time staff members. These jobs exist solely because of the rich cultural life in the borough, which
has been a prime mover in driving tech investment and jobs in Hackney.

I have dealt with the operators for many years and found them to be conscientious, responsible, community
minded. They’re a deeply professional organisation who’s track record speaks for itself.

Yours Sincerel




Sanaria Hussain

From:
Sent: H

To: Licensing
Cc: '
Subject: Village Underground application for extended license

Dear Hackney Council,

| am writing in support of the application being made by Village Underground to extend their trading license on Friday
and Saturday nights from 4am to 6am.

| have been a resident of Hackney for 11 years, first as a renter in Shoreditch/Haggerston area and now as a home
owner in the Stoke Newington/Clapton area. In that time | have seen dramatic changes to Hackney and, in particular, to
Shoreditch. As regular attendees at live music events, my partner and | have been disappointed to see the closure of so
many good live music and late night venues in Shoreditch which has coincided with the proliferation of high-end
restaurants, many of them chain or franchise restaurants. For the residents of Hackney that are interested in live music
and late night entertainment — and we are numerous — it feels as if good music venues are becoming fewer and further
between. Village Underground is a notable exception.

VU is, without doubt, one of the best venues in London for live music. It is one of the few venues left in Hackney that is
big enough to still attract large international acts. My partner and | are particularly fond of the diversity of acts that
perform at VU which includes folk, rock music, world music, jazz, and boundary-pushing, progressive electronic

acts. They even provide drawing classes which my 70 year old mother has attended when she has been visiting
London. It is precisely the sort of inclusive venue that encapsulates the diversity of Hackney itself. It would be an
enormous loss to Hackney — both culturally and economically — if large, international acts had to perform elsewhere
because VU wasn’t able to offer the sort of late night license that other venues in London offer.

Although we normally attend rock music acts at VU, a group of friends and | recently celebrated my 40" birthday at VU
to see electronic acts Octave One and Dave Clarke perform. We were thoroughly impressed by the professionalism of
the VU staff and the smooth running of the venue even at 4am when the crowd was dispersing. Their interest in crowd
safety was exemplified in many ways including the sale of specially designed ear plugs for hearing protection. We were
also pleased with the friendliness of the crowd who were like-minded people interested in progressive, interesting,
cutting-edge electronic music. VU attracts the sort of culturally-aware people that are interested in specific types of
music and the arts, as opposed to venues which attract people who just want to get wasted. This in turn means that
people leaving VU late at night are still in a state to be respectful of neighbouring properties and businesses.

Having also lived in Australia and ireland and observed the public debate over licensing hours, | am convinced that the
best practice is to have crowds disperse naturally rather than having a set time {be it 2am or 4am) at which everyone
has to leave. There is a lesser impact on the local area if people leave naturally throughout the night rather than leaving
en masse. Block departures of crowds puts a strain on transport facilities which at 4am only includes taxis so people are
left somewhat stranded in the area. At 6am the trains and tube are running again. By 6am a lot of people will have
already decided to leave of their own accord so you have far fewer people leave at once than if a venue closes at 4am.

[ am aware that VU’s application includes reducing their hours of opening mid-week. As a professional working in the

city that enjoys late night entertainment on the weekends, it is vastly preferable to have businesses operating shorter

hours during the week and longer hours at the weekend. Everyone | know that lives in Hackney feels the same

way. Professionals that live in Hackney don’t want to be out until 2am on a Monday or Tuesday but we do, for time to
time, want to be able to have a late night on a Friday or Saturday and see world class artists perform.

1
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From:

Sent: LI Janidaly culo 1U.10

To: Licensing

Cc: c:ch:@uulmdgrﬂrnund cosnle
Subject: Village Underground license application
Dear licensing,

[ would like to submit a letter to support to the license application request for the Village Underground to have
2 extra trading hours on Friday and Saturday nights.

Having worked with the team over there before, I fully believe in their capability to provide a professional
service which will not be a public nuisance.

The venue itself is a fantastic venue with such an amazing world class programme, a real asset to the local
Shoreditch community and London as a whole. They have volunteered to reduce their overall net working
hours to support their efforts.

I hope this email gets read and is supported,

Kindest regards,




Sanaria Hussain
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From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 1753
To: Licensing
Cc:
Subject: Village Underground - new licence application

As a Hackney Resident | would like to take a mo to support Village Underground’s new licence application.

Village Underground provides unique and exciting space for live music and arts and brings vibrant events to our
borough. A move that makes them more financially sustainable in these challenging economic times is to be
supported.

| am confident that their professional approach will minimise any disruption that could potentially be caused by the
proposed change.

The proposed 6am end for events seems to me to be if anything a chance to minimise disturbance to the local
community — it's a time when more people are about, and transport is running .

All best,

inator

o
o
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Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 20:57

To: Licensing

Ca

Subject: Licensing Village Underground
Hello

I'm a Hackney resident (address .Allantic House, E2 8HH) and am writing in support of Village Underground’s
application to extend its licence {o 6am on Friday and Saturday

| regularly visit Village Underground for art and music events. It has a world-class reputation for providing a platform for
cutting-edge live music and the arts, it brings much {o Shoreditch, Hackney and London alike.

6am seems a far better time to ask customers to leave than 4am - fransport is fully running and ambient noise levels are
much higher.

VU has volunteered a reduction in hours during weekdays, which is positive. It reduces the risk of public nuisance, crime
or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the week. This is important for professionals like me who live and work in
the area.

| have not experienced any public nuisance, crime or discrder from VU's operations at any time and | wholly support the
application.

Kind regards

Sent from my iPhone



Sanaria Hussain

T
From: ]
Sent: 29 January 2018 10:17
To: ]
Subject: Later license application Village Underground

Dear Whom it may concern,
I am writing regarding the later license application from Village Underground.

As Hackney changes, it is absolutely crucial that venues like Village Underground can stay open, in order to
provide the area with the important cuitural and musical events that bring Shoreditch it’s worldwide reputation
as a cultural hub. without venues such as these - Shoreditch, Hackney and indeed London would lose a big part
of their charm.

A later license on the weekend will reduce overall the risk of public nuisance and disorder, as customers will
leave steadily throughout the night, instead of in a large group at 4am. The voluntary reduction in hours on
weeknights will also reduce disorder for the local area.

As a regular customer of Village Underground, I have never experienced any disorder or nuisance for the local
area. A few years ago I attended an event there that was on a Temporary Event Notice, and ran until around
7am, when myself and the remaining few party goers left peacefully in the moring sun, to join the daytime
Shoreditch punters.

I would like to say that as a Hackney resident, I fully support this application from Village Underground, and [
hope that Hackney Council can too.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Best,




Sanaria Hussain

From: - ]

Sent: 29 January 2018 10:20

To: _—
Subject: Later license application Village Underground
Hi guys,

Its Ben here from UTA in London.

| am a music agent representing live and electronic music artists such as; Ekali, Matthew Herbert, The Orb, Hayden
James, Erick Morillo, Roger Sanchez, 808 State, NAATIONS, John Gibbons, Big Boi, Kevin Garrett, Jarami and Hot Dub
Time Machine. '

| have visited Village Underground countless times in recent years, both as a punter and as a music agent (with clients),
and | fully support their application for an additional two hours trading on Friday and Saturday nights, from 4am to 6am.

Village Underground is a very important venue, not just for my clients, but for the London music scene in general. This
extension will allow the venue to continue operating to the best of its ability booking high level talent, and will also
provide many other benefits (improved transport options therefore increased safety for guests leaving the venue at
6am being a very good example).

Thanks so much for listening to me.

With kind regards,

1nication within the meaning of the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 USC 2510, and its
ige. This commurication may contain confidential and priviteged material for the sole use of the
5 not constiture a loss of the confidentlal or privileged nature of the communication. Any review
nt please contact the sender by return electronic mail and delete all copies of this




E_?_Llaria Hussain

rrom: I

e ey e e s e
Sent; 29 January 2018 10:23
Subject: Fwd: amy

| am a Hackney resident and writing to you in support of Village Underground's new LATER LICENSE
APPLICATION for an extra two hours trading on Friday and Saturday nights, from 4am to 6am,

I am regularly going to events at Village Underground and it is one of my favorite venues in London. It Is extremely professionally run
and in all the years | have visited it | have never encountered any trouble. Staff & Security working there are competent and courteous
and everything is very well organised with the aim of keeping people save.

The venue has the ideal size and location for the type of events they put on and the space inside is simply beautiful. | love the fact that
it's near me like 50 many other brilliant venues in Hackney which are an asset o the borough in my opinion.

They are also doing important work for the local community by putting on free events such as interactive art
workshops for kids which { have attended in the past with my children (see photo form the Hackney Gazette
below of my daughter taking part in such an event).

The type of people who attend parties on the weekend are individuals that are in it purely for the music and not
rowdy kids who get drunk and cause trouble.

Also the venue is not really situated in a residential street. I think that people who choose to live in that area
know about it's famous night time economy and embrace it and not people who want a quiet live. For me the
abundance of things to do and see in Hackney make it the best & most interesting place in London to live and
that includes it's many restaurants, bars and all night clubs. And precisely for that reason many tourists also
choose to visit it, which helps it's economy. Therefore it makes no sense for Hackney Council to try and cut
venue's licenses.

Village Underground has a fantastic reputation for providing a platform for cutting-edge live music and the arts and puts

on world class artists. If they are forced to close their doors at 4 am they will be unable to compete with other venues in London in this
cut-throat markel and eventually be unable to attract the biggest names in the world music scene to play there. It simply is not viable to
run a venue with a time restriction of this sort on Friday & Saturday nights. Not only that but it will be more difficult for their clients to
make their way home in the middle of the night and that will put people off going there. Also rather than going straight home when the
club finishes at 6 am because people will be very tired after a long night out, if it finishes at 4 am instead people will be more likely to
wander around, looking for something else to go to rather than calling it a night and by deing that cause more disruption to residents.
And with most public transport running fully after 6 am, at 4 am people are more likely to call & wait for a {axi because at that time it's
more difficult to get home and this causes more noise and traffic congestion.

The fact that Village Underground has volunteered to reduce it's opening hours during weekdays is positive as it will reduce the risk of
public nuisance, crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the week when people need to work.



Sanaria Hussain

Sent: L JGIUGI Y LULY i\.Jo
To:

Subject:

Dear Sir/ Madam,

| am writing to you in support of Village Undergrounds application to increase their licensing hours by two hours on Friday and
Saturday.

Since opening, Village Underground has proved itself to be a culting-edge, carefully managed venue. It is an important part of London's
cultural offer to the creative industries - providing a space for ground breaking music and art events with a commitment to putting on
events that make a difference to the culture of London.

It stands out as exactly the kind of venue that the mayor of London is committed to supporting as it draws in visitors and creates forums
for the arts to thrive in.

As someone who lives between 2 music venues in Hackney and who has previously lived above a music venue
in Shoreditch, I have full sympathy with local residents. For me, earlier closing times during the week are much
more preferable to earlier closing times at weekends so [ think Village Underground proposal is an excellent
idea.

As well as this, 6am closing times at weekends means that attendees can catch public transport and this will
encourage participation of ordinary Londoners in the venue's well run, inclusive events.

Having recenlly attended events at the venue, | found the staff to be thorough, respectiul and effective and the type of evenis held at
the venue has never in my experience attracted a disrespectful crowd.

I would also like to add that inventive endeavours such as the Village Undergound venue are what attracted
creative industries to Shoreditch in the first place and if we don't allow such projects a degree of flexibility, we
may loose the cultural character of the area which attracts industry and enriches Londoners' experience of their
own city.

Best regards,



Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 10:33

To: Licensing

Subject: Later license application Village Underground

Dear Hackney Council Licensing Department
I am writing in with support for the license application/amendments proposed by the venue Village
Underground.

I am a long standing resident of Hackney (15 years), I am a licensee with Hackney Council, and I am director
of 2 companies that work in the arts in the London Borough Hackney, hosting and organising community
events and dances (most notably at the Round Chapel).

Having lived through, and perhaps even contributed to, the massive boom over the last decade in the popularity
of the borough for the night time economy and the subsequent and linked rise in demand for housing, I can see
a massive case here for implementing principles of agent of change in granting the venue longer licensing hours
at the weekend. Having attended and been involved in organising many events at the venue, [ can attest to their
professionalism, and have never experienced any crime or disorder. | am proud that the London Borough of
Hackney is internationally renowned for its Arts and Culture, and long may that continue and be supported.

Yours Sincerely




Sanaria Hussain

IR
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 10:37
To: Licensing
Cc '
Subject: Village Underground license application

To the licencing officer,

'm writing regarding the Village Underground license application. | support their request for extending
weekend opening.

I think that handing back midweek hours is disproportionately favourable - this shows consideration to those
in the area. Village Underground brings much to the area and is an excellent venue for a range of event types.
This will enhance their reputation and benefit to the surrounding area. Later opening hours will improve the
range of transport options for those leaving, meaning they can exit the area more quickly.

| have attended events there and when | lived towards the top of Commercial Street for several years | never
saw any problems.

Yours,
Michael Walsh
ES



Sanaria Hugsain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 1041

To: Licensing

Cc

Subject: Village Underground support

Dear Sir/ Madam,

| am resident of borough Hackney and would like to send my tota! support on the extension of the opening times of
Village Underground (54 Holywell Ln, London EC2A 3PQ) with regards to their new license application. The venue has
been taking great part of shaping and hosting many of the so important events and live concerts in borough of Hackney.
These are not just vital for the local residents but brings equal amount of visitors and business into the neighbourhood. [
have attended many events in the past, during day and also during the night. | have never encountered any negative or
unpleasant behaviour from visitors or staff inside or outside the venue. These extra two hours of opening time {from
4am to 6am closing time) would enable for visitors to catch better public transportation links on the home journey, and
also a much more safer time to leave the venue.

The venue has been always very professicnal in approach with their customers and made our stay always very pleasant
from arrival to departure.

If you require any further details, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,

v



Sanaria Hussain

From: ]

Sent: 29 January 2018 13:57

To:

Subject: Later license application Village Underground
Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to you in order to lodge my full support of Village Underground's recent application for a late
license.

I do not live in Hackney, but have been lucky enough as a small business owner and independent artist to work
with this outstanding venue on a number of occasions; witnessing first hand the incredible work that they do to
support and promote not only those such as myself, but enrich the lives of the wider population of London and
beyond. My large scale life drawing events are only a tiny part of the hugely diverse range of arts and live
music that VU brings to the area and [ am honoured to contribute to their programme.

Their application for a later license is not only clearly necessary to ensure the continuation of the remarkable
service that they provide, but also a common sense decision to make. The safety of it's visitors upon leaving the
venue is surely greatly enhanced by the later hour; not only will public transport be fully operational, but light
will be brighter. Given the increased amount of road/train/local business/pedestrian activity at this time, any
noise generated at 6am would be notably less disruptive than at 4am. Even regardless of this, having worked
with the team at VU (and having worked with less efficient venues too) [ know full well that their management
and security team are perfectly well equipped to ensure that no incidences of crime or public nuisance occur as
a result of the proposed change.

In a time during which we have seen sustained, uncompromising cuts to the creative industry, it is imperative

that institutions such as Village Underground can continue to thrive and bring their world class programme of
music and art to all. If this small, considered, change is what is needed to ensure this, then I urge you to make
the common sense choice and grant them the license change.

Kind Regards,




Sanaria Hussain

A ]
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 14:02
To: Licensing
Cc:
Subject: Fwd: Village Underground Letter

Licensing and Trading Standards
London Borough of Hackney
Hackney Service Centre

1 Hillman Street

E8 1DY
29 January 2018
Club Mexicana
Wick Lane
London
E3 2TB
Dear Sir / Madam,

RE: Village Underground Premises Licence Extension

| am writing to offer the support of myself and my company, Club Mexicana to the late licence application by Village Underground (lo extend
their licence to 6am closing time on Sunday mornings). The activities of Village Underground are beneficial to Club Mexicana. As set out in this
letter, we consider that this licence extension will help their business, and in turn ours, and will also likely reduce any potential nuisance, crime
and disorder that may be associated with venues such as this.

Club Mexicana is a sireet foad trader, just metres away from Village Underground at Dinerama on Great Eastemn Street.

The institution of Village Underground directiy benefits our business. We regulary have customers coming to our establishment from abroad or
from outside of the area who have come to Landon solely to attend one of the events put on at Village Underground. When a major event is on,
there is a noticeable increase in footfall, reservations and consequentially our business. The change to the licence will allow the venue {0
continue to put on world class events, drawing in tourists who might otherwise go elsewhere {to other venues in London or in competing cities
such as Paris, Berlin or Amsterdam). As a small but growing business, these effects can have a significant impact on our bottom line, ensuring
that we can survive in an area facing ever-increasing rent.

In relation to the impact that this licence extension will have, it will likely reduce any crime, disorder or nuisance caused (o sumounding
businesses although in the experience of Club Mexicana, this has been minimal if anything. By 6am, most transport links in the area are
running full services. This means that attendees at these events will be able to easily and efficiently make their way home withoul having to
wait around for reduced night services at exposed bus stops (which often attiracts epportunistic crime).

Crime and incidents of public disorder are reduced in daylight hours so extending the ficence until 6am would have a positive impact and
provide greater salety to those attending such events as they will be able to make their way home in the light.

Recently, Londan has been taking steps to support the night time economy. Sadiq Khan has expressed his support by appointing London’s first
‘Night Czar', Amy Lamé and investment in the ‘night tube’ is evidence of this proactive approach.

Qur business directly benefits from the vibrant arls and music culture that continues 1o thrive throughout Hackney. The award of a Hackney
Arts Cenlre licence to Village Underground was one of many examples of such support the council provides to businesses in the area and
highlights Hackney as a leading light in London and across the rest of the UK,

In summary, we, Club Mexicana, hope that you will grant this late licence extension, providing an oppertunity for Village Underground to further
contribute to the success and economy of the Boraugh of Hackney.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.

Yours faithfully,



Sanaria Hussain

- L
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 14:09
To: Licensing
Ce: _ _
Subject: Village Underground License application
Dear Hackney Council,

Please don’t allow village underground to become another of London’s cultural institutions forced to close
because of extortionate rental rates and limited operation hours. Some of the biggest reasons people are drawn
to live in this area are because it has so much to offer creatively, culturally and musically. Village Underground
is one of the biggest assets to this area bringing together a diverse programme of theatre, live & electronic
music.

I live at! cheshire st and regularly will pass by village underground on my way home. [ have never
encountefed any noise issues or disruption from it. I think the staff at village underground run one of the
slickest operations of London’s clubs and do so with the least amount of disruption possible to residents in the
areas.

If anything, extending village underground’s license hours on a Friday and Saturday will decrease disruption in
shoreditch, if they close early you have multiple venues closing at a similar time causing more traffic and noise
pollution on the streets from the egress. Allowing it to stay open till 6am will create a smoother egress solution
with people likely filtering out from 4am onwards instead of all at once. It also means people will be more
likely to take public transport home rather then causing a disruption to traffic with so many cabs outside the
venue.

London is slowly becoming a cultural cript with more and more unaffordable high rise flats being built on top
of their foundations. Nobody would buy the flats in these areas if they weren’t “cool, vibesy” places to live but
these areas would not be cool or vibesey if we have nothing to offer culturally.

Yours Sincerely,




Sanaria Hussain

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

29 January 2018 14:18
Village Underground - License

Dear Hackney Council,

I just want to email you saying Village Underground have my full support for extending their license. They are
a brilliant venue who add so much to the local community. The venue is run impeccably and they have my full
support.

I've been working in Shoreditch / Hoxton for 4/5 years now and I live locally in Bethnal Green.

I've cc'd my work email address if you'd like any more information.

Kind regards,




Sanaria Hussain

RSk —
From: ]

Sent: 29 January 2018 14:21

To: Licensing

Cc: L |
Subject: Extend it to 6AM !

Hello,

This makes sense. Village Underground is an excellent venue and one that is important to all of us gig-goers
and live music lovers. They always have amazing acts and the 6am license would be great.

Transport alone would be amazing, to be able to hop on a train or a bus after the club would be so handy, rather
than waiting outside for (up to an hour and a half anyway) for a cab. This way people will be gone straight
away afterwards.

6AM License all-the-way.



Sanaria Hussain

From:
Sent: :

To: Licensing
Cc
Subject: Village Underground - License Application Support

Dear Sir/ Madam,

I'm writing in full support of the licensing application Village Underground, 34 Holywell Ln, London EC2A 3PO have made to extend their
weekend operating hours, and reduce their weekday opening hours. | find all aspects of the application to be extremely reasonable and of
huge positive impact to the local community.

DICE is a music and technology company founded in the borough of Hackney where we employ over sixty full time staff members. These
jobs exist solely because of the rich cultural life in the borough, which has been a prime mover in driving tech investment and jobs in
Hackney.

I have dealt with the operators for many years, through DICE and previously as a venue operator in Shoreditch myself, and have found them
to be extremely responsible and community minded. They're a deeply professional organisation who’s track record speaks for itself.

Many thanks,




Sanaria Hussain

L

From: ]
Sent: 29 January 2018 14:51

To:

Subject: Village Underground application

Good afternoon,
I refer to the recent application for changes requested to the licence of Village Underground club in Shoreditch.

I am a local resident (Victoria Chambers on Luke Street EC2A) and [ approve of these changes for the
following reasons:

The extension for Friday and Saturday evenings from 4am to 6am will prevent the Streets around the area being
more staggered, with much more accessible bus and tube routes starting in the moming. This will reduce the

number of private hire vehicles picking up patrons, making the streets less polluted.

The Village Underground has established itself as a world class venue for artists across the globe. To encourage
this prestige, they should be allowed the flexibility to encourage better acts to continue this.

Reducing the hours during the week would also be a benefit as the streets would be quieter earlier (midnight
instead of 2am) which is a great compromise on their behalf to recognise the vision they have of bigger acts at
the weekend.

I hope you take my letter into consideration when reviewing their application.

Regards,

Resident of Shoreditch



Sanaria Hussain

R —— . —
From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 14:56
To: i i
Cc:
Subject: Village underground trading hours

Dear Sir or Madame,

I'm writing to express my support for an alteration in operating hours for Village Underground.. a world class music and
arts centre that is well treasured across hackney and the uk in general, and somewhere | travel to often from across
london. A change in operating hours would make it possible to leave the venue at 6am when transport links are much
better. Itis also generally a safer time to travel. The reduction in mid week hours would reduce public nuisance at a
potentially more problematic time. | know that the lovely staff at village underground are more than capable of operating
under the proposed changes in a professional manner and | hope you support their application

Thank you,



Sanaria Hussain

_ .
From: |
Sent: 29 January 2018 15:02
To: Licensing
Ce:
Subject: Village Underground license application

To whom it may concern,

My name is -nd I have been a Hackney resident for the last 4 years. | am writing to give my
support to Village Underground as they are applying for a new license.

I have been attending the venue for a few years now and it has become a great place for incredible music and
arts events and indispensable for the great culture of East London! I have never had any issues on the venue and
think the management team are very efficient.

I personally think adding two extra hours to weekend nights ( from 4am to 6am ) would allow people to get
home easier and safer. The sun will be out and although the night tube is running, it doesn't really cover many
areas of London! So I would definitely support their initiative.

Hope this email is taken into consideration,

Thanks




Sanaria Hussain

E R ——— - ]
From: e

Sent: 29 January 2018 15:.03

To: Licensin

Ce: ]

Subject: Village Underground license application

Dear Hackney Council,

| am emailing to say | am a massive fan of the Village Underground venue. It deserves to continue to
be a part of Hackney's culture.

| am in favour of the Village Underground License change.

6am is a better and safer time to leave a venue than 4am. All transport links are running, it isn't as
dark, or an dangerous issue travelling home after a night out.

All the best,




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 15:05

To: Licensin

Cc:

Subject: Village underground application

I am writing, as a long term resident in this area to support the current application for a change in licensing times, on the
realistic grounds that this will in fact reduce the level of late night / early morning disturbance to residents , as it will
contain more people within the VU premises , rather than them being an the streets at these times.

This looks like the best option and will help support and sustain the cultural vitality of Dalston

Adam Hart
ElBriohton Rd N16

-.rtex Foundation

Sent from my iPad



Sanaria Hussain

M ——— -]
From:
Sent: 29 January ZU18 15:.Ub
To: licensing
Ce: I
Subject: Village Underground license application

Dear Hackney Council,
I'm writing to you in support of the Village Underground's proposed new license.

I live in Bethnal Green and work directly next to Old Street station. Every day, I walk to work and pass
the Village Underground - a place where I have thoroughly enjoying seeing live music over the past few
years. Village Underground works incredibly hard to bring in a selection of world-class music and art, in
turn supporting the local economies by boosting money spent in the local area. There request to extend
their trading hours on Friday and Saturday evenings from 4am to 6am ensures that all attendees can get
home safely via public transport, and at a time where noise is less disruptive. At the same time, they're
looking to return hours on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings.

Since living and working in the area, I haven't experienced any sorts of public nuisance, crime or
disruption from the Village Underground. If anything, they've always been a wonderfully helpful team who
truly care about their event attendees as well as the space around them.

I'd be thoroughly grateful if you'd consider my opinion in your discussions,

All the best,



To the Hackney Council and Team:

I hope that this letter finds you well. In making decisions for why a certain establishment should
be allowed to extend their hours could potentially seem like an easy answer, and that would
almost always be a ‘no’.

It’s quite difficult to see the positives that it may bring — night + club + later hours, how can this
potentially be a positive?

However, as a person who'’s been working in the nightlife scene for over 14 years (closer to 15
now!) and only being 29 years old, owning my own club at the age of 21, working as the head of
my department in the #3 club in the world at the moment (ZOUK), I understand how it is
working behind-the-scenes, and what kind of heart, dedication, passion, grit, love, sweat, tears
and everything else in-between that is necessary to build something and make something
thrive, that will not just cash-in on what’s-new, but will and can effectively inspire, move,
push the barriers, and most importantly, create a community.

To sell drinks, that’s just one small part of the equation. You are selling an idea, an aspiration, a
feeling, a movement. There are drinks everywhere, just around the corner at an off-license.
The continuation of a vibe, of the night - it carries on (just like when you're on a roll for
watching your favourite TV series, reading an amazing book, or speaking to your friends or best
friends) and you don’t quite want that to end just yet.

Village Underground is a cultural space and it does need support. The vibrancy of Hackney is
supported by other communities who seek to further connect people and visitors alike. It isn't
simply just a club where you get wasted and listen to loud music {speaking of loud music, there
has been no issues with music noise getting to the neighbourst}, it’s a place seeking to make
experiences, to make it more colourful and magical.

To address potential & obvious unavoidable issues, we could work together on making sure that
the neighboring areas will continue to have their peace, as well as ensure that we will keep the
area safe and clean. Let’s work together on anticipating potential challenges. Reducing the hours
on weekdays will also help to reduce any possible problems on crucial days for the community as
well.

Seeking for your understanding in the request and we are hoping that you keep the spirit alive as

well work hand-in-hand in making Hackney an even more outstanding cultural hub and go-to
for amazing moments.

All the best,



Sanaria Hussain

From: - ]
Sent: 29 January 2018 15:13

To: Licensing

Cc: i

Subject: Village Underground license

To whom it may concern,
I am a hackney resident and am born and raised in London. I am also creative director of The Curtain Hotel.

Village underground is a very important part of my and our culture we need and have to support institution like the
village underground that give an amazing platform to all kinds of artists. Place like village underground are why hackney
and the surrounding area are cultural hubs that the world come and visit.

As a youth growing up and battling to get home 6am is much better than 4am. My first train home would always be
around 6 and this would give me a safe warm place to stay rather than waiting outside a train station or on a bench
somewhetre. This will also keep noise levels down in the streets therefore not disturbing local residents.

Please Hackney council gibe the license they deserve.




Sanaria Hussain

S ——
From: 1

Sent: 29 January 2018 15:27

To: Licensing

ce ]
Subject: Village Underground license application
Dear Sir/Madam,

Re. Village Underground license application

[ write in support of Village Underground’s license application as a long time Hackney resident living in
Homerton and previously in Hoxton. My friends and I have been going to Village Underground for years
because it is by far the best venue in Hackney for world class electronic music and great atmosphere.

The professionalism of staff is second to none - inside the venue and when exiting it at the end of a night. They
keep an eye on everyone, move people swiftly on from the entrance to the venue and keep noise to a minimum.
I’d also say it’s particularly good for women as the staff is so tuned in to the crowd to ensure everyone has a
good time and feels safe. I've commended VU'’s security staff on this several times before and I think it’s worth
saying to you, too.

Whenever friends from other countries come to London, I always take them to VU. It has an international
reputation (have a look at the variety of nationalities who talk about VU on social media and express a desire to
visit!) It is a true asset to our borough and a pull for visitors.

I understand from VU’s literature about the licensing application that they will reduce their weekday hours in
return for extending weekend hours. This seems very reasonable. In most European cities, late night music
venues are open to 6am at the weekend and often hours beyond that! The 6am finish is a big pull for VU and
for those of us who love to dance and listen to great music at the weekends, and for visitors to the borough, too.
It’s far easier to access public transport at 6am, too, on exiting the venue.

VU is a venue that is true to the spirit of Shoreditch - a creative, multi purpose space for arts, music and culture.
It is a joyful and safe place and I fully support the licensing application for extended opening hours on Fridays
and Saturdays.

Yours sincerely



Sanaria Hussain

— e i ——— ]
From: -
Sent: 29 January 2018 15:27
To: Licensing
Cc: .
Subject: Village Underground Licensing Application

Sir/ Madam,
I'm writing to express my support for Village Underground's proposed shift in trading hours.

During my time in London, I've been fortunate to have been able to attend a rich and varied range of events at
the venue. In all cases, the professional manner in which the staff conduct themselves, excellent quality sound
and unique, high quality architecture have contributed to an experience that I've been only too happy to
recommend.

As with all venues that act as a hub for our world-famous arts and cultural scene here in London, transport can
be an issue late at night, and I'm sure I'm not alone in suggesting that a later closing time - to the early morning
- would allow more of us to be able to access public transport quicker and easier.

The venue is a jewel, and puts on some genuinely progessive events, in a safe, professional, high quality space.
Through my experience of the venue - as both an attendee and resident of the Borough of Hackney - I'm
confident that the proposed shift in operational hours will positively impact on the venue's ability to continue to
put on high-quality shows and have a positive relationship with it's neighbours.

Sincerely,




Sanaria Hussain

I
From:
Sent: 26 January 2018 12:28
To: Sanaria Hussain
Subject: FW: Village Underground late license support
Attachments: Nelly Ben Hayoun VU Letter .pdf

| |

rrom: [V

Sent: 26 January 2018 11:45
To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: Village Underground late license support

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am reaching out to you to express my utmaost support for granting Village Underground extended license
on the weekends.

Please find the letter of my support attached.

In case you might have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me.

Best Regards,

Nelly Ben Hayoun Studios




Licensing and Trading Standards

London Borough of Hackney

Hackney Service Ceﬁﬁlre : !
1 Hillman Street

E8 1DY

Thursday 23rd January 2018
To Whom it May Concern,

I am writing with regard to the recent application by Village Underground to extend
their license to 6 AM on the weekends and | would like to express my utmost support
for granting the venue such license.

| have lived in Hackney for the past five years and over that period | have embraced
it's unique cultural life and youth culture. | wholeheartedly believe that Village
Underground has been one of the most important contributors to the artistic and
cultural life of the area.

The venue has a world class reputation for providing a platform for cutting edge live
music and the arts. | have personally atiended a myriad of events there, and even
spoken at Convergence 2017, the annual 6-day conference that instigates dialogue
around performance, culture technology. Whilst working with the team, and attending
other events hosted by Village Underground | have been able to observe how
experienced and professional their team is and | have absolutely no doubt that this
means the best and safest conditions for any type of event during their usual hours
and later hours under Temporary Event Notices.] am certain that the management
team can be absolutely relied upon to ensure no public nuisance, crime or disorder
will be caused by the proposed change in hours.

Moreover, | believe that 6am is a much better time to ask customers to leave than
4am. Residents are less likely to be disturbed at 6am than 4am because transport is
fully running and ambient noise levels are much higher. | am also aware that Village
Underground has volunteered to reduce their hours during weekdays which reduces
the risk of public nuisance, crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the
week.

Nelly Ben Hayoun Studios Ltd. JJ|chatsworth Road, London €5 o_
Number : SN



Sanaria Hussain

AR

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 15:29

To: - -

cc ]
Subject: Village Underground (VU) License Application

To Whom it may concern

1 live in Hackney {N16 7TY) and am a regular visitor of Hackney’s live music venues and VU in particular. For me the
cultural variety in Hackney is one of the reasons for living here and | support initiatives to maintain and improve the
situation. This makes a difference not only for Hackney but London too.

it is not always easy to find a balance considering commercial needs and cultural objectives and sometimes a small
change can make running a venue much easier and in public interest more successful. | see the current licence
application submitted by VU {2 extra hours on Fr/Sat by reducing the opening hours between Tue and Thu) as an
attempt to achieve this. Commercial nights on the weekends can cross fund more art related cutting edge events which
are often loss making. It should also be possible to have 2 event s on weekends without compromising the quality.

Closing earlier during the week and extending the weekend nights to 6 am should reduce noise levels in the early
morning hours between 12 and 6. Public transport will be available making getting home not only more affordable but
also more sustainable.

My experience with the venue is very positive. The management is reliable and always focussed on creating an
environment ensuring that public nuisance, crime or disorder will not be caused by the proposed change. | personally
never experienced any problems with public nuisance, disorder or crime related to VU even when events were being
organised based on temporary licences.

| fully support the current application and would appreciate if the requested adjustments could be granted.

Thank you very much.

Kind regards




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 16:37

To: Licensing

Ce: .
Subject: Re Village Underground Licence Application

Dear Licensing Officer,

| am writing in support of Village Undergrounds Licensing Application. | work for Hackney Council as Weekend Customer
Service Assistant in the Library Service.

Village Underground is a great venue and is an asset to the borough.

[ support the application to extend the close time from 4 until 6 at weekends because | feel like it will make travelling
home from the venue easier and safer for women such as myself, as there are far more transport options at 6 than there
are at4.

Village Underground is a safe and friendly venue, the people who work there are incredibly professional and the venue
brings much to the cuitural landscape of Hackney.

As such | would ask you to support Village Undergrounds Licence application. It is my opinion that the proposed changes
to licensing hours will positively impact on the local community as well as the venue itself.

Kind regards,

e

Sent from my Huawei Mobile



R

30th January 2018

Resident Advisor .

To whom it may concern,

I understand that Village Underground have applied for a variation to their licence and | am writing on
behalf of Resident Advisor, a company embedded in the local area and music industry, in support of the
license changes.

Village Underground represent an essential part of our night time and creative industries within East
London. Their reputation as an artistic platform and event space is well recognised due to their dedication
to the creative arts and the Shoreditch area. The diverse nature of the premises allows for a wide variety of
cultural events, exhibitions and opportunities to be supported by a professional and dedicated team. VU's
partnership with Trans Europe Halles (TEH) displays it’s expertise and their sustainable business practice
as a cultural representative for London across Europe.

In alignment with the Licensing Act 2003, | trust that Village Underground are well equipped to continue
the enforcement with the four licensing objectives. | am confident in the managements reliability and skill
to ensure the Prevention of Crime and Disorder through the CCTV, venue regulations and professional
ability of the entire Village Underground team. Alongside their known capability, Village Underground have
proposed a total reduction in operating hours which will help to moderate the opportunity for Crime and
Disorder at what could be more sensitive hours of the week.

Additionally, the proposed change ultimately reduces the risk of Public Nuisance due to the reduction in
total active hours of the venue. A 4am closing time is generally more antisocial due to the lack of options
for transportation and consequently less ambient noise to help reduce disturbance. The current closing
time can also be attributed to larger groups leaving Village Underground at the same time, rather than as a
more filtered exit process across the early morming hours, The proposed extension of 6am closing time
combats these issues and goes hand in hand with the total reduction of hours across their weekly
operations.

Village Underground are deeply rooted in their local area; their business structure relies on the
communication and discussion between themselves, residents and stakeholders. Their attitude for
engaging the local area illustrates their responsibility in operating and as a central peint for the Shoreditch
and the wider East London. This helps to further demonstrate their value in enforcing all four main
licensing objectives as part of the 2003 Act, but also their competence as a creative hub and active
business in London.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,




Sanaria Hussain

rro

Sent: 30 January 2018 14:39

To: Licensing

Subject: Later license application Village Underground
Hi

As a resident of Hackney and also an events organiser / music promoter at various venues across the Borough of
Hackney, id like to express my support for Village Underground's later license application.

Its a fantastic venue that we use on a regular basis and one that has hosted some incredible artists, many of whom have
gone on to become house hold names.

The later license will enable the venuse to help increase much needed bar revenue that helps reduce the venue hire and
costs passed on to promoters, which then ultimately means potential increases in ticket prices, that then unfairly always
get passed on to the customers.

The Village Underground has always been professionally run and | have 100% confidence that they would manage the
late license without issue and cause for concern to the surrounding area.

The venue is important for creativity and an important platform for musicians and artists, so | think should be supported
and a later license granted.

Thank you for reading and | do hope for a positive outcome.



Sanaria Hussain

Sent: 53U January Z01ls 15UY

To: Licensing

Ce: ]
Subject: Village Underground license application

To whom it might concern,
I am writing regarding the licence application of Village Underground, art space in Shoreditch.

My name is-am resident in Hackney and [ work and experience Village
Underground's art community since 2014,

I would like to support the new application and the request for the extension of their working hours on Fridays
and Saturdays until 6 AM

as I strongly believe that is safer for punters and employers to get out at that time rather than earlier when
public transport are fully operative,

Village Underground's team and management are highly experienced and the venue is one of the most inspiring
places in London, where people from every culture and age are welcome to experience Art in many forms since
10 years.

I am supporting their choice of working more efficiently with different hours in the weekend and I hope you
will consider my email and the opinion of many other residents in Hackney.

Thanks for your attention.

Kind Regards,




Sanaria Hussain

From: )

Sent: 30 January 2018 10:35

To: Licensin

Subject: Letter of support for Village Underground license application

To Whom It II‘\'Iay Concern, I‘

I'am a longtime Hackney resident in London and an academic at the University of Sussex, and I am writing in
support of Village Underground's application for a new license to trade for two more hours on Friday and
Saturday nights, from 4-6am.

I'have spent time at Village Underground for many different kinds of events since moving to London 7 years
ago, and it has always been a place that I have felt very safe in (as a woman, this is extremely important), and
where I am treated respectfully by professional staff in a welcoming and friendly environment.

The venue has provided us all with an immense amount of international culture through its lineups, and as a
result has been a key centre of the Shoreditch and Hackney community for many years as a highly respected
institution for the arts. Venues like this one are what make London such a special place to live in.

I'have read through the Village Underground proposal, and it is my understanding that by asking for two extra
hours of business on key nights (Fridays and Saturdays), and giving up two hours of business on less busy
nights (Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays) the venue is proposing a reasonable compromise that will allow
them to continue to provide a space for late-night culture while also being respectful to the local community.
Village Underground is well known as a venue that does not cause public disorder, crime or other forms of
nuisance to Hackney locals like myself, and as a result I would like to ensure it is able to expand its revenue in
collaboration with the city so that it can continue to provide safe and world-class arts and cultural events for
visitors from around the world.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter of support, and please get in touch if you have any further
questions about my experiences with Village Underground.

Sincerely,

University of Susssex
Digital Humanities Lab



Sanaria Hussain

- I R I ——
From: -
Sent: 30 January 2018 10:52
To: Licensin
Cc: N
Subject: SUPPORT VILLAGE UNDERGROUND

ur.

Dear Hackney Counc!il,
me is -nd I'm currently living next to shoreditch park in Fla!\trium Apartmenls‘lton Street, N1

ind I'm wniing 10 show my suppart for the later licensing application for Village Underground.

Village Underground has definitely been one of the most important cultural spaces for me since | moved to London 5 years ago,
providing cutting edge events from live music fo club nights and to art events.

This is definitely one of the main reasons why | think this venue is a really valuable asset for the area and for London in general.

Moreover, this extension in licensing ours for Fridays and Saturdays is of vital importance for financial viability of the club. This
is something that shouldn't be underestimated in a period where lots of cultural spaces in the whole city are shutting down
because of the unsustainable costs that London has.

The team of Village Underground is very professienal and I'm sure its staff members can provide what is needed {o ensure no
public nuisance, crime or disorder will be caused by the proposed change in hours.

| really hope this email will be helpful.

Best regards,




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 11:00

To: " "

Cc:

Subject: Village Underground license application

'1

I am writing as a Hackney resident (I live at jillylvester House, Sylvester Road, Hackney, E8 .| and it has
been brought to my attention that Village Underground are applying for a new license. I wish to register my full
support for this project.

Dear Hackney Council liccnsing Department,

Village Underground stands out as one of the most culturally significant music and arts venues of our time in
London with an intemnationally highly regarded eclectic roster of cutting-edge music and arts events. Village
Underground brings much cultural appeal and value to Shoreditch, Hackney and London.

With regard to the terms of the new license agreement, I am in full agreement that 6am is a better time to ask
customers to leave than 4am - transport is fully running and ambient noise levels are much higher.

I am in full agreement with the volunteered reduction in hours during weekdays. This is a net reduction of
hours overall and reduces any risk of public nuisance, crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of
the week.

In my opinion, Village Underground's management team are some of the most experienced in the field and can
be relied upon to ensure that public nuisance, crime or disorder will not be caused by the proposed change.

I hope very much that this new application will go through without obstacles.

Yours sincerely,



Sanaria Hussain

— — . P —
From:
Sent: 3U January 2018 11U/
To: Licensing
Subject: Support for Licence Change for Village Underground
Hi there,

I would like to voice my support for Village Underground and ask you to agree to changing the licensing terms for the

events venue, moving its closing time to 6am rather than 4am. There are economic benefits to this and | fail to see any
complaints arising as this is not a residential area.

Best wishes



Sanaria Hussain

I “
From: ]
Sent: 30 January 2018 11:18
To: Licensing
Subject: Village Underground license application

To whome it may concern i 'I
I have been putting on music and art events in Hackney for decades. I am writing in support of Village Underground's application for
an extended license, as I appreciate how rare a venue like this is.

I work internationally and [ know that Village Underground has a global reputation for music and arts events that is important
for Shoreditch, Hackney, London and the UK. It is one of our internationally recognised cultural centres that should be valued and
protected.

[ understand their application is intended to help them run viably as a business in the face of rising costs in the capital. But they, I
think rightly, also believe that their extended hours will be better for their customers - not least in there being better transport facilities
available for their journey home.

I also think it is noteable that, having put on events and played at the venue many times, as well as visitng the venue for many music
and art events, [ cannot remember ever experiencing anti-social behaviour amongst the audience.

I hope this is a useful submission for you deliberations.



Sanaria Hussain

_ " o ]
From:
Sent: 30 January 2018 11:19
To: i i
Cc:

Subject: Village Undérgrounc_l - Petition - Extra trading hours on Friday and Saturday nights,
from 4am to 6am

1. |

l, , of Jil2ssett Square, London, E8 1' write to you to support the petition from Village Underground ("vU") in
relation to their request to extend trading hours on Friday & Saturday nights from 4am to 6am. | am told that in return, YU will hand
back more hours from Monday to Wednesday from 12 to 2am reducing net hours. This will reduce any risks of public nuisance, crime
or disorder at more sensitive times of the week

Dear Sir/Madam,

| agree that this change in hours will enable VU to continue to nurture, support and present world class live music and art for
residents of Hackney such as myself as well as the thousands of music lovers across london and beyond. VU is such an integral part of
the fabric of Shoreditch and Hackney and even London as a whole. | think it makes sense to have customers leaving at 6am rather
than at 4am as it means transport is back up and fully running and makes sense for Londan as a whole and the aim to make it a 24
hour city like its New York, Parisian and Berlin counterparts.

Having frequented VU many times myself | can attest to the unparalleled level of professionalism and efficiency of the staff and their
ability to handle such extended hours.

Please consider my letter of support and | do hope that you will grant VU's petition to extend trading hours on Friday and Saturday
nights.

Yours Sincerely,

Address: Jl kensington High Street, London, W14 8

“*Confidentality**

The information contained in this e-mail is confidential. may be privileged and is intended solely for the use of the named addressee Access 1o this e-mail by any
ather persan is noi aulhorised. If you are not the intenced recipient, you should not disclose, copy, distiibute. take any aclion of rely on it and you should please
natify the sender by reply Any opnions expressed are not necessarily lhose of the company

We may monilor all incoming and outgoing emails in kne with current legislation. We have taken sleps 1o ensure that this email and attachments are free from any
virus, but il remains your responsibifty to ensure that viruses do nol adversely affect you



.S_amaria Hussain

From:
Sent: 30 January 2018 11:20

To: Licensin
Ce: —

Subject; Village Underground - License Application Endorsement

Good morning, I| | i

It has come to my attention that a well established and highly regarded London arts and music venue are
applying for a new license and would like to endorse this application.

As a lifelong Londoner and Hackney resident for some years I have long considered Village Underground as
the most impressive venue in the capital for a number of reasons.

The scale and variety of performances and artists showcased at the venue on a weekly basis is unmatched,
attracting a huge mix of people from all over the capital as well as further afield. I've often met people from
mainland Europe who have travelled specifically to experience a night at Village Underground.

itis clear to me that Village Underground has been been able to succeed because of the hard work
the staff are putting on behind the scenes.

It is not a coincidence that a visit to Village Underground not only provides world class music but also a safe
and secure environment to experience it in. The staff are clearly working just as hard to make sure they
eradicate any crime and public nuisance problems that can hit other venues. It is worth noting that even when
the club has obtained a TEN license, the level of safety and security has always felt as good as ever, even at
6AM.

On a personal level, it is much easier for me to travel home on the London transport system after a night that
finishes at 6AM, it makes the experience much simpler if I don't have to navigate the night bus network at the
more awkward time of 4AM.

The professionalism and dedication of the team behind the venue leave me in no doubt that the
application for a new license is based upon their belief that a change in licensing hours will improve
the experience of their patrons and further cement it's position as one of the most exciting venues in
Europe, without compromising their crime and safety record in the area.

| sincerely hope the license application is approved for these reasons.

Thanks for listening,




Sanaria Hussain

IR P ]
From:
Sent: sUJanuary ZUls 12:11
To: i i
Cc:
Subject: Village Underground License Application

To whom it may concern, |
Re: the license application for Village Underground

As a former Hackney resident for 15 years, and someone who still spends a good half of my life in the area, [
would like to register my full support of Village Underground's new application to extend their license from
4am - 6am Friday and Saturday.

VU is one of my very favourite venues in London

1) for it's live music and arts programming (always playful, thought-provoking and eclectic) and

2) the team behind it, headed up by the charismatic and kind Auro Foxcroft are a genuine, creative and
community minded bunch.

Their commitment is second to none and I have every faith that they will handle the situation with the greatest
professionalism.

I for one would also prefer the option to leaving the venue at 6am when there are the benefits of public
transport.

Many thanks for your consideration,




Sanaria Hussain

From: W
Sent: X

To: Licensin

s ]

Subject; Village Undérgrounci's License Application

Deall Hackney Council, I

I'm writing in support of Village Underground's new license application. As a venue, it creates a musical link from
Hackney to the entire world. Touring bands play there and as it's such a fantastic place to be. People do indeed travel
globally to see their favourite act there, I've met and chatted with them!

The extra weekend hours they're applying for would help them to no longer be a loss making venue. Customers leaving
at 6am would be less of a strain on local transport links and would allow people to leave more gradually throughout the
night and would create less noise. Their proposed reduction in hours during the week would also help, as punters will be
leaving earlier and will not disrupt sleeping residents nearby.

I have been to this venue many times, I've even appeared in the audience of a band's DVD there (Public Service
Broadcasting). And we often mention it on BBC 6 Music as it's such a great place. I've never experienced any nuisance,
crime or disorder there. The staff are incredibly professional and there's such a great feeling to the place. It's also a
fantastic looking space.

Many thanks,

l!e Ia!c“le ! laconle !!ow, BBC & Music, 1-4pm, Mon-Fri

http://www.bbc.co.uk

This e-mail (and any attachments} is confidential and may contain personal views which are not the views of
the BBC unless specifically stated.

If you have received it in error, please delete it from your system.

Do not use, copy or disclose the information in any way nor act in reliance on it and notify the sender
immediately..

Please note that the BBC monitors e-mails sent or received.

Further communication will signify your consent to this.




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 12:53

To: Licensin

Ce: |

Subject: Village Underground Licensing Application

Dear HacLey jcepsing, |

I am a resident oxton Square and support Village Underground as a cultural hub for quality events in
London.

I believe:

+ Village Underground has a world-class reputation for providing a platform for cutting-edge live music and the arts, it
brings much to Shoreditch, Hackney and London

» 6am s a far better time to ask customers to leave than 4am - transport is fully running and ambient noise levels are
much higher

* VU has volunteered a reduction in hours during weekdays, which is positive. It reduces the risk of public nuisance,
crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the week.

* VU's management team are incredibly professional and can be relied upon to ensure no public nuisance, crime or
disorder will be caused by the proposed change

* If you live locally and have not experienced any public nuisance, crime or disorder from our operations, please be
sure to mention that.

Sincerely,

=Hoxton Sq. N1 -



Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 13:16

To: i i i

Subject: Village Underground license application

Hi, ' I
My name is _a and | live in in the Hackney Council area almost since 2013.

I would like to express my full support to Village Underground for their petition in order to being able to keep the venue
open until 6am instead of 4am on Friday and Saturday nights.

In my opinion there are many reasons why the mentioned above should be allowed but of the most important there is
surely the fact that an international entity such as Village Underground provides cultural events of extreme impact to the
community of Hackney.

There is also need to consider 6am a much more suitable time for people living the venue to reach their homes with
public transports in a more comfortable and safe way.

| have been attending events at the venue for four years now, and | know how at Village Underground the safety of the
customers it's what is most important.

Fwould like also to express how perplex | feel about the council not allowing such an important venue to keep their doors
open for the people enjoying arts and culture, when in the same council | live next to a construction site that wakes me up
every morning (including weekends) without respect for the people living around the area.

All the best

Sent from my iPhone



Sanaria Hussain

From: ]
Sent: 30 January 2018 13:48

To: Licensing

Subject: Village Underground Licensing

. |
To whom it may conLem,

I am writing to offer my support to Village Underground's application for improved weekend opening hours.
As alocal resident, Village Underground provides an invaluable contribution to the local arts and music scene
that forms the beating heart of Shoreditch and the surrounding area. It is this cultural nightlife that draws many,
including me, to continue to pay so much to live in the area, and testament to the great work of the borough's
council that this cultural fabric continues to develop apace. I hope this application is seen as the positive step
that I believe it is to sustaining, and indeed expanding, this venue's contribution to this local culture.

From a purely logistical perspective, allowing people to leave a venue at 6am, when the travel
infrastructure is fully up-and-running (and ambient noise is greater), rather than 4am, when people
will have more difficulty getting home or away from the immediate vicinity of the venue, can only help
to minimise any public disruption or safety concerns.

From a personal perspective, every experience I have had at Village Underground has been brilliant. I mostly
go for gigs but have also been to several other events at the venue, and every single time it's had a contagiously
friendly energy. Allowing locals and visitors alike to enjoy this experience for longer, while enabling the venue
to continue hosting an eclectic variety of performances throughout the week and weekend, can only be a good
thing.

Yours,

E2



Sanaria Hussain

“

From:

Sent: 30 January 2018 13:52
To: i i

Cc:

Subject: Village Underground

To Hackney Licensing, Il
I'm writing to support Village Underground's proposed change in licensing hours.

I've attended Village Underground concerts, club nights and other events several times a year since the venue was
established.

The venue books amazing artists from around the world, attracting an audience of true music/culture fans. I've
never encountered any negative behavior inside or outside the venue, and I'd say the tone/attitude of the crowd
compares well to any night club in London, and most gig venues.

Regarding the hours extensions, the logic is pretty simple. At 2am/3am when clubs close, they're still busy, and
you get a high volume of people, with plenty of energy out on the streets, waiting longer for taxis (since there are
less to go around), walking home in crowds etc. By letting events run longer, you'll get a more gradual dispersal
of people (with more transport links available).

As someone who lived in Shoreditch, I'd rather bump into some stragglers at 6am while I'm nipping out for some
milk, rather than be woken at 3am by 800 people leaving a venue.

Happy to answer questions if you have any.

Best,



Sanaria Hussain

——— D _ —— T —
From:
Sent: 30 January 2018 13:59
To: Licensing
Cc |
Subject: Village Underground license application

. |

Dear Hackney Council, :

I’'m writing to you in support of Village Underground’s application for a later license, from 4am to 6am on
weekends. I attend the venue fairly regularly, and I have to say it feels like one of the most professionally run
clubs in London. The crowd is good, I’ve never seen any trouble there, and people generally seem respectful
when leaving at the end of the night.

I think finishing at 6am makes a lot more sense than 4am — there is considerably more ambient noise in the
street and public transport is running, meaning people get home safer and aren’t hanging around.

My understanding is that Village Underground have volunteered to reduce their hours during the week,
reducing the risk of public nuisance at times when the streets should be more quiet.

I hope you will agree with their suggestion — it’s probably my favourite venue in London and I think this could
make it even better.

Thanks




Sanaria Hussain

— __ _
From: —
Sent: 30 January 2018 09:31
To: Licensing
Subject: Village Underground (VU) new Hackney venue late license

Licensing and Tragding Standards
London Borough gf Hackney
Hackney Service Centre

1 Hillman Street

E8 1DY
-Wilton Estate
Greenwood Road
Lo
E8
Dear Sir/Madam,

Hope this finds you well.

I'm writing this letter in support of Village Underground's new venue in Hackney and their desire / necessity to
secure a 10pm-6am license for slightly longer/later weekend operating hours.

As a punter I've had the pleasure of attending gigs and club nights in their original Shoreditch venue, and
watching them grow into one of the most cutting edge and exciting music/art spaces in London.

From a professional stance, working for the booking agencies 2 for the Road Events and ATC Live over the last
6 years, I've been fortunate enough to work closely with the VU team on many occasions when bands of ours
have been booked to perform there - it's always felt like we were in very good hands, from the bar staff to the
bookers, from the security personnel to the FOH and lighting engineers - it feels as much like a family as a
team.

And finally as a local resident, having settled more permanently in Hackney Central almost 2 years ago, | have
to admit I was thoroughly excited to hear of their plans to open a new Arts Centre in Dalston, bringing more
high calibre programming of music, arts, film, talks, education etc to the already immensely vibrant locale.

Now as far as | understand VU wishes to achieve permission for later opening hours on the weekend beyond
the usual 4am, until 6am. One can understand how a local resident may object to this and say that it could lead
to more hours of potential disturbance, but if you stop to think about it, kicking customers out at 4am could
feasibly cause greater disruption as it's a quieter time of the night, whereas by 6am there's more public transport
up and running which would allow people to disperse and get home quicker, with less loitering caused by an
influx of people trying to go for the same buses or taxis.

Beyond the practicalities of the matter, those extra opening hours on the weekend would provide valuable
income which could help the operation balance revenue across the week. Not only would this help keep it
financially viable (it's all too often we hear of precious music venues closing down in the capital), but with the
stronger revenue potential on the weekend this would allow them to maintain their diverse programming on the
week nights, and let them take more chances on booking all manner of bands / artists (i.e. not just bigger /

1



Sanaria Hussaip

— _ ______________ o I
From:
Sent: 30 January 2018 10:35
To: Licensing
Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Letter of support for Village Underground license application

To Whom It May Concern, | |

I'am a longtime Hackney resident in London and an academic at the University of Sussex, and I am writing in
support of Village Underground's application for a new license to trade for two more hours on Friday and
Saturday nights, from 4-6am.

I'have spent time at Village Underground for many different kinds of events since moving to London 7 years
ago, and it has always been a place that I have felt very safe in (as a woman, this is extremely important), and
where [ am treated respectfully by professional staff in a welcoming and friendly environment.

The venue has provided us all with an immense amount of international culture through its lineups, and as a
result has been a key centre of the Shoreditch and Hackney community for many years as a highly respected
institution for the arts. Venues like this one are what make London such a special place to live in.

I have read through the Village Underground proposal, and it is my understanding that by asking for two extra
hours of business on key nights (Fridays and Saturdays), and giving up two hours of business on less busy
nights (Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays) the venue is proposing a reasonable compromise that will allow
them to continue to provide a space for late-night culture while also being respectful to the local community.
Village Underground is well known as a venue that does not cause public disorder, crime or other forms of
nuisance to Hackney locals like myself, and as a result I would like to ensure it is able to expand its revenue in
collaboration with the city so that it can continue to provide safe and world-class arts and cultural events for
visitors from around the world.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter of support, and please get in touch if you have any further
questions about my experiences with Village Underground.

Sincerel




Eanaria Hussain

D - |
Sent: -

To: Licensin

Ce: [

Subject: Village Underground licencing

. | |
To whom it may concern

Hi, My name is _ I live in Felton Street, N6 -Apanments, N1 - next to Shoreditch
Park and I wanted to write to support Village Underground extended hours license request.

I'm a regular client at VU, which for me is definitely one of the best cultural space / Club with a world-class
reputation for providing a platform for amazing live music and the arts. It is a valuable asset to the local area and does not
host the type of events that may cause problems in Shoreditch.

VU has a very professional management team and | know they can be relied upon to ensure no public nuisance, crime or
disorder will be caused by the proposed change in hours. They also have volunteered a reduction in hours during
weekdays, to reduce the risk of public nuisance, crime or disorder at potentially more sensitive times of the week.

Village underground has always been proactive in consulting local resident and the stakeholders. This positive engagement
assures local people that VU values the local community and is a longstanding responsible operator.

Please do consider the above when making a decision.

Kind Regards




Sanaria Hussain

N I
Sent: anuary :
To: Licensing
Subject: Village Underground (VU) new Hackney venue late license

Licensing and Trading Standards
London Borough of Haakney |
Hackney Service Centre

I Hillman Street

E8 1DY
-Nilton Estate
Greenwood Road
London
E8
Dear Sir/Madam,

Hope this finds you well.

I'm writing this letter in support of Village Underground's new venue in Hackney and their desire / necessity to
secure a 10pm-6am license for slightly longer/later weekend operating hours.

As a punter I've had the pleasure of attending gigs and club nights in their original Shoreditch venue, and
watching them grow into one of the most cutting edge and exciting music/art spaces in London.

From a professional stance, working for the booking agencies 2 for the Road Events and ATC Live over the last
6 years, I've been fortunate enough to work closely with the VU team on many occasions when bands of ours
have been booked to perform there - it's always felt like we were in very good hands, from the bar staff to the
bookers, from the security personnel to the FOH and lighting engineers - it feels as much like a family as a
team.

And finally as a local resident, having settled more permanently in Hackney Central almost 2 years ago, | have
to admit I was thoroughly excited to hear of their plans to open a new Arts Centre in Dalston, bringing more
high calibre programming of music, arts, film, talks, education etc to the already immensely vibrant locale.

Now as far as I understand VU wishes to achieve permission for later opening hours on the weekend beyond
the usual 4am, until 6am. One can understand how a local resident may object to this and say that it could lead
to more hours of potential disturbance, but if you stop to think about it, kicking customers out at 4am could
feasibly cause greater disruption as it's a quieter time of the night, whereas by 6am there's more public transport
up and running which would allow people to disperse and get home quicker, with less loitering caused by an
influx of people trying to go for the same buses or taxis.

Beyond the practicalities of the matter, those extra opening hours on the weekend would provide valuable
income which could help the operation balance revenue across the week. Not only would this help keep it
financially viable (it's all too often we hear of precious music venues closing down in the capital), but with the
stronger revenue potential on the weekend this would allow them to maintain their diverse programming on the
week nights, and let them take more chances on booking all manner of bands / artists (i.e. not just bigger /

1



Sanaria Hussain
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From: .
Sent: 30 January 2018 09:25
To: i i
Subject: Village Underground license application
IJear Licensing Dept, l'
I am writing in regards of license applicati bmitted by VILL DERGROUND .
I am local resident, I am currently living a Kingsland Rd, Eé‘i‘?jnins walking to the club, and I have

always been living in the area during the last 10 years.

Village Underground, since its opening, has been a very important cultural hub in the area, and for London in
general,

Their music proposal is of relevant importance, and I personally know people they flew over from Europe the
enjoy the VU experierence,

I have also been dj-ing at the club, and the level of professionality and concermn about being respectful toward
the neighbourhood is equal to no other club in London I have been dj-ing in.

London's music venues scenario is currently suffering with lots of them closing down, with a big negative
impact with the artistic and young community, so I think will be of vital importance trying to make the best
venues around appealing, and VU is definitely on these.

Yours sincerely,



Sanaria Hussain
L

From: Mike Smith

Sent; 30 January 2018 09:24

To: Sanaria Hussain

Subject: FW: VU VILLAGE UNDERGROUND LONDON
Regards

Mike Smith

Principal Licensing Officer
London Borough of Hackney
(20 8356 4973

From: Emma Omoruyi

Sent: 26 January 2018 16:48

To: Mike Smith <Mike.Smith@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: VU VILLAGE UNDERGROUND LONDON

From:
Sent: 2

To: Licensing <Licensing@Hackney.gov.uk>
Subject: VU VILLAGE UNDERGROUND LONDON

Dear Sirs,

I'am currently living in Spitalfields and are a frequent guest at Village Underground.

Having moved to London 2 years ago VU quickly became my second home {and family).

There are VERY few places left that have a cultural offering of this kind and give artists on a very broad spectrum the
chance to perform and to connect with enthusiast.

It is an amazing place full of passionate and enthusiastic people that put a lot of time, research and love in what they do.

Late opening hours are CRUCIAL in running a place with this kind of offering and | hereby ask you to extend their license
and opening hours.

With kind regards,




Sanaria Hussain
- 1]

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 15:55

To: Licensing

Cc:

Subject: Village Underground licence application

To whom this may concern,

' would like to send this message in support of Village Underground’s license application,

As a resident of Shoreditch for over 10 years | must say that Village Underground is a great asset to the community. It
consistently provides and supports good music and entertainment as well as weddings, with friendly staff and high quality
production. There is not another venue such as this in the area and the extension of the license would be welcome.

I have never experienced any disturbance from this venue as a local resident and would be very happy for the licence to
extended to later hours,

Many thanks,

]
B ~o-q

EC1V I
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Sanaria Hussain
\

From:
Sent: <9 January 2018 16:03

To:

Subject: Later Licence applica-tion - VILLAGE UNDERGROUND

Dear Licensing team at Hackney Council,

I am a local Hackney Resident and have lived in the area for 20 years. I am part of a strong and
constantly expanding creative community, my home and studio as a visual artist are in Hackney
and will remain there as I am committed 1o Hackney and our neighbourhoods.

Village Underground is an important and vibrant part of that community and [ have gone on
numerous occasions (o sce arl events, concerts and as well as going to later club nights. Village
Underground has real dedication to bringing excellent and diverse programming to Shoreditc. It
is not just another club, it is a real asset and contributes vitally to Hackney’s music and arts
scene. As a bespoke venue with an intemational reputation it brings people into our borough to
enjoy first class events. '

I fully support Village Underground’s application for a later license and hope that Hackney
Council can support it too and see the benefits:

From my years of going out in Hackney 1 know that 6am is a calmer time to leave a venue and
g0 home, by then the day is starting for some people going to work while others are returning
home. Public transport is running and people are less likely to try and find another venue to go to
for another couple of hours. '

From my personal experience and from following the programme and activities at Village
Underground 1 know that the team is highly professional and entirely reliable in making sure that
the venue will not cause public nuisance, crime or disorder. | have never experienced any public
nuisance, crime or disorder due to the venue’s operations.

Allowing the extended licensing hours is coupled with a reduction of trading hours beginning of
the week. For most immediate locals, this precise reduction will be a benefit.

Aill of us living and working in Hackney know that the accelerated increases in rents and rates
pose challenges for the survival of small businesses. It is precisely those small, bespoke
businesses and venues that are important and that make Hackney and Shoreditch a destination
for so many people interested in experiencing the best in culture. [ believe it is our responsibility
to make sure our neighbourhood retains these amazing enterprises as this brings people to the
area, it generates income and it creates a safe and culturally vibrant environment for ourselves
and for our children.

Yours sincerely, Stuart Haygarth

-)unloe Street



Sanaria Hussain
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From:
Sent: 29 January 2018 16:20
To: Licensin

Cc:

Subject: Village Underground license application

To whom it may concern,
I’m writing in relation to the current license application for Village Underground, Shoreditch, Hackney.

Through working at Free Trade, | have had the pleasure of working with the amazing staff at Village Underground, with
a number of our artists playing at the venue, the majority of these artists are internationally renowned musicians
coming from ali corners of the world. The team at Village Underground are extremely professional and passionate about
the programme of events they deliver to the local area and beyond.

I've also been a Hackney Council resident for a year, living less than 2 minutes from the venue on Curtain Road. Living in
such a close proximity from the venue, I can confidently say that | have never had any issues relating to noise pollution
or crime and disorder directly coming from the venue or its customers.

The requested change in licensing hours to close the venue at 6am, will help keep noise pollution down to a minimum
as well as ensure that its customers can leave the venue at a time when transport links will be running more regularly.
The roads surrounding the venue will generally have higher ambient noise levels at 6am than 4am, which will help
ensure that those leaving the venue at 6am will be less of a noise issue. As transport links are running more frequently
at bam onwards, it also means that Village Underground customers will be spending iess time in the streets/hanging
around waiting for transport, which again will help keep noise pollution to a minimum. Closing the venue at 6am will
also mean that those leaving the venue will not be outside in the streets whilst it's still dark outside, making it safer for
those travelling home.

Village underground is a leading hub in the heart of Shoreditch for music and arts, with the help of Hackney Council in
the approval of the license application it will help ensure that the venue continues to be a pivotal part of the vibrant
culture in East London.

Regards,

P ALICU DD D07 § | WL DD WWW, ITEEl ncy.co. itk
Timber Yard, Drysdale Street, Londan, N1ﬁ
PLEASE NOTE : Free Trade Agancy is required under the Employmenl Agencles and Employment Business Regulations to obtain signed Terms of Business in writing from

each artisle, promoter and/or venue with whom we deal. Non campliance with the regulations Is a crimina! offence if you are one of these parties and have not pravided us
with a signed copy, please contact me immediately lo obtain a copy of our Terms of Business



Sanaria Hussain
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From:
Sent; 29 January 2018 16:26
To: Licensing
Cc: sasha@villageunderground.co.uk
Subject: Village Underground license application
Dear SirfMadam,

| am writing in support of Village Underground’s application to extend their licence at weekends and to reduce their hours
on the nights the late licence is less required to make their business more viable,

The venue is one of the borough's finest and one that enhances London's reputation as a city of culture. It brings a Iot of
varied world class acts to the area.

As a promoter who has operated in London for nearly 20 years and resided in the Hackney borough | would always vouch
to my peers that their management team are one of the best | have worked with. | have promoted nights there with artists
from as varied places as Sao Pauio, Paris, Berlin - as well as London - and the artists have always wanted to return to the
venue.

They are serious operators, highly professional and passionate about their programme of events. They can be relied
upon to make sure that public nuisance is avoided by the proposed change.

If customers leave the venue at 6am this would arguably reduce noise and it is a more agreeable time than 4am as
transport will be fully running.

I hope you will consider their proposed extension of hours so they can continue to maintain their world renowned music
and arts programme as well as the considerable amount of local staff that rely on the venue.



Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: £Y January 2018 18:58

To: Licensing

Subject: Petition for Village Underground Licensing hours extension

Dear Christopher Kennedy,

Or whom ever will be making a decision regarding the late licence application for Village Underground.
I have been old that a music venue close to my heart may be struggling financially due to rent prices going up and to combat this a

later licence has been requested. | am pelitioning for this license 1o be granted on the basis that it will keep over 70 people in
employment in the Shoreditch area, doing something they love. This is a rare thing these days and i ask that this be considered

Having been to this venue many times i have never éxperienced any problems inside or outside the club wilh my fellow atledendee's
and can personal vouch that the extra few hours the club could remain open will not have a negalive effect on the community

As an artist myself i have wanted (o play at this venue for years now and, as i have started delving more into my music career i believe
that i may have the opportunity in the future. | ask that you not let this icon of Shoreditch nightlife become compromised in anyway

| appreciate you taking the time to read this letter,

| hope iou have a ileasant day,




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: <3 January 2018 19:29

To: Licensing

Cc

Subject: Vitlage Underground license application
Dear Sir/Madam,

It has been bought to my attention that Village Underground has applied for a licence extension on Friday and
Saturday nights from 4am to 6am.

As an employee of Hackney council for a period last year I was a member of the council's task force meetings
that would chair fortnightly to discuss on-going issues around the Borough like anti-social behaviour,
criminality, housing and police deployment.

I will keep the facts of the meetings confidential (although as I am no longer employed by the council I could
easily 'run my mouth' but I won't) but I will say the extension of this licence to 6am would only be a positive
for the following reasons;

1. At 6am there would be more police on active duty following the handover of the night shift to the early day
shift.

2. This would then mean more control of the illegal nitrous sellers that blight the whole of the Borough
(especially Kingsland road where | live) and take advantage of the current 4am closing time of Village
Underground as they harass and intimidate revellers leaving the club at this hour.

3. The road is not heavily residential and if more residential sites were to appear around that area then 6am is a
better hour as the ambient noise of the area is higher than at 4am

4. CCTV would be better equipped at 6am to ensure the safety of people leaving the area.

Aside from these reasons I would also like to state that I have been to Village Underground on a number of
occasions over the years and found it to be impeccably run, highly professional and a credit to Shoreditch as a
late night music venue.

Hackney has a reputation as a melting pot for music and nightlife. Please understand that this reputation brings
money, jobs, and happiness to many residents of the borough.

Thank you for taking the time to read this,

Kind Regards




Sanaria Hussain =

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 17:19

To: iconci

Cc:

Subject: Village Underground license application

To whom it may concern,

Please consider the Village Underground's license application with full support from myself, a local of 6 years,
and my community of peers who have been part of the Shoreditch community for 15 years. We very much
support the additional hours and fee] their application is worthy of accepting.

They are an iconic destination and have brought so much culture, life, and richness to the area and | would like
to encourage more of this as best I can. I have never had a problem either living close by or going to any of
their nights and feel they have suitable respect for the neighbourhood and their customers.

Many thanks,




Sanaria Hussain

#

From: - 00000000__]
Sent: 29 January 2018 16:29

To: iliiiiﬁi

Cc: _ .

Subject: Later license application Village Underground

Dear Sir/Madam,

As a resident of Hackney, | would like to support Village Underground’s license application to extend weekend hours
from 4 to 6 am.

| have visited the club a number of times, and have always been impressed with the level of professionalism. Having an
opening time until 6 am will enrich East London with more culture, which is in line with our mayor’s policies. Living next
door to a club in Hackney myself, it is my experience that whether a club closes at 4 or 6 am moreover does not make a
difference to the neighbourhood. The only factor for the neigbours is how it is managed, and | personally have never
noticed excessive noise or inappropriate behaviour at closing time at Village Underground. Many clubs and parties go
until later than 4 am in East London, without any issues as far as | am aware.

| would therefore respectfully ask that you hold Village Underground to the same standards, and grant the license
application.

Sincerely yours,

Flat -Warburton Road

Hackney E8 .




Sanaria Hussain

From:

Sent: 29 January 2018 16:23

To: Licensing

Ce: |
Subject: Petition to extend Village Underground's Licence
Hi,

I'm writing to express my support towards Village Underground's application to extend it's license to 6am.

This is for a number of reasons. First, it is a professionally-managed establishment that takes its responsibilities
seriously.

Village Underground provides top-notch entertainment in a safe and world-class venue - the type of space and
events hosted in Hackney that has made it a thriving area in recent years.

There are also practical concerns, not least the security and safety of attendees who, at 6am, would be able to
access far more transport.

I live locally and establishments such are these are what make Hackney so fantastic. Please don't strip the area
of its cultural capital.

Best,



Sanaria Hussain

From: |

Sent: 29 January 2018 16:21

To: Licensing

Cc:

Subject: Village Underground license application

I’m writing regarding the application for a new license at Village Underground.

We are a radio station and events company based off Qld Street. As Head of Events at Radar Radio and having spent 18 years working in the night time economy in
the lacal area | have nothing but the utmost respect for the commitment and professionalism that the Village Underground team bring to the industry, not to
mention their tireless support for the arts in general through their non-music based events program.

| have attended the venue on many occasions for a variety of events and | have always been impressed by their door policy and procedure at close.

Egress is always the key issue facing licensees in populated innercity areas. | would argue that a 6am egress is a better option than a 4am. Transport links are fully
operational at this hour and traffic levels are sufficiently increase to negate a lot of the complaints that may arise with a 4am finish. Furthermore, the offer to reduce

the net operating hours overall is 2 sensible olive branch to local residents and should be commended.

Village Underground is vital part of London’s nightlife scene which has been under fire for many years and struggling to make financial ends meet. They should be
championed for their contribution to the night time economy and their commitment to sound operating practices.

We would be in favour of this new license application.

Kind regards,

Radar Radio
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